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Course Outcomes – Vision of John
In South Africa training is related to the concept of Outcome Based Education. (In common language: What you have gained from the course)
Bible Knowledge and background info fit nicely into this concept.
The following are the course outcomes for this book. Read them carefully and rate y yourself at the beginning of the course, using a pencil,
and at the end of the course, using a pen. Use these values:
- I have too little knowledge to answer this question: 0
- I have a basic understanding and can answer satisfactory: 1

1. I can explain why Revelation is called a Prophetic Book
2. I can describe the 3 sections it falls in
3. I can describe the four different view on this book
4. I can point out where the 7 churches were
5. I know the meaning of the 7-sealed scroll.
6. I can summarise the events related to the 7 trumpets.
.
7. I know who Revelation tells us the 144.000 are
8. I can describe some interpretations of ‘Babylon’.
9. I know which books in Old Testament Revelation touch.
10. I can describe the uniqueness of the Millennium
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Introduction: The Book of Revelation
Just as Genesis is the book of beginnings, Revelation is the
book of the final events of this world. It is a revelation from
Christ about heavenly issues. It is a prophetic vision of the
future and end time. John saw this revelation while captive
on Patmos, and an angel told him to write it down. Whereas the
first book of the Bible tells of the beginning of sin and Satan's
triumph, the last book of the Bible, Revelation, tells of the end of sin and Satan's defeat.

The book of Revelation
John / Patmos
Author / place
To whom /where All Christians
Background: John is exiled by the

Date written 90
Beyond End time
Themes
Outline:
Roman government to Patmos, a small
1.Letters to the 7 churches.
island off the coast of Greece, for
2. The 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7
preaching the Word of God. His exile is bowls of wrath.
only part of an intense period of perse3. The overthrow of Babylon.
cution against the church, which follows 4. Second coming of Christ.
the Roman emperor Domitian's procla5. The Millennium & The rebelmation that he should be worshiped as
lion and Satan's final doom.
deity. While on Patmos, John receives
6. The new Jerusalem.
this revelation from and about Jesus
7. The return of the Lord Jesus
Christ. An angel helps John to underChrist
stand the vision.
Revelation
Focus
Past
Present
Future: ‘Things, which will take place’
Reference 1:1 - - - 2:1 - - - - 4:1 - - - - - - 6:1 - - - - - - - - 19:7 - - - - 20:1 - - - - - - 21:1 - Division
The
Seven
The
Tribulation
Second Millennium Eternal
Lord churches
Judge
coming
state
Topic
Vision of Christ
Vision of consummation
Location
World events
Time
95-96

Themes and message
Revelation gives us colourful descriptions of the last days before Christ's
return and the birth of the new heaven and new earth. It tells about the
prophetic events which await every person, whether dead or alive. Revelation makes known what is to come: the series of devastations to be
poured out upon the earth; the mark of the beast, "666"; the last and great
battle of Armageddon; the binding of Satan; the reign of the Lord; the
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great white throne judgment; and the nature of the eternal city of God.
Prophecies concerning Jesus Christ are fulfilled, and a concluding call to
his lordship assures us that he will soon return.

Four Different Views on Revelation
The visions of 6:1–18:24 are usually viewed in one of four very different
ways. The “Preterist” interpretation (meaning “ the past”) understands
this passage to refer to events which occurred during the period of the
Roman empire. The “Historical” interpretation understands Revelation to
present an outline of church history from the day of Pentecost to the
Second Coming of Christ. The “Idealist” approach is that the book of
Revelation depicts in symbolic fashion the great spiritual struggle between good and evil. Finally, the “Futurist” interpretation views Revelation as a description of future events which will accompany the end of
the age.

Summary of Four Views on Revelation
Interpretive Approach
Preterist
Historical
Idealist

Futurist

Basic Thesis
All the events of Revelation were fulfilled during
the period of the Roman Empire.
Revelation is a panorama of church history from
the apostolic era until the end
Revelation is not a representation of actual events,
but is rather a symbolic depiction of the spiritual
warfare between good and evil.
Beginning with ch. 4, Revelation describes the future events accompanying the end of the age.

Patmos
The island of Patmos is today part of
Greece. It is located among a sporadic
group of islands in The Aegean Sea near
the west coast of Turkey. It is a relatively small island, measuring only
about 10 by 16 kilometers, with a very
irregular coastline.
The Romans used Patmos, and numerous other legally remote places (i.e.
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where the prisoners had no legal rights but were held without charge or
trial) as a place for political or religious prisoners.
According to history books, John was sent to Patmos in the year 95 by
the Roman emperor Domitian, but was released less than 2 years later.
Since he, and all of The Twelve Apostles were roughly the same age as
Jesus, John being the youngest, would by that time have been around 90
years old. He would most likely have been the only apostle to survive to
old age. All the rest were martyred much earlier.

A book to encourage the Church
Blessed is the one who
reads the words of this
prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take
to heart what is written in
it, because the time is near.

Compare Rev 1,4-6 to the
typical greeting used in the letters of Paul
(e.g. 1Cor 1,3)

The book seems to take place in two parallel tracks. They are directly linked but
quite contrasting:
In Heaven worship is taking place the
whole way through. God is praised for His eternal wisdom, greatness and
love – and the Lamb is honoured for the work of salvation.
On earth things are going from bad to worse, as the
consequences of sin are catching up with man. – even
during this time the greatest deception is in progress.
But the Church is encouraged to stay pure and holy.

ΑΩ

He who is and who was and who is to come…

What does it mean that Jesus is the First and the Last?

Some classic ways to illustrate the events
The events of Revelation are difficult to map, but many have tried to put
them into a broader understanding of time periods: The model below is
part of total view on history as 7 dispensations. (see later) The sixth dispensation is called: ‘The dispensation of the Holy Ghost’. This is understood as the time form the day of Pentecost till the rapture. – This is also
referred to at ‘the period of the Church’ or ‘the period of Grace’.
The seventh dispensation starts after the rapture. - This model is based on
the assumption that the book of revelation is written in chronological order – which is rather unlikely. – Therefore; look at the charts with this
uncertainty in mind. (more about views on p. 20 and in the appendix)
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After the rapture follows the time of Antichrist, which again is followed
by the second coming of Christ.
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Next comes ‘the
Millennial Reign
of Christ’ (a kingdom of peace on
earth for 1000
years. - After that
follows the day of
judgment and the
coming of the new
Jerusalem.
As you notice such
old-time style
charts give a nice
overview of the
events. - But even
if the chronology
looks simple, please bear in mind that most Hebrew writings go over the
same theme a number of times with a change of which details are in focus. This may also be the case in the book of Revelation. (more about
this later)

Was this book written by John?
Five times the author identifies himself as John. There are some between
Revelation and the other writings of John in the New Testament in terms
7

of vocabulary and grammar. There are also some theological differences.
However there are a number of very remarkable similarities between
Revelation and the other books. (e.g., the distinctive use of terms such as
“word,” “lamb,” and “true,” and the careful development of opposing
themes such as light and darkness, love and hatred, good and evil). Many
of the differences can be explained by the unusual circumstances surrounding this book. Most likely John has written this book personally in
Greek, which was a foreign language to him, whereas he would
normally have somebody with
him to do the writing.
Revelation was written at a time
when Roman hostility to Christianity was erupting into overt persecution (1:9; 2:10, 13). The contents of Revelation indicate that
the Asian churches had been in
existence for a number of years,
long enough to have reached a point of self-righteousness and decline
(2:4; 3:1, 15–18).

Themes and Literary Structure
Revelation is written in the form of apocalyptic literature (cf. Daniel and
Zechariah) and it refers to itself as a prophetic book (1:3; 22:7, 10, 18,
19). Two important sections in Revelation are indicated in 1:19: ‘Write
down what you have seen - both the things that are now happening and
the things that will happen later’.
The number “seven” has a remarkable significance in
Revelation. It occurs fifty-two times! Three cycles of
seven judgments in chapters 6–16 consist of seven
seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls.
What does ‘apocalyptic literature’ mean?
Discuss the additional meaning some of the figures that are frequently used in Revelation:
For example: 3, 4, 6, 7, 12, 1000, 666, 144000 (see also appendix)
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Outline of revelation
To get a workable subdivision of the book we suggest to divide it into an
introduction plus seven sections or ‘acts’ as below. However the book
cannot completely be fitted into such a scheme. It flows like two or more
overlapping streams at the same time. Anyway an outline can be helpful:

Johns introduction: Headline, greeting and summary
1. Headline & Introduction
2. Extended greeting
3. Compressed message

1:1–3
1:4-6
1:7-8

‘The Things that are Now’ (ch 1-3)
Act 1: The Church on earth and Jesus Christ in its midst.
1. Revelation of Christ
2. Messages to each of the 7 churches

1:9–20
2:1–3:22

‘The Things that Will happen Later’ ( ch 4–22)
Act 2: Vision of God in heaven and opening 7 seals
1.
2.
3.
4.

God in control
Six first seals (four horsemen …)
Interlude
The Seventh Seals (overlapping nest events)

4:1–5:14
6:1-17
7:1-17
8:1–8:5

Act 3: Vision of seven Angels – Gods Wrath
1. Six trumpets
2. Second interlude
3. The seventh trumpet (overlapping nest events)

8:6-9:21
10:1-11:14
11:15-19

Act 4: Vision of the Church Triumphant
1.
2.
3.
4.

The woman and the Dragon
The beasts
The Lamb with the 144.000
Proclamation by 3 angels + the harvest

12:1-13:1
13:2-18
14:1-5
14:6-20

Act 5: The seven Angels with the last seven plagues
1. Seven angels from the temple
2. The angels pour out the seven bowls

15:1-8
16:1-21

Act 6: Vision of the Doom of Evil
1. The woman and the Beast
2. Fall of Babylon

17:1-18
18:1-19-5
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3. Wedding supper of the Lamb

19:6-20:3

Act 7: Vision of Eternal Life
1. Martyrs reign with Christ
2. New heaven, a new earth, new Jerusalem
3. Conclusion (compare to initial message)

20:5-14
21:1–22:5
22:6–21

Additional perspectives
In the book of revelation several things happen at the same time. It can
be seen as parallel accounts of events taking place in Heaven and events
taking place on earth. It is striking how the worship and celebration in
heaven remains undisturbed throughout the book while judgment and
chaos prevails on earth.

Johns introduction:
Headline, greeting and summary
Read Rev 1:1-3 + 4-6 + 7-8

The very first words of the book (v1-3) could have been the ‘title page’.
It also includes the purpose of the book and some introductory comments
almost like a preface written by somebody else.
Then we find a greeting quite similar to the letters. (v.4-6). Most likely
the book has been sent as a circular letter to the seven churches. The
greeting differs from the well known format by some more focus on the
heavenly.
v. 7-8 seems like a summary of the book’s key-message: We are waiting
for Jesus to come again. He is the beginning and the end!

‘The Things that are Now’ (ch 1-3)
The first three chapters of Revelation form a unit and are comparatively
easy to understand. They are the most familiar and serve as an introduction to the whole book.
Even if the book is addressed to the 7 churches, and these 3 chapters are
dealing with specific local situations, the message also concerns the
church at large.
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Act 1: The Church on earth and Jesus Christ
in its midst.
The son of man among the lampstands (1:9-20)
After a brief indication of the historical situation that brought it about
(1:9-11), John describes his vision of “someone, like a son of man,”
walking among seven
golden lampstands (verses
12-16). The person identifies himself as the exalted
Lord, Jesus Christ (verses
17-18), and then explains
the meaning of the symbolic vision (verses 1920). Finally, the Lord addresses a rather detailed
and specific message to
each of the seven churches
in Asia (2:1– 3:22).
What phrase does John use to identify the person standing among
the lampstands? (1:13)
What does it mean that Jesus holds the
keys to death and to the place of the dead?

The seven churches
The book of Revelation contains special messages directed to churches
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in seven specific cities throughout the Roman province of Asia. These
cities were important trade and communication centres, which were connected by major roads in New Testament times. Notice that John addressed the churches in exactly the order shown on the following map—
from Ephesus north to Pergamum, then south all the way to Laodicea.
Some scholars believe Revelation was a circular letter that would have
been read first by the Ephesian church, then passed on to the next church
on the route.
The letters to the seven churches follow a similar pattern of commendation for faithfulness (except for Laodicea), criticism (except for Smyrna
and Philadelphia), call to repentance, threat of judgment, and promise of
reward to those who respond. The author is Christ; He speaks to those
who have accepted His sacrifice and triumph, but who are failing in
spiritual maturity or faithfulness.
Notice that the very powerful expressions in places where you might not
expect them: The very well known illustration of Jesus standing at the
door is from the message to Laodicea.
Read Rev. 2:1-3:22 Read about each
church
As Jesus addressed each church,
he told the people something about themselves that they already knew (that they were
under pressure, that they were well-off, etc.).
But then he pointed out something that
probably surprised or shocked them
Write down what you think the churches
knew already, and what you think came as a
surprise to them

They knew they were:
Ephesus

They were surprised to be:

_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
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Smyrna

_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________

Pergamum

_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________

Thyatira

_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________

Sardis

_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________

Philadelphia _____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
Laodicea

_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________
_____________________ ________________________

Discuss if the small drawings below somehow could apply to the 7
churches.
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The Seven Churches of Revelation
Ephesus
(2:1-7)
Smyrna
(2:8–11)
Pergamum
(2:12-17)

Thyatira
(2:18–29)

Sardis
(3:1-6)

Praise
Rejects evil,
perseveres,
has patience
Gracefully
bears suffering
Keeps the
faith of
Christ

Criticism
Love for
Christ has
cooled off
None

Instruction
Do the works
you did at
first
Be faithful
until death

Promise
The tree of life

Tolerated
immorality,
idolatry, and
heresies
Tolerates cult
of idolatry
and immorality

Repent

Hidden manna
and a stone with
a new name

Judgment
coming; keep
the faith

Rule over nations and receive morning
star

Repent;
strengthen
what remains
Keep the faith

Faithful honoured and
clothed in white
A place in
God’s presence,
a new name,
and the New
Jerusalem
Share Christ’s
throne

Love, service, faith,
patience is
greater than
at first
Some have
A dead
kept the faith church

Philadelphia Perseveres in None
(3:7–13)
the faith

Laodicea
(3:14–22)

None

Indifferent

Be zealous
and repent

The crown of
life

Think about your own church. Does any of these praises or criticisms apply to it?
Think about the best church you know.
How would the message for that church have
been? Write it down.
Think about the ‘worst’ church your know. How
would the message for that church have
been?. (Praise / Criticism / Promise (advise))
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‘The Things that Will happen Later’
The rest of the book is where interpretations becomes difficult. In this
study interpretation is not our aim – only with knowing the book. –
However it is impossible to work with this prophetic book without relating it to some of the general themes of the Bible. C.f. the rapture.

The rapture

The rapture ("harpazo" in Greek. 1
Thessalonians 4:17) is the name
given to the event in which all
Christians living on earth are
simultaneously transported to
Heaven to be with Jesus Christ. The
Bible is specific on the fact that all
who are saved will have eternal life,
and that Jesus will come again for
those who are ready. But it is not
specific on the time it will happen
compared to other future events
such as tribualtion and Millennium.

Most people might
expect that the book of
revelation would deal in details with this event: When and
how the believers are going to meet
Christ. – But that is not the case. It
is only mentioned ‘between the
lines’.
Lets make clear that the Bible is
very clear on the fact that believers
must be ready for the second coming
of Jesus. The anticipation of His coming is the main theme of this book as well.
(see 1:7, 3:11, 22:7,12,20) – But
because the rapture is not
The Tribulation: This
is a 7 year interval
mentioned directly, and because
when a world relithe Hebrew writing style does
gious-political leader
not put emphasis on chronology
called the Antichrist
– a number of views have
takes power.
emerged among Christians.

This illustration is based on the
‘Pre-tribulation-view’ (that the
rapture takes place prior to seven
years of tribulation – and that the
second coming of Jesus is thereafter)
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Different views on the timing of events
The model below illustrates 4 different views on how the rapture, the
second coming, and the milleneum succeed or overlap each other.
According to the pre.trib.view (dispensationalists, red illustration) the
rapture could take place at any moment. Next comes 7 years of
tribulation, Then the second coming of Jesus (His glorious appearing)
– and then the Millennium, - and finally the day of judgment.

Three Groups of Seven Judgments
In the Revelation John uses comThe Millennium: Revelation
plicated symbols and images
describes an important interval
mostly from Old Testament prophlasting for 1000 years when
ecy. He talks about seven seals on a
Christ rules. This is a golden
book, seven trumpets that will
era; a time of universal peace.
sound and seven bowls that will be
poured out over the earth. – This runs through the book from ch 4-19.
This is the period we refer to as the time of tribulation.
16

Act 2: Vision of God in heaven and opening 7
seals
Read Rev 5:9 - 14

The throne, the scroll, and the lamb (4:1–5:14)
Chapters 4–5 form one vision consisting of two parts: the throne (chapter
4) and the Lamb and the scroll (chapter 5). Actually, the throne vision
(chapters 4–5) and the breaking of all seven seals (chapters 6–8) form a
single, continuous vision and should not be separated; indeed, the throne
vision should be viewed as dominating the entire vision of the sevensealed scroll, and, for that matter, the rest of the book (cf. 22:3).

A new view of God’s majesty and power
For the first time in Revelation, the reader is introduced to the frequent
interchange between heaven and earth found in the remainder of the
book. What happens on earth has its inseparable heavenly counterpart.
Chapter 5 is part of the vision that begins with chapter 4 and continues
through the opening of the seven seals (Revelation 6:1–8:1; cf. introduction to chapter 4). The movement of the whole scene focuses on the slain
Lamb as he takes the scroll from the hand of the one on the throne. The
culminating emphasis is on the worthiness of
the Lamb to receive worship because of his
death.

Many names used for Christ
Throughout New Testament Jesus is referred
to as ‘The Head of the Church’, ‘the Lamb of
God’, ‘the Lion of Judah’ etc. In the table below, check the names used in the Book of
Revelation:
Ref.
1:13
1:17
1:18
2:18
3:14
5:5

Jesus’ Name
The Son of Man
The First and the Last
The living one who died
The Son of God
The faithful and true witness
The Lion of the tribe of Judah

Ref.
12:10
19:11
19:13
19:16
19:16
22:13

Jesus’ Name
Christ
Faithful and True
The Word of God
King of kings
Lord of lords
The Alpha and the Omega
17

5:5 The heir to David’s throne
5:6 Lamb
7:17 Shepherd

22:13 The Beginning and the End
22:16 The bright morning star

Discus the insight in the character of Jesus that is focused on by
each of these names.

Opening of the first six
seals (6:1-17)
The opening of the seals continues the
vision begun in chapters 4 and 5.
Now the scene shifts to events on
earth. The scroll itself involves the
rest of Revelation and has to do
with the consummation of the
mystery of all things, the goal
or end of history for both the
overcomers and the worshipers of the beast. The
seals represent events
preparatory to the final
consummation. Whether these
events come immediately
before the end or whether they
represent general conditions that
will prevail throughout the period
preceding the end is a more difficult
question.
The seals closely parallel the signs
of the approaching end times spoken of by
Jesus in his Olivet discourse (Matthew 24:1-35; Mark 13:1-37; Luke
21:5-33). This parallel to major parts of Revelation is too striking to be
ignored. Thus the seals would correspond to the “beginning of birth
pains” in his explanation about the end-time. The events are similar to
those occurring under the trumpets (Revelation 8:2–11:19) and bowls
(15:1–16:21) but should not be confused with those late and more severe
judgments.
18

discuss and make notes about the characteristics of each of the
four horse men. – Discuss also the 5th, 6th and 7th seal.
White horse / Crown + Bow.
Read 6:1-2

Red horse / sword / kill / war.
Read 6:3-4

Black horse / scale grains / money.
Read 6:5-6

Pale horse / Death Hades Sickness
Read 6:7-8
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Saints under altar / white robes
Read 6:9-11

Sun Black, Moon red / Earth quake
Read 6:12-17
Men crying Rocks hide us! Kings and generals hid in caves. Sealed. Great whiterobed multitude.

Read 8:1. What is happening now?

First interlude: the 144,000 Israelites and the whiterobed multitude (7:1-17)
The change in tone from the subject matter in the sixth seal, as well as
the delay until 8:1 in opening the seventh seal, indicate that chapter 7 is a
true interlude. The whole world is holding its breath before the opening
of the seventh seal, and even in heaven there is silence for ½ hour.
John first sees the angels, who will unleash destruction on the earth, restrained until the 144,000 servants of God from every tribe of Israel are
sealed (verses 1-8). Then he sees an innumerable multitude clothed in
white standing before the
"Where does the Bible talk about the end times?" throne of God; these are
The end-time scenario is spread out mainly over the
identified as those who have
following books and sections: Revelation, Isaiah,
come out of the great tribuJeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, the Gospels, Zechalation (verses 9-17).
riah, Zephaniah, Joel, 1 Corinthians 15:51,
1 Thessalonians 4:13.
Some scholars separate the
two groups into Jews and
20

Gentiles at large, while others see the two groups as one group viewed
from different perspectives.
Read Rev 7:3 and then verses 9 - 17

The opening of the seventh seal (8:1)
Golden Censer
After the interlude (chapter 7), the final seal is opened and silence for
half an hour occurs in heaven to prepare for judgment on earth or to hear
the cries of the martyrs on earth (cf. 6:10).
The book is now fully opened. And after the silence not one event, but
series of events take place. – This is the contents of the book:

Act 3: Vision of seven Angels – Gods Wrath
The first six trumpets
(8:2–11:14)
After a preparatory scene in
heaven (8:2-5), the six trumpets
are blown in succession (8:6–
9:19), followed again by an interlude (10:1–11:14).
1st trumpet: Hail fire and blood.

Read 8:7

2nd trumpet: Mountain ablaze

Read 8:8-9

3rd trumpet: stars

Read 8:10-11

4th trumpet: sun, moon stars

Read 8:12-13

5th trumpet: Eagle woe

Read 9:1-11

6th trumpet: star 1/3 mankind

Read 9:13-21

7th trumpet:

Read 11:14-14:20

Timing & sequence; seals, trumpets, bowls
It may be best to see the first five seals as preceding the events of the
21

trumpets and bowls. But the sixth seal enters into the period of the outpouring of God’s wrath that is enacted in the trumpet and bowl judgments (6:12-17).
The trumpet judgments thus occur during the seventh seal, and the bowl
judgments (16:1-21), during the seventh trumpet’s sounding. Therefore,
there is some overlapping, but also sequence and advancement, between
the seals, trumpets, and bowls.

More and more severe
As in the seals, there is a noticeable literary pattern in the unfolding of
the trumpets. The first four trumpets are separated from the last three,
which are called “woes” (8:13; 9:12; 11:14) and are generally reminiscent of the plagues in the book of Exodus.
Read Exodus 7:-11:7 and compare.

The last three trumpets are emphasized and are also called
“woes” (8:13) because they are so
severe. The first of these involves
an unusual plague of locusts (9:111) and the second a plague of
scorpionlike creatures (verses 1319). Both of these plagues can
best be seen as demonic hordes
(cf. verses 1, 11).

The second interlude: Eat the little book the two witnesses (10:1–11:14)
The major point of chapter 10 seems to be a confirmation of John’s prophetic call, as verse 11 indicates: “You must prophesy again about many
peoples, nations, languages and kings” (NIV). More specifically, the contents of the little scroll (book) may include chapters 11, 12, and 13.
Chapter 11 is notoriously difficult. It includes a reference to measuring
the temple, the altar, and the worshipers, and to the trampling down of
the Holy City for 42 months (11:1-2), as well as the description of the
two prophet-witnesses who are killed and raised to life (verses 3-13).
Read 11:1 and Ezekiel40-43: Measure the Temple, count the
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worshippers. – Compare the two scripture portions.
Read 11:9-10. Discuss how this is possible today.

Act 4: Vision of the Church Triumphant
The seventh trumpet (11:15–14:20)
The seventh trumpet sounds, and in heaven loud voices proclaim the final triumph of God and Christ over the
world. The theme is the kingdom of God and
Christ, eternal in its duration.
The announcement of the reign of the King
is made here, but the final breaking of the
enemies’ hold over the world does not occur
until the return of Christ (19:11-21).

The woman and the dragon
(12:1-17)
In this chapter there are three main figures:
the woman, the child, and the dragon. There
are also three scenes: the birth of the child
(verses 1-6), the expulsion of the dragon
(verses 7-12), and the dragon’s attack on the
woman and her children (verses 13-17).
Read Rev 11:15-19
And now read chapter 12:10–12 Then chapter 19:1–7, 21:3-5
and then verses 12–17 - Finally, read verses 20 - 21

The two beasts (13:1-18)
Turning from the inner dynamics of the struggle (chapter 12), chapter 13
shifts to the actual earthly instruments of this assault against God’s people—namely, the two dragon-energized beasts. The activities of the two
beasts constitute the way the dragon carries out his final attempts to
wage war on the offspring of the woman (12:17).
The dragon and the first beast enter into a conspiracy to seduce the
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whole world into worshiping the beast. The conspirators summon a third
figure to their aid—the beast from the earth, who must be sufficiently
similar to the Lamb to entice even the followers of Jesus. As the battle
progresses, the dragon’s deception becomes more and more subtle. Thus,
the readers are called on to discern the criteria that will enable them to separate the lamblike beast from the Lamb himself (cf. 13:11 with 14:1).

The harvest of the earth (14:1-20)
The two previous chapters have prepared Christians for the reality that,
as the end draws near, they will be under attack and sacrificed like sheep.
This section shows that their sacrifice is not
meaningless. In chapter 7 the 144,000 were
merely sealed; here, however, they are seen
as already delivered.
Chapter 14 briefly answers two pressing questions:
What becomes of those who refuse to receive the mark of the beast
and are killed (verses 1-5)?
What happens to the beast and his servants (verses 6-20)?

Act 5: The seven Angels with the last seven
plagues
The seven bowls
(15:1–19:10)
The series of bowl judgments
constitutes the “third woe,”
announced in 11:14 as “coming soon”. These last plagues
take place “immediately after
the distress of those days” referred to by Jesus in the Olivet discourse and may well be the fulfilment
of his apocalyptic words: “The sun will be darkened, and the moon
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will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly
bodies will be shaken” (Matthew 24:29, NIV).

Preparation: the seven angels with the seven last
plagues (15:1-8)
Chapter 15 is related to the OT account of the exodus and is strongly
suggestive of the liturgical tradition of the ancient synagogue. The chapter has two main visions: the first portrays the victors who have emerged
triumphant from the great ordeal (verses 2-4); the second relates the
emergence from the heavenly temple of the seven angels clothed in white
and gold who hold the seven bowls of the last plagues (verses 5-8).

The pouring out of the bowl judgments (16:1-21)
These occur in rapid succession with only a brief pause for a dialogue
between the third angel and the altar, accentuating the justice of God’s
punishments (verses 5-7). This rapid succession is probably due to John’s
desire to give a telescopic view of the first six bowls and to hasten then
on to the seventh, where the far more interesting judgment on Babylon
occurs, concerning which the author will give a detailed account. The
final three plagues are social and spiritual in their effect and shift from
nature to humanity.

Act 6: Vision of the Doom of Evil
The prostitute
and the beast
(17:1-18)
To a majority of modern
interpreters, Babylon
represents the city of
Rome. The beast stands
for the Roman Empire as
a whole, including its
provinces and peoples.
However, it is not sufficient simply to identify
Babylon with Rome. For that matter, Babylon cannot be confined to any
one historical manifestation, past or future; it has multiple equivalents
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(cf. 11:8). Babylon is found wherever there is satanic deception. Babylon
is better understood here as the representative head of all wellestablished worldly resistance to God Babylon is a transhistorical reality
that includes idolatrous kingdoms as diverse as Sodom, Egypt, Babylon,
Tyre, Nineveh, and Rome. Babylon is an eschatological symbol of satanic deception and power; it is a divine mystery that can never be
wholly reducible to empirical earthly institutions. Babylon represents the
total culture of the world apart from God, while the divine system is depicted by the New Jerusalem. Rome is simply one manifestation of the
total system.

The fall of Babylon the great (18:1-24)
Chapter 18 contains the
description of the previously announced
judgment on the prostitute (17:1). Under the
imagery of the destruction of a great commercial city, John describes
the final overthrow of
the great prostitute,
Babylon.

Armageddon (Greek; also spelled Har-Magedon in some modern translations) is a climactic battle between
good and evil mentioned in the Book of
Revelation. The word is sometimes used
more generally for an apocalyptic catastrophe.
The word Armageddon in Scripture
represents the Hebrew words Har Megido, meaning "Hill of Megiddo". Megiddo was the location of many decisive
battles in ancient times.
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Thanksgiving for the destruction of Babylon (19:1-5)
In stark contrast to the laments of Babylon’s consorts, the heavenly
choirs burst forth in a great liturgy of celebration to God.

The marriage of the lamb (19:6-10)
Finally, the cycle of praise is completed with the reverberating sounds of
another great multitude (verse 6): the redeemed throng (cf. 7:9). They
utter the final Hallel in words reminiscent of the great royal psalms
(Psalms 93:1; 97:1; 99:1).

The vision of the return of Christ and the consummation of the age (19:11–20:15)
The first and second last things: the rider on the white
horse and the destruction of the beast (19:11-21)
This vision, which depicts the return of Christ and the final overthrow of
the beast, may be viewed as the climax of the previous section (verses 110) or as the first of a final series of seven last things—namely, the return
of Christ; the defeat of the beast; the binding of Satan; the Millennium;
the release and final end of Satan; the last judgment; and the new heaven,
the new earth, and the new Jerusalem.
Although Satan has been dealt a death blow at the cross (cf. John 12:31;
16:11), he nevertheless continues to promulgate evil and deception during this present age (cf. Ephesians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:5; 1 Peter 5:89; Revelation 2:10). Yet he is a deposed ruler who is now under the sovereign authority of Christ. Satan is allowed to continue his evil for a
short time until God’s purposes are finished. In this scene of the overthrow of the beast, his kings, and their armies, John shows us the ultimate and swift destruction of these evil powers by the King of kings and
Lord of lords. They have met their Master in this final and utterly real
confrontation (Revelation 19:17-21).

Act 7: Vision of Eternal Life
The binding of Satan and the millennium (20:1-6)
The Millennium has been called one of the most controversial and intriguing questions of eschatology. The main problem is whether the reference to a Millennium (thousand years) indicates an earthly historical
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reign of peace that will manifest itself at the close of this present age, or
whether the whole passage is symbolic of some present experience of
Christians or some future nonhistorical reality. The former view is called
premillennial (i.e., Christ’s second coming precedes the Millennium), the
latter is amillennial (i.e., there is no literal Millenium).
The binding of Satan removes his deceptive activities from the earth
(verses 1-3) during the time the martyred saints are resurrected and rule
with Christ (verses 4-6).

The release and final end of Satan (20:7-10)
In Ezekiel 38–39, “Gog” refers to the prince of a host of pagan invaders
from the North, especially the Scythian hordes from the distant land of
Magog. In Revelation, however, the names are symbolic of the final
enemies of Christ duped by Satan into attacking the community of the
saints.

The great white throne judgment (20:11-15)
The language of poetic imagery captures the fading character of everything that is of the world (1 John 2:15-17). Now the only reality is God
seated on the throne of judgment, before whom all must appear (Hebrews 9:27). His verdict is holy and righteous (expressed symbolically
by the white throne). This vision declares that even though it may have
seemed that the course of earth’s history ran contrary to his holy will, no
single day or hour in the world’s drama has ever detracted from the absolute sovereignty of God.

The new heaven and the new earth and the new Jerusalem (21:1–22:5)
John here describes heaven by words like pure gold and glass. A richness
of illustrations. The church is called the bride (21:2). God gives the
thirsty “the springs of the water of life without charge!” (verse 6). ‘The
people of God’ and ‘completeness’ is implied in the number 12 and its
multiples (verses 12-14, 16-17, 21), and fullness in the cubical shape of
the city (verse 16). Colourful jewels references to light and the glory of
God (21:11, 18-21, 23-25; 22:5). There is the “river of the water of life”
(22:1) and the “tree of life” (verse 2). ‘a new heaven and a new earth: for
the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no
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more sea’. (21:1).
We find many reference to the OT. Most of John’s pictures in this chapter
reflects Isaiah 60 and 65 and Ezekiel 40–48. John weaves Isaiah’s vision
of the new Jerusalem together with Ezekiel’s vision of the new temple.
The multiple OT promises used in this passage seem to indicate that the
new Jerusalem is the fulfilment of all these prophecies. There are also
references to Genesis 1–3: the absence of death and suffering, the dwelling of God with his people as in Eden, the tree of life, the removal of the
curse. Creation is restored to its unspoiled character.
The connection of this vision with the promises to the overcomers in the
letters to the seven churches (Revelation 2–3) is significant. For example, to the overcomers at Ephesus was granted the right to the tree of life
(2:7; cf. 22:2); at Thyatira, the right to rule the nations (2:26; cf. 22:5); at
Philadelphia, the name of the city of God, the new Jerusalem (3:12; cf.
21:2, 9-27). In a sense, a trace from every major section of the Revelation appears in chapters 21–22.

John’s conclusion (22:6-21)
With perfect originality, the words of the introduction (1:1-8) are pronounced again in the conclusion: The book ends with the voices of the
angel, Jesus, the Spirit, the bride, and finally John: “Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus” (22:20).
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Conclusion
We have seen at least some perspectives from this prophetic book. We
realise that it is a book that can be difficult to interpret, and that is possible to find support for many contradicting speculations about the endtime. – We have seen that many have been concerned with the order of
events, - but we have also realised that the book is not written in a strict
chronological order.
We must keep in mind that most revelation and prophecies have more
depth than the reader is able to understand. – At the same time many visions and parables also have a very simple message, that anyone should
be able to pick up. – Sometimes the urge to find ‘deep’ and ‘hidden’ messages take our attention away from the simple and obvious message.
In this case we must point out that The Book of Revelation is clearly expressing that:
1. Jesus is coming again.
2. God is in control – whatever happens on earth does not shake his
eternal plan.
3. Satan inspires every destructive power and his final goal is to
‘steal’ or minimise God’s victory.
4. But God is the first and the last. His kingdom is eternal. He has involved himself to save his beloved creation (man) that fell into Satan’s trap. But through the victory of the lamb, the ultimate sacrifice, the door is open to man.
5. The only limitation is mans free will. Man was created in the image of God (with some of the same abilities as God) – He was
given the authority to choose for himself.
6. It is up to you and me whether we are with God the all powerful, or with Satan the great deceiver.
But as God’s children and heirs we look forward to the final events with
confidence and say with John: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus”
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Appendix
Other Reference
Ezekiel 1:22-28
Isaiah 53:7
Psalm 96
Zechariah 1:7-11; 6:1-8
Isaiah 2:19-22 6:12; 8:5;
Joel 2:28-32 Acts 2:14-21
Mark 13:21-25
Isaiah 34:1-4
Zephaniah 1:14-18
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3
Jeremiah 49:35-39
Luke 8:26-34
Joel 1:2–2:11
Luke 21:20-24
Zechariah 4
Daniel 7
2 Thessalonians 2:7-14

Revelation
4:2-3; 10:1-3
5:6-8
5:9-14
6:1-8
11:13
6:12
6:13
6:14
6:15-17

Event
Glowing rainbow around God’s throne
Christ is pictured as a Lamb
New song
Horses and riders
Earthquake
Moon turns blood red
Stars falling from the sky
Sky rolled up like a scroll
God’s inescapable wrath

7:1
9:1-2; 17:3-8
9:3-11
11:1-2
11:3-6
13:1-10
13:11-15

Jeremiah 25:15-29
Isaiah 21:1-10
Matthew 22:1-14
Ezekiel 38–39
John 5:19-30
Ezekiel 37:21-28
Isaiah 25:1-8
Genesis 2:8-14
1 Corinthians 13:11-12
Daniel 7:18-28

14:9-12
18:2-3
19:5-8
20:7-10
20:11-15
21:3
21:4
22:1-2
22:3-5
22:5

Four winds of judgment
Bottomless pit
Plague of locusts
Trampling of the holy city of Jerusalem
Two olive trees as witnesses
A beast coming out of the sea
Wondrous signs and miracles done by
the evil beast
Drinking the cup of God’s wrath
“Babylon” falls
Wedding feast of the Lamb
Conflict with Gog and Magog
Judging of all people
God lives among his people
Our tears will be wiped away forever
Tree of life
We will see God face-to-face
Believers will reign with God forever

Dispensational Premillennialism
Dispensational premillennialists believe that Jesus’ prophecy of a future
Tribulation will affect Israel but not the church. Prior to the Tribulation,
the church will be raptured out of the world when Christ suddenly descends from the clouds. The prophecy in Daniel about the Antichrist only
deals with God’s plans for Israel (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15-22). The
rise of the Antichrist begins a seven-year period of tribulation designed
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to bring Israel back to God. Many Jews recognize Christ as the Messiah.
After these seven years of horror, Christ returns to defeat his enemies at
Armageddon and begin his thousand year reign of peace (Matthew
24:29-31).

Historic Premillennialism
Historic premillennialists view the Tribulation as the final manifestation
of evil at the end of history. The Antichrist will proclaim himself to be
god and launch a worldwide campaign of persecution of Christians (Matthew 24:15-22; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12). Thus, according to historic
premillennialists, Christians will experience this Tribulation and suffer
for the cause of Christ. But Christ will sustain his people and protect
them from God’s dreadful judgments on the Antichrist and his followers.
At the height of this period of persecution, Christ will return to defeat his
enemies at Armageddon and establish his thousand-year reign.

Amillennialism
Amillennialists believe that the battle between good and evil will climax
in a period of intense persecution of Christians at the end of this age, just
prior to Christ’s second coming.
They believe that the Tribulation is not a specific time in the future but
instead may refer to this present age as well. The Tribulation occurs
anywhere the Good News is being opposed and Christians are being persecuted. Amillennialists point out that Scripture doesn’t state that the
Tribulation is confined to Israel (Revelation 7:13-14). They believe that
all of God’s people will be persecuted. When Christ returns, bringing
judgment on evil, he will gather believers (Matthew 24:31).
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Postmillennialism
Postmillennialists believe that the church itself will usher in the Millennium and that Christ will return after one thousand years of peace on
earth. The Tribulation occurs anywhere the Good News is being opposed
and Christians are being persecuted. They believe that Jesus’ prophecy of
the abomination being placed in the temple has already been fulfilled in
Titus’s destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple in A.D. 70 (Matthew
24:15-22). They don’t believe Jesus’ prophecy speaks of a future Antichrist.

What happened to these seven churches?
Of the seven churches John wrote to in the Book of Revelation, four lie
in ruin. All four cities - Ephesus, Pergamum, Sardis and Laodicea do not
exist today. - Obviously they did not pay attention to John's warnings.

Study suggestions
(Suitable for small groups or for individual studies at extended level)
Discuss your impression
Write a summary of

Find in the encyclopaedias

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT ETERNITY / Revelation 22:1-2
See also 1 Corinthians 15:54-55
The Bible devotes much less space to describing eternity than it does to
convincing people that eternal life is available as a free gift from God.
Most of the brief descriptions of eternity would be more accurately
called hints, since they use terms and ideas from present experience to
describe what we cannot fully grasp until we are there ourselves. These
references hint at aspects of what our future will be like if we have accepted Christ’s gift of eternal life.
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Description

Reference

We will have a place prepared for us.

John 14:2-3

We will be unlimited by physically, new bodies(1
Corinthians 15:35-49).

John 20:19, 26

We will be like Jesus.

1 John 3:2

We will have new bodies.

1 Corinthians 15

It will be a wonderful experience.
It will be a new environment.
It will be a new experience of God’s presence (1 Corinthians 13:12).

Revelation 21:1
Revelation 21:3

We will have new emotions.

Revelation 21:4

There will be no more death.

Revelation 21:4

Figures and expressions used in the Book of Revelation
666 = tripled (the most) imperfection; anyone who viciously persecutes
Christians
Seven = fullness, complete amount
Seven Churches = all the churches of all the world of all times
10 days = a short time
1260 days or 3&1/2 years or 42 months = period of persecutions of
God's people
144,000 (the square of the 12 tribes of Israel multiplied by a thousand or
a large amount) = the new Israel. NOTE: in the list of tribes (7:5-8), Dan
is omitted. Some think this is because of a belief that the antichrist would
arise from it
Abaddon = Aramaic name for destruction or ruin.
Abyss = the netherworld, where all the demons are kept for many, many
years before being cast into the pool of fire.
Accuser = Satan
Alpha & Omega = Jesus, "The First & the Last" and "the Beginning &
the End"
Amen, the = Jesus, is the "Yes, this is true" to God's promises
White Stone = admission to the royal feast of eternal joy.
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Angel (in letters to 7 churches) = leader of the Christian community.
Apollyon = Greek name for the Destroyer
Appointed Time = when Jesus comes in glory.
Armageddon = location where many decisive battles took place during
Israel's history.
Babylon = Rome (wherever persecution was coming from)
Balaam & Balak = the infidelity of contemporary people who eat food
sacrificed to idols.
Beast = the forces of evil; the antichrist
Book of Life = where the names of the redeemed are kept
bride = the Church in covenant relationship with Christ
Burning Sulfur = eternal punishment
Crown = royal authority
Diadems = sovereignty over the kingdoms of the world.
Dragon = power of evil; Satan
Eagle = swiftest of God's creations; swiftness of God's help
East = source of light, the place of paradise
Egypt = oppression of God's people
Eyes (Creatures Covered with) = the all-seeing, all-knowing power of
God
Faithful Witness = Jesus
First-Born = Jesus
Garments (White) = an upright life; victory; resurrection
Gog And Magog = all pagan nations
Gold and Precious gems used to build New Jerusalem = the beauty
and excellence of the Church
Green = plague
Hair (White) = the "Ancient of Days"; God
Harlot = Roman empire, which led people astray into idolatry.
Harvest = gathering true Christians during the final judgment
Hills (Seven) = all the territory covered by Roman empire.
Horns = power; kings
Horns like a Lamb's but Voice like a Dragon = false prophets
Horses and their Riders
1. White = a conquering power (Bow = oppression)
2. Red = a bloody war (Huge Sword = violence)
3. Black = famine (Scale = shortage of food with corresponding
increase in prices)
4. Pale Green = death and decay (Hades = netherworld)
Human Being = wisest of God's creations
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Jezebel = someone who brings pagan customs into Christianity
Key of David = Jesus has the final determination of who enters the
heavenly kingdom and who doesn't
Lampstands = the Church
Lion of the tribe of Judah = the victorious Jesus
Living creatures (four) = cherubim
Lord's Day = Sunday
Measuring the Temple = God preserves those who remain faithful to
Christ
Morning Star = resurrection victory over death
Mount Zion = the gathering of Israelite believers during Christ's reign
Netherworld = the abode of the dead
New Jerusalem = heaven, where Christ has supreme authority
New Name = being reborn in Christ
New Name (Christ's) = "Lord"
Olive Trees (two) and Lampstands (two) = martyrs
Palm Branches = joy and victory
Pillar = help in rebuilding the temple of God in new Jerusalem
Red = war
Right Hand = power and authority
Robe (ankle-length) = Jesus is the high priest
Ruler of the Kings of the Earth = Jesus
Sackcloth = lamentation and repentance
Sash (Gold) = Jesus is king
Satan's Throne = emperor worship and other pagan practices
Sea of Glass like Crystal = God's throne
Sea Monster = Satan
Sealed with Seven Seals = totally hidden to all but God
Seal of the Living God = under God's protection & ownership
Second Death = eternal punishment
Serpent = Satan
Sodom = immorality
Soiled Clothes = the act of dishonouring God
Son of Man = Jesus
Sound of Rushing Waters = Jesus is speaking with divine authority
Spirits = angels (7 spirits = all the angels)
Sword coming from His Mouth = the Word of God, the only weapon
needed to defeat the enemy
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Taste of Scroll
1. Sour in the stomach = sufferings of God's people
2. Sweet as honey = final victory of God's people
Thunder = God's voice
Tree of Life in the Garden of God = the decree excluding humanity
from the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden has been revoked by Christ
Trumpet Blast = calling together the believers
Trumpet-like Voice = the voice of Jesus
Virgins = people who never indulged in any idolatrous practices
Visions = presentations of mysteries of God's plans
Voice = proclaiming God's revelation
Water (life-giving) = God's grace flowing from Christ
Wedding Day of the Lamb = God's reign is about to begin
White = victory and purity; resurrection
Wings = freedom of movement that angels have
THE SEVEN TRUMPETS / Revelation 8:6
Trumpet Ref.
First
8:7

Second

Third

Fourth

Fifth

Sixth

Description
Hail and fire, mixed
with blood, are hurled
to the earth.

Result
A third of the earth, a third of
the trees, and all green grass
are burned up.
A third of the sea becomes
blood, killing one-third of its
A great mountain of fire
8:8-9
living creatures. One-third of
is thrown into the sea.
all ships on the sea are destroyed.
A third of the earth’s water is
A flaming star falls out
8:10-11
turned bitter, or polluted,
of the sky.
killing many people.
One-third of the sun,
There is less light from the
8:12-13 moon, and stars are
sky, and people spend more
darkened.
time in darkness.
Poisonous locusts are let
A star falls from the sky
9:1-11
loose to attack people on the
and opens the abyss.
earth for five months.
A war with huge numA third of all the people on
9:13-21 bers of mounted troops
the earth are killed.
begins.
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Seventh

11:14–
14:20

The final struggle between God and Satan—
good and evil—takes
place first in heaven,
then on earth.

Satan acts against God’s
plan, causing more destruction before he is finally defeated.

THE SEVEN BOWLS / Revelation 16:1
Bowl

Ref.

First

16:2

Second

16:3

Third

16:4

Fourth

16:8

Fifth

16:10

Darkness covers the
earth.

Sixth

16:12

The great Euphrates
River dries up.

Seventh

An earthquake
greater than any that
has ever occurred
16:17changes the face of
21
the earth. Then
comes a terrible hailstorm.
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Description
Horrible malignant
sores break out on
everyone who has the
mark of the beast.
The sea becomes
blood and everything
in it dies.
The rivers and
springs become
blood.
The sun scorches
people.

Results
Physical pain comes to those who
have not repented.
With the death of the sea, all ecosystems are affected.
With the death of the inland waters, there is no water to drink.
People burned by the heat curse
God for it.
People are in anguish because of
the darkness, but they curse God
the sores from the first plague and
the burns from the fourth plague.
The drying up of the river provides a way for the armies of the
east to march westward without
hindrance and gather at the battlefield of Armageddon.
The great city of Babylon is destroyed, islands are engulfed,
mountains are flattened. People
continue to curse God.

BEATITUDES IN REVELATION / Revelation 14:13
Seven times in Revelation, God promises blessings upon the believers.
Reference Verse
1:3

14:13

16:15

19:9
20:6

22:7
22:14

“God blesses the one who reads this prophecy to the
church, and he blesses all who listen to it and obey what
it says.”
“Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes,
says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, for they will rest
from all their toils and trials; for their good deeds follow
them!”
“Blessed are all who are watching for me, who keep their
robes ready so they will not need to walk naked and
ashamed.”
“Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast
of the Lamb.”
“Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death holds no power, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with
him a thousand years.”
“Blessed are those who obey the prophecy written in this
scroll.”
“Blessed are those who wash their robes so they can enter through the gates of the city and eat the fruit from the
tree of life.”
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