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Welcome to this Study for Pastors!
If you have a desire in your heart to know God even deeper and to be able to
serve Him more effectively, - then this book will be helpful for you.
Psalm 143:10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. May your
gracious Spirit lead me forward on a firm footing. (see also 2.Cor.3,18)

In this study we will not be guided by the doctrine of one particular church
nor by the traditions of any particular culture. - But we will explore one particular book: The Bible, and prayerfully asking guidance from the Holy Spirit, which Jesus promised to His
followers! (called ‘the spirit of
truth’: John 16.13)
We believe that the whole Bible
is God’s Word and guidance to
His people, and we believe that
the Gospel of Jesus and the teaching of the early apostles show us
how we as Christians can live
right and fulfil the commission
Jesus gave us as individuals and
as His church. – A global commission (Mat.28,1) - and a local practice:
Acts 2:42 They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to
the apostles' teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord's Supper and in
prayer.

Much has changed in the world since the days of the early church. We are in
a different technological time and we live in a different culture. So the way
we practice ‘true Christianity’ today may differ from the early church in
many ways, - but the principles remain the same! –
As leaders in the church we need continuously to ask ourselves how we can
gain more insight into these principles and apply them with more understanding, relevance and love in our community at this particular time.

Who is God calling? - Has He called You?
In a way God is calling everybody. He calls everyone to repentance, salvation and discipleship. - But often we assume that if the call is to become a
leader, God only calls those who are ‘perfect’. – Is that assumption true?
Through the whole Bible we see that God calls people based on other principles, and when He calls leaders He does it long before they are even close
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to be perfect. But He calls them with a path of transformation set in front of
them to shape each of them for their specific purposes.
Psalm 32:8 The LORD says, "I will guide you along the best pathway for
your life. I will advise you and watch over you.

We notice that some of these ‘called and elected people’ accept a lifelong
walk of learning – and become powerful tools in God’s hand, - while others
get stuck in the process; - sometimes because they think they are doing so
great that they don’t need any more change… Those who don’t accept ongoing pruning become complete failures compared to their real calling.
A few questions about your situation today:
What is your real calling?
Why do you think God picked you for this particular purpose?
What has God changed in you until this day
What do you feel he is still in the process of changing?
You road to the point where you are today:
Who taught you about God in the first place?
When did you realise that you needed to make a personal commitment to follow Jesus?
When did you realise that He had called you to become a leader in church?
How have you prepared for this particular task?
Have you done any kind of formal theological training? When / Where?
Have you systematically tried to read through the whole Bible?
What was the latest subject you really tried to explore? And when?
Is anything causing you not to continue studying? (tick the options below!)
no need to study any more, as I am already doing great?
lack of time, so study gets lower priority?
lack of suitable study materials in isZulu?
lack of access to resources: library, mentors, internet or similar?
lack of people to work together with in the study?
any other reason? (please specify)

Examples from the Bible of people God called
In the Bible we hear about more than 1,000 leaders of all types
Old Testament:

Patriarchal, military, government, priests, prophets
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New Testament:

Apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, pastors, ‘elders’, - also secular
leaders in government, military, educational, etc.
50 leaders are described in detail. Less than 30% of leaders in the Bible finished well! Below just a few examples. You can pick some more…
Using Paul’s picture of the ‘race’ we can look at how these leaders finished:
Name / reference
How he/she started
How he/she finished
Joshua Jos 24:14
Started slowly but steadily ‘Finished still running!’
taught by Moses
Just 1 problem. Ju.2,8-11
Abraham, Joseph,
They started from nothing, They fulfilled God’s poDaniel, Paul, Peter
but kept on growing..
tential for their lives.
David, Jehosaphat,
Hezekiah, and others
Gideon, Eli, Solomon
Samson, Saul, Judas

Started well, strong ministry, declining in the end.
Rose to great importance

‘Finished walking’

Were chosen by God…

‘Were disqualified’

‘Finished limping’

All these were in the right position when they were called / chosen.
All of them had weaknesses and made mistakes,
Only a few of them recovered fully from the mistakes and were able to keep on learning.
The rest were stagnating or even corrupted by
lust, greed, idolatry, power, etc.
Who is it God choses for leadership? And how
can you stay on the track and finish well? – Let’s
look at some qualities:
People who have the right heart

God looks for the right heart (= a genuine wish to serve Him in all things).
This does not depend on how much insight you have or how successful you
are. Neither does it depend on connections like the status of your family or
your culture.
Judges 6:15 "But Lord," Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is
the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."

Having a ‘right heart’ is about your attitudes, values and commitment. – It is
also an expression of being able to feel compassion: seeing the need of others and wanting to act on that.
People who are willing to serve

The New Testament underlines again and again that a leader in the church is
not like a king, a CEO or any other type of secular ruler / business owner. –
But it is to be like a shepherd who is concerned with the wellbeing of the
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flock – even the each individual, - even those who have failed! – Only if you
will lay down your own career or pride and look for the good of those you
lead, - only then you are ready to be a servant leader.
People who are driven by passion
Psalm 69:9 Passion for your house burns within me,
so those who insult you are also insulting me.

Being a servant leader does not mean to have no goal or
no vision or no drive. – In contrary: All these things are
needed to be a leader who brings progress for the people
of God.
People of integrity

Integrity is about honesty and means to have such moral standards that you
never try to hide information that should have been disclosed or in other
ways try to cheat or get personal advantage. In fact you can’t cheat God. You
may for a time be able to cheat others, - even yourself. But this always has
dire consequences.
Titus 2,7 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In
your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech

Integrity is first of all something inside you: Values that guides all you do. –
But it can greatly be strengthened and upheld if you have certain procedures
on the ‘outside’ that hold you accountable: This can be to have a team of
leaders with whom you discuss every step an decision, it can be to separate
money issues (book keeping) from other responsibilities and to have books
audited. Likewise it can be to disclose information about such issues to the
whole church, allowing anyone to ask questions and always be willing to
give an account.
People who are ready to pay the price

Last but not least leadership often requires personal sacrifices. This may include working long hours with too little
or no salary, to use time with members in difficulties instead of relaxing at home, to be accused publicly for things
you have not done, or even to be the one that must bring
people to hospital, pay for someone’s food, sweep the
floor in the church hall, etc. etc.
There are joyful things linked to leadership that will be a
reward and a satisfaction in itself, but don’t be mistaken:
There is a price to pay.
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Jesus talked about ‘taking up the cross and follow Him’. This can mean any
kind of personal sacrifice. So if you are not willing to accept that, then you
are not fit for the task.

What comes after the call?
The above points refer to who God calls. And as you noticed, this was basically about attitude and not about skills. The call is not an expression of what
you have achieved, but a sign that God wishes to make you a useful tool.
This is where the journey starts – but journey means change

We can compare this to Moses: He was chosen by God to bring the Israelites
from Egypt to the Promised Land. – That included that he had to leave Egypt
and his position at the court. He had to learn about leadership the hard way:
People often rebelled against him. He had to establish others in leadership
roles and train his own successor. He had to be an example in faith, take responsibility for food supplies and sicknesses. He even had to abstain from
the glorious moment of being the one who finally took the people into the
Promised Land. – But his whole life was a learning process. – He gained
more and more insight in God’s will and he was concerned how to establish a
lasting covenant relationship between the people and God. – Even when God
was close to wipe out the whole people because of their sins, Moses is the
one that offers his own life to save the people. (Num.14,11-12 --20)

What about skills?
If you are the leader of a church, you should at least have (or be in the process of acquiring) skills equivalent to a ‘Theological Diploma’.
Maybe you went to Bible School full time for 3 years? Or maybe you attended a number of shorter courses - and did personal studies to fill the gaps?
If that was the case, you have a good basis,
but you still need to keep on studying in
order to get deeper and better insight in
God’s word. – Unless you keep on discovering, you have nothing to contribute.
If you did not do such studies, at least you
know what is urgently needed now! And
that can be achieved through a workshop
or study group with likeminded colleagues
So far we merely talked about your Bible insight and the ability to check that
teaching at church is in line with God’s word. - But you need many other
skills. You need to know how to teach, how to reach the unsaved, how to
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lead others, how to facilitate decision making, how to organise budgets etc.
etc. You must also know how to delegate these tasks in a proper way, and
how to equip those who need to take responsibility alongside you.

What about spirituality?
Spiritual leadership always requires a personal spiritual life and maturity. No organisational or academic skill can replace this. – and as we discussed above, a certain level of spirituality (desire to serve God with all you
heart) would be the starting point for God’s call to you. – But also in this area you need to grow.
– Stagnating spiritual life in the leadership will cause the whole congregation to stagnate. – Stagnating spiritual life often replaces the power of
God with legalism and a whole lot of rules / church policies.
What is spiritual growth?

Most of the letters in NT are about spiritual growth. – The church started out
with very little ‘theology’, but with a strong faith in Jesus and the anointing
of the Holy Spirit. – This is a good start, but growth is needed:
From the letters we see that this good start did not save the churches
from mistakes and wrong teaching. – That is why Paul and others again
and again explain, teache, correct and admonish the Christians and their
leaders to watch their own spiritual practises, to be clear on healthy teaching
and to keep on growing.
Paul describes this process as an on-going transformation. (e.g. Rom 12,2)
2 Corinthians 3:18 And all of us have had that veil removed so that we
can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of
the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his
glory even more.

Understanding of Grace, Spiritual Gifts, eternity, etc.

On these few pages we are not going into these very important issues. But
we need to underline that neglecting or derailing these qualities will cause
the whole church to go astray.
Derrek Prince defines
Grace is the basic principles of God’s salvation
grace this way:
plan. A gift we cannot deserve. Justification by faith
‘A sovereign favour
is an example of God’s grace. Without grace we
from God given to the
have no chance to be reconciled to God. And grace
non-deserving or illis also the way we should relate to one another. –
deserving.’
But it is not permission to sin.
Spiritual gifts are given by grace for the edification of the church. Without
them this edification will be held back.
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These gifts are as well supernatural abilities (e.g. miracles) as natural abilities that are taken to a whole new level empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Gifts are not awards for good behaviour, but like God’s calling, given to
people with the right heart, but people who still have a need to grow.
Is it important to talk about eternity?

We believe that God is eternal, and that He created man with an eternal soul.
We know that sinful man is lost, which means an awful outlook to spend
eternity away from God. But we also know that salvation in Jesus Christ will
re-unite us with God, and that anyone who hold on to salvation will be united
with God in an eternal kingdom that surpasses all our understanding.
So eternity is key to understand the perspective
of salvation. – But it is also something we can
learn much more about from the scripture.

A leader must be able to teach
others
This short book will not allow us to teach you
how to teach, but let us in the following go
through an example for how some basic Christian principles can be explained to new believers.

Teaching Principles of Christian Life
Use the following as a useful reference for yourself to monitor ‘where you
are’, and ‘that you are still growing’, - but it can also be very useful in order
to help people take the first steps into the Christian life.
We have structured the following as 8 lessons that you could chose to teach
at your church over 8 weeks.

Basic steps of teaching
(much more about ‘how to teach’ in the study books 3.07 & 3.10)
1. Know the situation of your audience
(in this example we assume they are new believers)
2. Select the stuff they heed to learn
(in this example we have made the choice for you)
3. Familiarise yourself carefully with the stuff
(carefully read through all text and all scriptures, and just imagine
what kind of questions your students might have)
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4. Choose for each lesson a way to get started.
(could be a small story or a question someone asked you)
5. Teach as planned (all the time watching your students response)
6. Allow room for questions / discussion
7. Do some kind of review to see if they learned what you wanted them
to.
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Christian life: ‘Owning’ = ‘using’

Lesson 1

The day you gave your life to Christ, you started to own the new life. But
you need to continue step by step through life as a ‘walk with God’.
Some of the principles in God’s Kingdom is just opposite our natural thinking. ‘Owning the new life’ is a dynamic process! That means: It is not like
keeping an amount of money being careful not to use it. – But this is rather
like spending it again and again, owning it more and more every time.
– If you stop using it, you start losing it.
But as you are using it the new life grows and spreads to others. The progression is something like this:
1: You get saved (i.e. You are given the new spiritual life by grace)
2: You start Walking with God
3: You bring others to Christ
4: They start Walking with God …
Before we go further into this topic, let’s summarise some of the basics:

God/Gospel, Satan/Sin, Man/?/Grace
We will first look at the triune God contrasting Satan, the liar.
Who is God?
Isa 40,28 eternal & Creator
Isaiah 43,11, the only God
1 John 1,5 God is Light
4,16 God is Love
Heb 4,13 Everything is known to him ..
John 3,16 God wants to save
the lost world through Jesus

Who is Satan?
(A description of Satan and his followers)
John 8,44 a killer and liar.
1Pet.5,8

a roaring lion

Rev 12,9 The Dragon cast out
of heaven.
Rev 20,10 Satan’s doom
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What is sin?

Why do we need to be saved?

Lawlessness (1 John 3:4)
or transgression of God’s
will, either by omitting to do
what God’s law requires or
by doing what it forbids.

No one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again (John 3:3).
All have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God (Rom. 3:23);
Salvation cannot be attained either by
religion, ritual, or righteousness (Eph.
2:8, 9); only by God’s Grace…

Can occur in thought (1John
3:15), word (Matt. 5:22), or
deed (Rom. 1:32)..

Christ died on the cross to pay for all
our sins (1 John 1:7);

The Greek word for ‘sin’ literally means separation
from, - or missing the mark.

Salvation comes by repenting from sin
and by faith in Christ as Lord and Saviour (Rom. 10:9).

So it is by God’s Grace that lost sinful man can reconnect with God.

5 facts about ‘The basic Gospel’
It is most important that you know the
gospel message. Here are two reasons:
- To live the new life the Bible is your
guide.
- In order to lead others to Christ, one
should be able to communicate the
message.
1. God loves you.
John 3:16. (We read this already. Do you remember it?)

2. All have sinned and are separated from God.
Romans 3:23.

(We read this already. Do you remember it?)

3. We cannot save ourselves.
Ephesians 2:8,9.

(We read this already. Do you remember it?)

Many people think that by going to church or living a good life they can get
right with God, but the Bible is clear that there is nothing we can do to save
ourselves.
4. Only the blood of Jesus saves us.
Ephesians 2:13.
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It is only the blood of Jesus that can cleanse us from our sin.
5. We need to receive Jesus.
John 1:12.

We must ask Jesus into our life. We must believe that His death on the Cross
was in our place. – And we must ask him to be the Lord of our lives.

An illustration: “The Bridge”
This illustration underlines that from the beginning there was nearness and fellowship between
God and man.
But when sin came in, man was separated
from God by a big gap. There was no more
possibility for fellowship.
Man tried on his own to reconnect with
God. He tried with good works, moral living, etc. But none of these things could do
away with the gap.
God did what was needed. He sent Jesus to
die on the cross. That sacrifice of Jesus became the bridge man could cross to reunite
with God. The only way.
It can only happen by faith in Jesus Christ. –
Self-test:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Why is it important to study the Bible
Mention 3 facts about God
Mention 3 facts about Satan
What does the name Bible mean?
What is sin? – and why is sin a problem?
What is salvation? – Can we deserve to be saved?

How to receive Jesus as Saviour

Lesson 2

1. Ask Jesus to forgive and wash away your sins.
1 John 1:8-9.

Repent of your sins and ask Jesus to forgive you. By faith, receive the
cleansing by His blood according to His Word.
2. Ask Jesus to come into your heart.
Revelation 3:20.

Jesus has promised to live inside of us if we invite
Ask Jesus now, by faith, to come into your heart.

Him to.

3. Ask Jesus to be Lord of your life.
Romans 10:9-10.

Surrender your life to Christ and ask Him to take control of every area of
your life. Ask Him to be Lord of your life.

The Alpha-Prayer: Sorry – Please – Thank you
Alpha courses have been run successfully in many
countries. The aim is to bring the non-religious person past the hindrances that make it difficult for them
to see God – and hopefully reach the point where the
person wants to give his life to Christ.
Nicky Gumble (founder of Alpha-programme) structured this prayer as simple as this:
Sorry – Please – Thank you.

‘Lord, I see I am a sinner. I am so sorry about that.
Please Lord, forgive my sins, and be my master in future.
Thank you for your salvation in Jesus Christ.’

Your foundation as a Child of God
Assurance of the salvation

a) Jesus now lives inside you. Romans 8,11.
b) You have been forgiven and washed of all sins. 1 John 1:9. (We read
this scripture already. Do you remember it?)
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c) You have become a child of God. John 1:12. (We read this scripture already. Do you remember it?)
d) You have become a new person. 2 Corinthians 5:17.
e) You have eternal life.
John 6:47.
f)You have power to resist Satan. James 4:7.
g) You can trust God for guidance. Proverbs 3:5-6.
Starting a personal walk with God

In Mark 4:15, we see that the enemy is trying to rob the Word from the believer's heart. Therefore we must at all times keep our relationship with
God alive.
a)
b)
c)
d)

Reading the Word daily. Matthew 4:4.
Praying every day. John 16:23,24.
Sharing Christ with others. Mark 16:15.
Be part of a fellowship.
1 Corinthians 12:27.
e) Allowing Jesus to be Lord. John 14:15.
f) Being baptized in water.
Matthew 28:19.
g) Being filled with
the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38-39.
In the following we will look at each
of these steps of the walk.
Memory verse: Romans 10:13,
"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved".

Illustration:
Lost & Saved:
Imagine you are in the
middle of Inanda Dam.
You can’t swim. Your
family is on the shore.
They can’t help you. But a rescue chopper is
ready to pick you up, if
you call it for help.

Self-test:

1. Explain what separates man from fellowship with God (5)
2. Explain what man have tried to overcome this gap (5)
3. From the Alpha prayer; explain what the 3 key-word ‘Sorry’, ‘Please’
and ‘Thank you’ refer to.
4. Mention 3 of the things that assure you, that you are a child of God.
5. Mention a few point that are part of a ‘walk with God’.
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The need for water baptism

Lesson 3

Gal. 3:26-28.

When we are brought into a relationship with God our Father through the
blood of Jesus Christ, the Bible says we are ‘sons of God’ or ‘born again’.
Spiritually we are new born babies.
God the Father wants us to grow up now and to learn to walk with Him.
As parents are excited when their child takes his first step, so our Father in
heaven is even more excited when we, His children, begin to walk with Him.
If we are to grow up to be strong, healthy Christians, we need to take the
steps God has for us.
To be baptised in water is one of the very first steps.

Jesus was water baptized
Luke 3,21-22.

Jesus walked on the earth not only as
the Son of God but also as the Son of
Man. Everything Jesus did as a
man, He did to be an example to us
to show us how we are to walk in the
world.
So one reason we have for being baptized is that Jesus showed us by His example that it is right to be baptized.

Jesus commanded water baptism
Matthew 28:19.
(do you
remember this scripture from earlier?)

Jesus commanded His servants to preach
and make disciples. His great commission to the church says:
Make all nations my disciples:
1. Baptize them.
2. Teach them to obey.
Anyone, anywhere, who comes to Christ, needs to be baptized and to be
taught to become a disciple of Christ.
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The early church obeyed this command
Jesus told us that obedience is an expression of love.

John 14:15

James writes that faith is useless without action.
James 2:17
The New Testament church serves as a pattern to us.
We have many examples of water baptism from the book of Acts.
a)

Acts 2:38, 41

Three thousand people responded to
Peter's challenge this first day of the
church and they were baptized.
b) Acts 8:12.

All the way through the book of Acts
we see that when the people believed
in Jesus, their next step was to be baptized.
c) Acts 8:38.

This Ethiopian was one of the first
men from Africa to respond to the
Gospel, and he was baptized immediately.
d) Acts 10:47-48.

These people had already been baptized with the Holy Spirit but Peter made sure they did not miss this important step of water baptism.
Self-test:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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What does the word ‘baptism’ mean?
Who were baptised and when in the early church?
What is the symbolic meaning of baptism?
Why should you be baptised into the name of Jesus?
Indicate on the globe (Appendix) where the biblical countries are situated (i.e. where the events of the early church took place)

The symbolic meaning of baptism. Lesson 4
(Identification with Jesus in his death, burial and
resurrection)

There are two pictures of the salvation work that Jesus commanded Christians to act out.
1. Water baptism.
2. Communion (the Lord’s supper).
Water baptism is a public and personal picture of
what the scripture says in Romans 6,1-14.
Romans 6,4

As I go under the waters of baptism, I am identifying
my spiritual death, burial with Christ.
In the same way getting out of the waters symbolises my resurrection with
Christ to a whole new life. - And I am confessing this publicly.
Memory verse: Acts 2:38
“Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”.
What are the requirements for baptism? (Acts 2:38 + Acts 8:37).

Repenting of our sins and believing in Jesus go together and bring salvation.
These are the only two requirements the Bible indicates are necessary before
a person can be baptized.
How should we be water baptized?

The Bible does not give any details on how to
baptize people; it simply states that people were
baptized. The details of the ceremony have been
left to us as the Holy Spirit guides.
Where should baptism take place?

Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River. The Ethiopian eunuch was probably baptized in a pond. –
(remember the scriptures from last lesson)
Baptism can take place in a river, a dam, a pool, a pond, the ocean. The only
biblical requirement is that it should happen in water and serve as a picture
of salvation: A confession: ‘the old life is over, a new life has started.’.
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Does water baptism save us?

Example: Luke 23:39-43. The man crucified with Christ was saved although
he did not have time to be baptized. This man was saved because he believed
in Jesus and asked for his salvation. Many people like this man have accepted Jesus with their last breath and have been saved.
Into whose name are we baptized?

Matthew 28:19 says "baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit".
Acts 10:48 "baptized in the name of Jesus Christ".
It doesn’t matter if we specifically say Father, Son and Holy Spirit or simply
into the name of Jesus Christ – The point is that we now belong to God.
Notice that we are baptized into* His name. That indicates that we are united
with Him and belong to Him.
*Some translations write ‘in’, but the original Greek word means ‘into’.
Self-test

1. What are the requirements
to be baptised?
2. When did they baptise people in the early church?
3. Does water baptism save
us?
4. Is the a difference between
Johns baptism and the
Christian baptism ?
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Talking with God (Prayer)

Lesson 5

Romans 10:13.

Our salvation begins with prayer. We have to call upon the Lord in prayer in order to be saved.
Of course, prayer does not stop there. To keep walking with God, we need to keep talking to Him in
prayer.
God hears every prayer from His people. It does not matter how small the
prayer may be. It is precious to Him.

Prayer deepens our relationship with God
If two people are friends but they never spend time with each other and talk
together, they will not get to know each other. If one person does all the talking but never listens to the other person or gives him a chance to talk, they
will not have a close relationship.
Prayer is simply talking to God and it is also listening to God. In this
way we will get to know God and develop a close relationship with Him.

Prayer establishes God's lordship in our lives
What happens when we come to God in prayer each day?
1. We surrender to His lordship and to His will.
2. We ask Him to take control of our lives and to guide us. As we submit
to Him in prayer, God can give us direction. He can show us where He
wants us to go and what He wants us to do.
3. He can show us some area in our lives that He wants to change.

Prayer releases God’s generosity and help
Philippians 4:19. Matthew 7:7-8.

God has promised to meet all of our needs. Like a loving father, He desires
to meet all our needs and only waits for us to ask Him.
Through prayer God will meet our needs:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Our daily physical needs.
Physical and emotional strength,
Power + boldness to serve God.
Power to resist temptation.

Matthew 6:11.
Isaiah 40:29-31.
Acts 4:31.
Matthew 26:41.
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5. Deliverance from trouble.
6. Understanding and wisdom.
7. Deliverance from Satan's stronghold.

Psalm 34:17
James 1:5.
Mark 9:29.

Memory verse: John 16:24, “Until now you have not asked for anything in
my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete”.
God does not want us to pray just for our own
needs, but also to pray for His will to be done
in others
We must pray beyond our own needs

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Prayer for the government. 1 Timothy 2:1-3.
Prayer for the church. 1 Thess. 1,2
Prayer for ministries.
Ephesians 6:19-20
Prayer for each other.
James 5:16
Prayer for the lost.
1 Timothy 2:3-4

Vital issues for effective prayer:
Pray in faith
Mark 11:24.

God has given us some
keys in His Word to
make our prayers more
effective.

Faith is being sure of something before we see it.
We should be very clear about what we are asking for. Then we need to exercise faith and believe that we have already received what we have asked for,
even though it cannot be seen with our natural eyes.
God says that if we pray with this kind of faith then, in time, we will have
whatever we asked for.
Illustration: People say ‘I cannot believe’. But many of them execute faith
every day: If you want to travel by train to another town, you go to the railway station at the right time, and even if the train is not seen, you believe
that it will come, and that it will take you to your destination.

Watch out for hindrances
Prayer becomes ineffective if we lack faith or any of the other qualities mentioned as Biblical ways to pray. James 1,6-8
But there may also be issues that directly block our connection to God:
1. Idolatry.
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Ezekiel 14:3, 2King 22:17,

a) We cannot serve both God and Satan. God is a jealous God.
b) If we want God to answer our prayers, we have to get rid of all idols
and have nothing to do with witchcraft.
2. Holding on to Sin.

Psalm 66:18.

a) We must be quick to repent of any sin.
b) Satan fears the power of prayer and so he
will try to entangle us in anything that hinders prayer.
Pray in agreement
Matthew 18:19.

1. Satan knows the power that results from God's people being united in
prayer.
2. He will do anything to break up the harmony of God's people.
3. We must resist him and stand together in agreement in prayer.
How to pray in His will
1 John 5:14-15.

1. God is the most important person to be in agreement with.
2. We should wait upon God and ask Him what He wants to do.
3. Then we can pray according to His will.
Pray in the Spirit
Ephesians 6:18. Romans 8:26.

1. We need the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in our prayer.
2. Notice that this is one of our weapons of warfare against the enemy.
1. The Holy Spirit will help us to pray according to God's will.
Pray in His name
John 14:13.

1. We pray to the Father in Jesus' name by the power of the Holy Spirit.
2. To pray in His name means that we come to God though Jesus. (as if it
was Jesus himself praying)
Memory verse: Mark 11:24, “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask
for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours”.
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The importance of the Bible

Lesson 6

2 Timothy 3:16.

1. Although men wrote the Bible with
their own hands, the Bible is not
man speaking; it is God speaking.
2. God has revealed His plan for our
lives in the Bible.
The Bible is like a roadmap for our lives, guiding us in the way we should
go. To walk with God, we need to study ‘His map’ each day.
Listen to the Word
Ephesians 4:11-12.

Notice that all these gifts (also called ‘ministries’) which Christ gave to the
church have one thing in common: (v.12) their responsibility is to equip
God’s people to do his work and build up the church (called ‘the body of
Christ’).
We need to take every opportunity we can to receive the teaching and
preaching of God's Word so we can be shaped and equipped by it.
Read the Word daily
Matthew 4:4.

1. If we do not eat food each day, we will soon
become weak. – God’s word is spiritual food!
If we do not ‘eat’ the Word each day by reading it we
will be spiritual week. - The Word can strengthen and satisfy
us.
2. If we read only a few lines of God's Word, we may misunderstand something about our Father in heaven and our relationship with Him.
Illustration: Some boys were telling each other about their fathers work. One
boy said ‘My father uses a knife to cut people and remove things from their
bodies.’- If you heard only this sentence you might think this man was a
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criminal, but he was actually a surgeon who saved many life’s through medical surgery.
3. It is very important that we read the whole Bible. Most important for
Christian growth is the Gospels, Acts and the letter in New Testament.
Read one chapter at a time, and complete a book before you start a new.
4. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you read. Jesus promised us that the
Holy Spirit would lead us into all truth. John 16:13.

Have time alone with God
We have considered the importance of praying and
reading the Word. Let us now look at how we can
make a plan to spend time seeking God in prayer and in His Word each day.
Establish a routine
Have a set place.

Matthew 6:6.

We should find a quiet place where we can be
alone with God. If our circumstances do not
allow us a place alone with God indoors, we
have to make a plan - even if it means meeting with God outside.
Have a set time.

Ephesians 5:15-16.

Our good intentions for time with God can be
quickly lost in the many demands of the day.
But we need to make praying and reading
God's Word a daily habit and priority.
Illustration: In Daniel 6:10 we are told that Daniel made a habit of praying at three set times during each day. Daniel, as one of the
rulers of the large Babylonian Empire, knew that if he did not set aside time for
God each day then the many concerns of the day would keep him from this, his
most important task.

If an hour sounds like too much time, then start with ten minutes in the
morning and ten at night until it becomes a habit in your life.
You will quickly find that ten minutes is not enough time, and you can slowly increase that time until one hour will seem too short a time to spend in fellowship with God.
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Remember to keep in touch with God all through the day, not only at your set
times of prayer.

Things you could include in your quiet time
– Don’t treat this list as a religious ‘law’. - It is just a guideline.
1. Start with praise and worship.
Psalm 100:4.

Praise and worship is like entering God’s place
2. Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance.
Romans 8:26.

Ask Him to guide you throughout the day.
3. Lay down your own desires.
Isaiah 55:8.

In this time our needs take second place. Pray according to His will
4. Repent if the spirit We need to repent of any sin. Ask the Holy Spirit
to convict you of anything in your heart that may
convicts you.
be blocking your communion with God.
Psalm 66:18.
5. Listen to God’s
voice.
John 10:27.

6. Pray for personal
needs.
Matthew 6:11.

7. Intercede for others.
Ephesians 6:18

8. Read the Bible.
Psalm 119:169.

9. Give thanks.
Luke 17:11-19.

You are one of God's sheep. Our Shepherd has
promised to speak with us. Our prayer is like talking to God, but we should give God time to speak
to us also.
God wants us to ask Him for our needs each day.
Talk to God in prayer about things you need and
things you are concerned about.
Our time of prayer is not only a time to pray for
our own needs. It is also a time to pray for the
needs of others.
(intercede = to pray with heart and passion)

Take time to receive your daily spiritual food from
God's Word.
Only one of the ten lepers who were healed by Jesus returned to thank Jesus, and the Lord commended him. We have much to be thankful for.

Self-test:

1. Explain how the Word of God can be compared to food
2. Other reasons that you should read the word every day?
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3. Mention 3 ways to utilize or appropriate the word.
4. What is meant by ‘time alone with God’?
5. Mention the 3 things you find most important to include in your daily
quiet time with the Lord

You and the local church

Lesson 7

Hebrews 10:25.

In our new life with Christ, we are not called to walk alone. God wants us to
be a part of a local church where we can fellowship and work together with
other Christians.
Illustration: A coal that falls from the fire goes out quickly, but a coal that
remains with the other coals keeps burning.
We will keep burning for Jesus as we keep meeting together.
Jesus meets us there
Matthew 18:20.

We know that Jesus is with us everywhere we go. But Christ has
promised to meet with us in a special way as we gather together.
To receive teaching
Acts 2:42, "They devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching."

Shepherds make sure the sheep receive the right kind of food. God has given
shepherds (pastors) to the church in order for his sheep to receive good
teaching that will feed them and make them strong.
To love and encourage one another
Acts 2:42, "…. fellowship, .. breaking of bread … prayer".

The early church came together in love - caring for and encouraging each
other. We are also to join together in prayer and the Lord's Supper as Jesus
commanded us to do.
God's power is released
Acts 2:43.
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When we join together as His body, God's power is released in a special way.
This power brings healing and deliverance to God's people and, through His
people, power to touch the world.

Needs of the individuals are met
Acts 2:45. and James 2:16

The love and concern the early church had for each other were practical.
They helped each other so that no one in the body was hungry or had any
other material need.

Christian friends help to improve the house of a granny with 3 children.

This concern for one another had a tremendous impact on the world. The
love we have for each other should distinguish us as God's people in the
world. John 13:34-35.

Meet together often – also in the homes
Acts 2:46.

We are the body of Christ. Through us Christ will influence the world, do
miracles and change our local communities. Therefore we need to work well
together and meet frequently.
To praise and worship
Acts 2:47a, "With glad and sincere
hearts, praising God".

God desires that we join together as
His body in praise and worship to
Him. In this way we exalt Him; and
He also ministers to us.
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To reach the lost together

Acts 2:47b says: "And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved". This should be normal for the church.
As we unite and work together, we will be more effective in reaching out and
bringing people to salvation in Jesus. – You will become more bold, and you
will learn from the interaction with your fellow Christians.
To receive ministry and mature in our own ministry
Ephesians 4:11-12.

God wants to use different ministries within His church to help each member
in their walk with Him. We need to meet together to receive this ministry.
1. It is not only the leaders of the church who are called to do the work of
the Lord. Every person in the body of Christ has their part to play.
2. As each member receives ministry, they will mature in the work God
wants them to do. In this way, the church will be healthy and equipped to
complete the task God has called it to.
For protection
Hebr. 13:17. Acts 20:28-31.

1. Those who are called to be leaders
in God's church have been given a
great responsibility - to nurture,
equip and protect the body of Christ.
2. As in the natural: The sheep that wander off on their own will be destroyed
by the wolf. The sheep that keep together, submitting to the leadership of
their shepherd, will be protected.
Memory verse: Romans 12:10, "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.
Honour one another above yourselves".
Self test:

Write down other names used about the Church.
1. Ephesians 3:14,15; Galatians 6:10

______________________

2. Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5

______________________

3. 1 Peter 2:5,9; Revelation 1:6

______________________

4. 2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelation 19:7

______________________
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5. Revelation 1:12,20; Matthew 5:14-16 ______________________
Consider how each of these names affects how the members of the church
should act.

Tell others the good news

Lesson 8

Mark 16:15.

God has a purpose for us that He reveals more and more as we come to
know Him better. Through our daily
walk and talk with Him he equips us
for it.
One of the things He wants us to do
is to go and tell the good News to
people who don’t know Him, and
guide them to salvation in Christ.

God has sent us
John 20:21.

1. God has proven that He loves the world by sending His only son to die
for the world. (John 3:16). - He loves all the people of this world the
same and does not want to see any of them go to hell.
2. Jesus came to the earth to save the lost. Luke 19:10. With God's heart
of love, Jesus walked on the earth telling people the good news of salvation.
3. Christ has called us to this same ministry. You and I can take the good
news to every part of the earth and to every person. Each of us will
come into contact with some unbelievers that no other Christians will
have contact with.
Illustration: Like a fisherman who is concerned about catching fish, Christians are
to be concerned about catching these lost souls for Christ. Matthew 4:19.
Christ has given us power
Acts 1:8.

1. Many times the task of reaching
the lost seems too difficult and
overwhelming. We may feel that
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we are not gifted or not clever enough to speak about Christ.
2. We need to realize God has given us the power of the Holy Spirit for
this purpose.
3. As we step out in faith to speak to people, God will release His power
and enable us to be effective witnesses for Him.

We need to go where the lost are
Luke 15:3-4. Matt 4,19

1. A fisherman would not be a
fisherman if he never went
where the fish are. Many
Christians don’t want to be
with non-Christians or go
where sinners gather.
2. Just like Jesus, who was accused of ‘eating with sinners’,
we need to reach out to the
lost. Matthew 9:11.
3. While it is important for Christians to meet together as the church - God has given us another task to
do. We need to be careful not to neglect this task of fishing for souls.

Testify to what Jesus has done for you
John 9,25.

We are not called to argue, we are
called to testify.
The blind man whom Jesus healed
was tired of arguing about Jesus.
All he finally said was, ‘One thing
I do know - I was blind but now I
see’. It is hard to argue with that!
You can help others believe the
good news by telling them what
Jesus has done for you personally.
Bring people to Jesus and make them His disciples
John 1:41,42.
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1. Find scriptures from the Bible that explains the way of salvation.
2. Learn these scriptures and share them as you witness to the unsaved. It
is the truth that will set men free. John 8:32. Faith will be imparted as
people hear the Word. Romans 10:17.
3. Jesus has called us to make disciples not converts. A disciple is a follower of Jesus.
4. The Bible says that Satan will try to rob the word that has been planted
in the person's heart. We should help the new convert grow strong in
Christ and resist the enemy's attack.

We witness through our lifestyle
Matthew 5:16.

The action we take speaks louder than what we say. In all we say and do, we
need to be a witness of Jesus.
Seeing Christ living through our lives will draw people to God.
Memory verse: Matthew 4:19,
"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men".

People with or without Christ
Consider the state of man without Christ:
People without Christ
People in Christ
Slaves to sin.
Freed from sin's power
Ephesians 2:1, Romans 6:16
Romans 6:6,18, Romans 8:2
Separated from God.
United with God
Ephesians 4:18, Isaiah 59:2
Ephesians 2:13, 2 Corinthians 13:5
Objects of wrath.
Objects of grace
Ephesians 2:3, Ephesians 5:6.
Romans 5:9, John 1:16,17.
Under Satan's power.
Have authority over Satan
John 10:10, Acts 26:18.
Luke 10:18,19, James 4:7
Destined for hell.
Destined for heaven
Revelation 20:15, Matthew 3:12.
Matthew 13:40-43, Revelation 7:9
Complete this course by reading the first chapters of this booklet again:
‘The basic Gospel’ - and - ‘How to receive Jesus as Saviour’
This is exactly what you need to lead others to Christ.
Be a doer of the word.
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Unless you use it, you will eventually
lose it!
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Appendix
Christians

Daily life Questions for

Suppose I am a Christian, what should I answer to these questions?
What is my first priority in life?
To have fellowship with Christ and to bring others into that fellowship.
Must I be baptised in water?
Yes! It is a step of obedience, and any Christian should obey Christ!
Must I attend a church?
The question is wrong: As a Christian you ARE part of the church. You
should not stay alone, but devote yourself to the teaching and the fellowship
(Acts 2:42). This fellowship and teaching can take place in an organised
church, and it can be in small groups of believers. But remember that you
must have access to teaching, pastoral care, God’s revelation, etc.
When can I start a sexual relationship with a boyfriend (or girlfriend)?
When you are married to the person. Sexual relationships outside marriage
are not right.
Can I be part of traditional practises such as sacrificing to ancestors, using muthi, etc?
No. You must clearly indicate that you worship God alone. That may cause
some resistance from your family.
Can I eat meat from animals that have been used for such rituals?
The meat is OK. I will not harm you to eat it, but it is better to stay away
from it because others would see it as being part of the ritual.
If my ancestors appear to me in a dream, must I then obey them?
No. Your ancestors do NOT appear to you! This is the deception of the devil
(a demonic attack). If you have such dreams, pray to God and ask Him to
free you from the demonic attack.
How can I know what is sin and what is OK?
Our primary goal is to do what is right and after God’s heart, so we should
spend more time looking for the right, than looking for the wrong.
Of course we must be aware of sin and Satan’s temptations. Here are some
guidelines: If the Bible clearly speaks out against it, it is sin. If you feel condemned by doing it, it is sin. If you think it is wrong, don’t do it. If you can
do it with thanksgiving to God and a clear conscience, just carry on.
Remember: Sin is not just doing the wrong thing. It is also failing to do the
right thing. If God tells you to do something, and you don’t do it, then you
sin against God. Sin is disobedience to God.
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7 Questions Teen-agers need answers to:
Of course there is far more than 7 questions you are faced with, and you are
welcome to raise other questions in this module, and we will try to find biblical answers to them.
The most important part of this course is really that you find out the Bible
has something to say about any issue in life.
7 very common questions are listed below, and we will deal with them one
by one:
1. Role of the ancestors / ancestral worship
2. Dreams – do they mean anything?
3. When is it right to have sex
4. Alcohol
5. Drugs
6. Telling the truth or a lie
7. Responsibility with money
We will not go deep into any of these questions today, but maybe you have
additional questions we should add to the list?

Role of the ancestors / ancestral worship
Let us read and discuss the below quote from the internet.
A young South African writes:
Now, to describe briefly my experiences, I grew up in a deeply traditional yet
equally religious family. Us black people here believe that u need to slaughter
a goat or a sheep for your ancestors to say thank u when you've had a series of
good things happen, to ask as well, we would maybe slaughter a white chicken
just to ask for protection and we'll light up traditional incense and brew traditional beer and and call other family to be with us...We also believe in going to
the grave of the dead family member to talk to them and ask for protection before a trip or before undertaking something big...like a business. The thinking
basically is that our ancestors are mediums that can talk to God for us. In the
Zulu culture that I'm from in paticular, we believe that there has always been a
bigger and greater spiritual being and we called him "umvelinqanga"-don't
even try to pronounce that..you might bite your tongue...but u can always make
a quick call to South Africa if u really want to know. anyway, like I was saying..this has been the way for us to express ourselves and we believed in the
guidance of the elders and the "healers", using traditional medicne, because
we usually use leaves and barks and roots to make aloe-which has great health
and healing powers, infact most medicne has a herbal variant that has always
been there in Africa...

The Bible has a lot to say about honouring parents, but not to try to make any
contact to the dead, as that leads into spiritual deception. (another lesson)
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Biblical geography
IBhayibheli kwezendawo
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The Word of God – and milk ?
Read 1 Peter 2:2
Discuss who needs milk
What is Peter really talking about, when he says ‘spiritual milk’.
How valuable milk is as a nutrition. (look at the picture below)
And if you should live on milk alone.

This picture is the back panel of a milk container.

Read also Hebrews 5:12 and 1 Corinthians 3:2 - and talk about what
that scripture indicates.
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Use this table to find the books in the 2 different Zulu Bibles:
White column is the big Bible,
orange column is the small Bible.

IZINCWADI ZETESTAMENTE ELIDALA
UGenesise
UEksodusi
ULevitikusi
UNumeri
UDuteronomi
UJoshuwa
AbAhluleli
URuthe
USamuweli I
USamuweli II
AmaKhosi I
AmaKhosi II
IziKronike I
IziKronike II
UEzra
UNehemiya
UEsteri
Ujobe
AmaHubo
IzAga

Page
1
64
117
154
209
255
287
318
322
363
398
439
477
514
558
571
590
600
639
745

Page
5
58
103
134
180
218
244
269
273
306
334
367
398
430
466
476
492
499
531
613

UmShumayeli
IsiaHlabelelo
seziHlabelelo
Ulsaya
UJeremiya
IsiLilo
UHezekeli
UDaniyeli
UHoseya
UJoweli
UAmose
UObadiya
UJona
UMika
UNahume
UHabakuki
UZefaniya
UHagayi
UZakariya
UMaIaki

Page
784

Page
641

796
803
882
961
969
1031
1050
1062
1067
1077
1079
1082
1089
1092
1096
1100
1102
1114

650
655
718
780
785
837
852
861
865
872
873
875
881
883
886
888
890
899

IZINCWADI ZETESTAMENTE ELISHA
NgokukaMathewu
NgokukaMarku
NgokukaLuka
NgokukaJohane
IzEnzo
KwabaseRoma
I kwabaseKorinte
II kwabaseKorinte
KwabaseGalathiya
Kwabase-Efesu
KwabaseFilipi
KwabaseKolose
I kwabaseThesalonika
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5
47
73
116
149
192
211
228
241
248
255
260

Ikhasi
905
940
961
997
1025
1061
1077
1092
1102
1107
1113
1117
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1120

Ikhasi
II kwabaseThesalonika
I kuThimothewu
II kuThimothewu
KuThithu
KuFilemoni
KumaHeberu
EkaJakobe
I kaPetru
II kaPetru
I kaJohane
II kaJohane
III kaJohane
EkaJuda
IsAmbulo

269
272
278
282
285
286
300
305
311
315
320
321
322
324

1124
1125
1130
1133
1135
1136
1147
1151
1155
1158
1162
1163
1163
1164

