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Course Outcomes – The Letters
In South Africa training is related to the concept of Outcome Based Education. (In common language: What you have gained from the course)
Bible Knowledge and background info fit nicely into this concept.
The following are the course outcomes for this book. Read them carefully and rate y yourself at the beginning of the course, using a pencil,
and at the end of the course, using a pen. Use these values:
- I have too little knowledge to answer this question: 0
- I have a basic understanding and can answer satisfactory: 1
1. I can explain why the letters were so important to the early Church
2. I can describe the process leading up to Paul writing 1.Corintians.
3. I can mention 5 of the main questions clarified in the letters.
4. I understand (can explain) why Paul went to the synagogue first
when he came to a new place, even if he knew he would be rejected.
5. I know the story Stephen and can summarise what he was accused
of and what made the Jews so angry that they stoned him.
6. I can summarise Paul’s first missionary journey.
7. I know at least 2 situations where Paul was tortured.
8. I can describe where Macedonia is and what came out of Paul’s
journey to Macedonia.
9. I know the name of at least 12 people mentioned in the letters.
10. I can summarise the story of Onesimus.
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Introduction:
Letters were a common form of
communication in the first century.
21 letters from the time of the early
Church are found in New Testament.
These letters were of extreme
importance to the church. They were
giving directions and help to the new churches regarding Christian life
and ministry. –

Vital guidelines for the Early Church
The Church did not start out with a complete theology or statement of
faith. Such statements came about little by little as problems emerged
and clarification was provided by the apostles.
Most of the letters are dealing with very concrete situations in a specific
local church, but at the same time they serve as a guideline for the
Church in general.
Not all the Gospels were written down at this time. Much of what was
later written down existed as verbal testimonies about the deeds and
teachings of Jesus.
The Jewish believers were very familiar with the Old Testament books
(‘Moses and the Prophets’). These books formed an important foundation for the understanding of some aspects of who God is, but they did
not answer many of the questions related to church life.

The writers
Paul wrote most of the letters, but all the writers are in a apostolic ministry. John and Peter were among the original 12 apostles. Paul was called
by Jesus on his way to Damascus, James and Jude were brothers of Jesus, and especially James played a very important role in the Jerusalem
Church.

Grouping of letters
To create an overview, we sometimes group the letters according to the
time and situation they were written in and according to their contents.
1: The encouragement Letters consist of 1+2 Thessalonians. They are
written around the year 50 and are rather uncomplicated in structure and
message. They are particularly concerned about Christ’s return.
2: The dogmatic Letters consist of Galatians, 1+2 Corinthians and Ro3

mans. These letters are dealing with many specific doctrinal issues. Galatians is a very emotional defense of the basic gospel truth against Jewish
legalists. 1+ 2 Corinthians deal with a number of problems in the church
at Corinth. Romans is a more general theological dissertation.
3: The prison letters are the letters Paul wrote while imprisoned in Rome
around 60-61. They consist of Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon and Philippians. They contain some of Paul’s profound teaching.
4: The Pastoral Letters are the messages to Timothy and to Titus. They
were Paul’s companions and they needed encouragement and guidelines
for their pastoral work. They contain guidelines on Church leadership.
5: Hebrews is normally put in a group of its own. This is due to unknown authorship, and that it especially is targeting Jewish believers.
6: The General letters are the 2 letters from Peter, the 3 letters from John
plus James and Jude. They are addressed to a broader readership.
When were they written?
AD

1
2

50
60
70
80
90
100
1 Thessalonians
Most likely this is
2 Thessalonians
the order the letters
Galatians ?
were written.
1 Corinthians
2 Chorinthians
The Gospels by
Romans
Matthew, Mark and
Ephesians
Luke were written
Philippians
around 65 and the
3
Colossians
Gospel of John was
Philemon
written around 90.
1 Timothy
4
Titus
2 Timothy
Hebrews
5
James ?
1,2 Peter
6
Jude 1,2,3 John

Paul’s letters
Paul wrote to encourage, warn, and instruct the churches he had founded
(Galatians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Corinthians Ephesians, Phi4

lippians). He also wrote letters to churches that he had not visited (Romans, Colossians) and to individuals (1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon).
Through his letters, Paul’s ministry was extended not only to those directly addressed in his writing, but also to readers of the Bible throughout the centuries.

A typical template for a letter
There is a pattern to Paul’s letters. In the introduction he identifies himself and his addressees, then sends them greetings. The introduction is
often followed by thanksgiving and intercession for the readers. Next he
usually deals with doctrinal questions and then with their application to
life. Paul normally closes with greetings from his companions and with
added greetings to various people in the churches to which he writes. His
letters conclude with a benediction.

A unique greeting: Greek, Jewish and Christ-centred.
Paul’s greetings are unique. The normal Greek greeting meant “rejoice,
be happy” “Peace” was the usual Jewish greeting. Paul prefers a specifically Christian greeting: “Grace to you and peace from God the Father
and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:3). God’s grace in Christ brings reconciliation with God, harmony among people, and wholeness of life.

The main message: Doctrinal and practical
Paul’s burden for the addressees is revealed in his thanksgivings for the
spiritual progress of his readers (e.g., 1 Thess. 1:2–10) and his intercessions for their continued growth (e.g., Phil. 1:8–11). In Galatians, where
Paul was deeply concerned about his converts following false teachers,
he skips the thanksgiving and intercession and goes directly to the problem at hand.
Paul’s letters deal with both doctrinal and practical issues. In Romans it
is clear how the practical application (12:1–15:32) follows doctrinal discussion (1:16–11:36). In Philippians, on the other hand, doctrinal discussion and practical application are mixed together. In 1 Corinthians Paul
seems to be answering some questions sent to him from Corinth and
other questions they may not have asked but need answer to.

Guideline for pastors
The last three letters written by the apostle Paul (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy,
and Titus) are known as the Pastoral Epistles—so named because they
deal with matters pertaining to pastors and their congregations. The epistles of 1 Timothy and Titus are our earliest guides to church organization;
they are noted for their lists of qualifications for pastors and deacons in
5

the early church. All three of these epistles emphasize sound doctrine and
challenge believers to good works.

Benedictions and greetings
Paul’s closing benedictions always include a wish for God’s grace to be
with his readers: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all”
(Rom. 16:24; 1 Cor. 16:23; Phil. 4:23; 1 Thess. 5:28; 2 Thess. 3:18). He
begins and ends with the unspeakable gift of God’s grace in Christ.

Romans; Paul’s theological dissertation
Paul (in Corinth?)
Author / place
Main Character
To whom /where The Christians in
Rome
Background: Paul is completing his
third missionary journey and anticipating a visit to Jerusalem and, ultimately, his first trip to Rome. Paul
writes this letter to introduce himself
and to summarize his understanding
of the gospel message.
Romans

Date written 56-58
Early Church
Time span
Law / Sin / SalThemes
vation / Faith
Outline:
1. Introduction.
2. All have sinned.
3. Salvation by faith.
4. The plan of God for Israel.
5. Christian relationships.
6. Final instructions and greetings.

Focus
Dogmatic part
Historical part
Admonition
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12:1 - - - - - - - Division
Christ against us,
Christ all in all
Christ through us
Christ for us, Christ in us
Topic
Sin Salvation
Israel and the Gentiles
Life in Salvation
Sanctification
Location
Rome (universal)
Time
AD 57

Themes and message
The book of Romans is a theological discussion on salvation and justification by faith alone. Righteousness apart from works is illustrated
through the example of Abraham's life. Practical applications concerning
Christian duties and ethics are given.
Themes: All have sinned and rebelled against God, even the Jews who
thought they were accepted by God because they tried to follow the laws
of Moses. Salvation cannot be obtained by doing good works, but is a
free gift based on our surrender to the grace of God shown through the
death of Christ for us. Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love
of God. Sanctification is through the indwelling Holy Spirit, not
6

through keeping religious laws. Everyone trusting in Jesus Christ will be
saved and given the ability through the Spirit of God to live victoriously.

How we know date, place, destination etc.
The destination of the letter is stated to be Rome (1:7). That Paul was in
Corinth at the time of the writing seems clear from his reference to Erastus in 16:23 as the treasurer of the city. An inscription in the stone pavement beside the large theatre in Corinth states that it was laid by Erastus,
the city treasurer, in appreciation for his election. This could hardly be
coincidental.
From the epistle itself we can determine when Paul wrote it.
Read Romans 15:23-28
Where was Paul going? What did
he want to do there? What were his plans for the next period of time?1
Read Romans 16:21-23
wrote this letter?2

Who were together with Paul as he

Paul’s visit to Jerusalem is usually dated around AD 57–58. Therefore,
the Epistle to the Romans must have been written immediately before
that time.

Background
It is clear from the last two chapters of
the letter that he planned to take the
contribution to Jerusalem almost immediately and from there go on to
Rome (Romans 15:23-24). The occasion for the letter, therefore, is to alert
the Romans to his coming so that they
can assist him in his journey to Spain
(15:24, 28). Rome was the only
church, other than Colosse, which Paul
did not establish, but still writes a letter to. His letter, consequently, does
not reflect awareness of specific problems in the membership there.

The Church at Rome: A fruit of Pentecost
The Roman church at this time was composed of both Jewish and Gen7

tile believers. The church was probably started by Jewish believers who
were at Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) and were among
the 3,000 converts. Evidently, some of these took the gospel back with
them to Rome.

Evidently, the gospel had gone out to Gentiles, because there were Gentiles in the church, as is evidenced by Paul’s remarks throughout the letter. In fact, it is clear that the apostle wrote to certain sections to the Jews
and others to the Gentiles.
Read Romans 1:13, 15; 15:15-16
Which ministry is Paul referring to in this quote? How does that relate to the church at Rome?

The epistle to the Romans was written around AD 57. Persecution by
Nero began around AD 64. Historians tell us that a vast multitude of
Christians were tortured and killed during this time. Indeed, at the time
Paul wrote the Epistle to the Romans he said their faith was known
throughout the world (Romans 1:8). That indicates that the church in
Rome had already made an impact on the Mediterranean world. When
Paul came to Rome four years later (AD 61), he came to a city that had a
large church already. From Romans 15:23, we know that the church had
been in existence for many years even before Paul wrote his epistle to
them.
In short, the church in Rome was a large church around the time Paul
wrote his epistle to them. Groups of Christians met in houses of prominent believers or in other available rooms (compare Matthew 26:16; Acts
8

12:12; 1 Corinthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15; Philemon 1:2). The church
in Priscilla and Aquila’s house is the first of five groups of believers in
Paul’s list. But it is the only one referred to definitely as a church (see
Romans 16:5, 10-11, 14-15).

The Power of Salvation
The Epistle to the Romans consists of two halves, a doctrinal section
(chaps. 1–8) and a practical section (chaps. 12–16), separated by three
chapters on the place of Israel in the history of salvation (chaps. 9–11).
Paul declares his main theme in the
first chapter—that the gospel is the
power of salvation to everyone who
believes (1:16–17). Paul further
underlines that all peoples are in
need of salvation: the Gentiles have
broken the law of conscience, and
the Jews the law of Moses (1:18–
3:20).
Romans 3 23: All have sinned and
need God’s forgiveness / grace..

Righteousness by grace

Paul then returns to his opening theme. In a classic statement of the
Christian gospel, he explains that righteousness comes by the grace of
God through people’s trust in the saving work of Christ (3:21–31). The
example of Abraham testifies that the promise of God is realized through
faith (4:1–25). The benefits of justification are peace and confidence before God (5:1–11). Thus, Christ’s ability to save is greater than Adam’s
ability to corrupt (5:12–21).

How does grace change us?
Grace draws us into a loyal union with Christ (6:1–14). Christ has freed
us from slavery to sin so that we may become slaves of righteousness
(6:15–7:6). Paul shows that living under the law brings misery, but Jesus
can save us from such a life (7:7–25).
The doctrinal section of the letter culminates in one of the most triumphant chapters in all the Bible, chapter 8:
Believers are not condemned by God, but are raised by the power of the
Holy Spirit to face all adversity through the redeeming love of God .
The letter also deals with God’s election of Israel and a number of practical instructions for Christians’ attitudes toward the government and
neighbours.
In chapters 13-14 Paul also touches on the Second Coming of Christ and
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the final judgment.
Paul closes with his travel plans (15:14–33) and a long list of greetings
(16:1–27).

Theological Contribution.
The great theme of Romans is God’s power to save. The Romans knew
what power was. They lived in the capital of the ancient world. Rome
ruled supreme. The power of the gospel is nothing to be ashamed of. It is
capable of things no other power can achieve.
It is underscored that both Jews and Gentiles find access to God, not on
the basis of human achievement, but because of God’s free grace given
to those who accept it in faith. - Everyone stands in need of God’s grace.
This was apparent in the case of the Gentiles, who worshipped the Creation instead of the Creator. (1:25). But even if the Jews felt superior to
the Gentiles, - even if they knew the word of God and were circumcised,
and tried to keep the law, they also were condemned by the law, because
they failed to keep it as God had intended. (2:1–3:20). Therefore Paul
concludes: “there is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God” (3:22–23).
The good news is that God’s love is so great that it reaches humankind
even in their sin. Jesus died on behalf of the unrighteous. Therefore, God
pronounces believers justified, not because they have attained a certain
level of goodness, but because he has already provided salvation while
we were still sinners (5:8–10). Such grace can be received only by grateful and trusting surrender, which is faith.
In light of this magnificent salvation, Paul urged the Romans not to return to their old human nature. Rather to live a life free from sin and
death through the power of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
(8:10–11).

Famous passages in Romans
The power of the gospel 1,16-17
God’s grace for our need 3,23-24
Justified through faith 5,1
Wages of sin and gift of life 6,23
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ 8,35-39
A living sacrifice – the true offering 12,1-2
The encouragement of the Bible 15,4-6
10

1+2 Corinthians; Dealing with disorder
Paul (in Ephesus?)
Author / place
Main Character
To whom /where Greek Christians
Background: Corinth was the commercial and economic hub of Greece. It
was a wealthy but very immoral city of
about 700,000 people. Paul established
the church at Corinth and stayed there
for 1½ year. Priscilla, Aquila, Silas and
Timothy were instrumental in aiding
Paul's efforts. But soon after Paul's departure, severe evils and divisions
threatened the stability and very existence of the church.

Date written 55-56
Early Church
Time span
List of problems
Themes
Outline:
Problems in the church.
Discipline for the church.
Concerning marriage, Christian
rights and liberty, public worship, spiritual gifts, resurrection.
2. Corinthians:
Paul's ministry and philosophy.
Stewardship encouraged.
Paul's authority as an apostle.

1 Corinthians
Focus
Answer Re. Division Answer Re. Fornication
Answer other questions
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7:1 - - - - - - - Division
2 reports
Immorality
Offerings, idols, worship
Topic
Divisions in the Church Disorder in the Church Difficulties in the Church
Location
Time

Corinth
Year 55-56

2 Corinthians
Focus
Paul’s ministry
Collection for fellow believers
Paul’s Apostleship
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 10:1 - - - - - - - Division
Plans / Exhortation
Example / Exhortation
Apostleship / Visit soon
Topic
Character of Paul
Collection for fellow believers
Credentials of Paul
Change of itinerary
Visit to Macedonia
To Corinth
Location
Corinth
Time
Year 55-56

Themes and message
The church sends a delegation of 3 men with a letter to Paul that seeks
his wisdom on several concerns and questions the church has. This letter
from Paul to the Corinthians systematically answers these issues: divisions in the church, immorality, lawsuits, challenges to Paul's apostleship, meat sacrificed to idols, marriage, divorce and the Lord's Supper.
Classic teaching is offered on spiritual gifts (chapter 12), Christian love
(chapter 13) and the resurrection (chapter 15). In addition to Paul's words
of discipline, he gives practical suggestions to the people while proclaiming the gospel as the power and wisdom of God.
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Divisions in the church
Paul rebukes the church for picking their favourite apostles:
One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ." (1Cor 1,12)

The Corinthians had made Paul, Cephas (Peter), Apollos, and even
Christ into party leaders.
These divisions may have focused on the individual apostles special flavour to the Gospel: We can imagine that the ‘Paul-group’ stressed the
freedom from the law; the ‘Peter-group’, the importance of Jewish practices; and the ‘Apollos-group’, the value of philosophical understanding
and oratory.
Whatever they stood for, Paul strongly points out, that such divisions
break the unity. - Christ is not divided. All were saved by His death. All
are baptised to His name.
1Cor 3,5´-7: What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only
servants, through whom you came to believe-- as the Lord has assigned
to each his task.
6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.
7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God,
who makes things grow.
How does this eliminate the divisions in the Church?

Paul underlines some important facts:
1: The message of a crucified Christ (1:18) should not be understood
based on the wisdom and values of either Jews or Greeks. It demanded a
whole new way of looking on life—God’s way.
2: God had not chosen them on the basis of their status in society;
quite the contrary, he had made their only status the equal status they received from him (1:26-31).
3: Their faith had not been based on Paul’s oratory but on the gifts of the
Spirit that Paul had manifested (2:4). Therefore, it was not argumentation that led them to God, but God’s Spirit. And the Spirit would continue to reveal God to them.
4: They were not acting on this spiritual level when they claimed
Paul and others as party leaders; such ideas are caused by their former
worldly and unspiritual way of thinking (“the flesh” or “fallen human
nature”).
5: These servants were working together to build one “temple” for God
based on the one foundation in Jesus Christ, that is, the church. God
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alone will judge how each Christian contributes to the work of building
the church.
6: Finally Paul points out the contrast between the desire for human
glory and success and what is required of a servant:
Read 1.Cor 4,6-13.

What is Paul pointing out here?

Immorality
Chapter 5 addresses the issue of church discipline (5:12-13). Paul cites a
case of flagrant immorality—that of incest. This immorality was so clear
(even pagans considered it immoral), that it was not a case of ignorance
of Christian principles. Further, the church had taken no action but rather
boasted in its tolerance, perhaps on the basis of a misunderstanding of
Paul’s teaching on freedom from the law.
Paul presents three principles in this section:
Read 1.Cor 5,5+6-8+9-13.
Discipline?3
Read 1.Cor 6,18-20.

What are the 3 goals of Church
What makes sexual sins special?4

Lawsuits
The Corinthian society was quite used to legal
proceedings between people to make up for any
???.
Even Christians did not see anything wrong in
suing each other. Paul strongly points out that
this is not the way to solve problems between
Christians. Instead they should settle their disputes by the help of trustworthy people in the Church.
Paul has an even better way than bypassing the pagan courts, and that is
to simply suffer the wrong (1 Corinthians 6:7) and in that way apply the
teaching of Jesus quite literally (Matthew 5:38-42). Paul makes it very
clear that anyone presently practicing greed or immorality is not part of
the kingdom, whatever their doctrinal commitments may be.

Challenges to Paul's apostleship
In 2.Cor.10-12 Paul turns his attention to the hostile minority at Corinth
who have challenged his authority and criticized his behaviour. It is in
particularly the pro-Jewish group that show the same arrogance, the
same old mistaken standards of judgement. They have attacked Paul on a
number of counts:
13

He may be a brave letter-writer, but meet him face to face and he's a
coward (10:1,9-11).
He is no speaker (10:10; 11:6).
He is a second-rate apostle (11:5; 12:11) and his insistence on earning his
own living underlines this (11:7ff).
Paul answers every charge, showing the hollowness of their standards of
judgement.
When he comes, they will discover he is as ready to act as he is to write:
but he would much rather use his authority to build up the church (10:111).
Their boasting counts for nothing: it is God's commendation which is allimportant (10:12-18). Yet he can surpass them all in boasting, though he
will make suffering and weakness his boast, and the vision and revelation God has given him (11:16-12:10).
Apostleship does not consist in oratory and lording it over the church
(11:6, 13-15, 19-20). Paul is not lacking in any of the qualities of true
apostleship (11:6; 12:12). As for earning his own living, he was concerned that no one should think him a sponger, and anxious not to burden
them (11:7ff.).

Meat sacrificed to idols
Most meat that was available in the marketplace
came either from animals slaughtered as
sacrifices in the temples or from groups of
animals from which one was offered as a
dedicatory sacrifice. To scrupulous Jews, all of
this meat would be untouched. Furthermore,
pagans invited Christians to feasts in their
homes and to private feasts held in the precincts
of pagan temples, where trade guilds also held
feasts. Paul discusses these issues and uses them
to teach wider principles of Christian conduct.
This whole discussion is found in chapters 8,9 and 10 together and summarised in 10:23–11:1. Since the food is not changed by being offered to
idols, and since all food really belongs to God, one may eat anything
sold in the market—do not ask any questions (10:25-26). Likewise, the
Christian may eat anything served at a dinner in the home of an unbeliever. However, if someone points out that the food was offered to idols,
the Christian should pass it by, not because it would hurt him, but because it is an issue with the person who raised the question, and the
14

Christian is concerned about the good of his neighbour (verses 27-30). In
other words, act so that God’s reputation and character shine through
even in what one eats (verse 31); try to offend no one but to benefit each
person in moving him toward salvation (verse 32).

Marriage, divorce
Some of the Corinthians apparently believed that both married and unmarried Christians should abstain from any kind of sexual relations.
Paul makes it clear that sexual relationship outside marriage is immorality, but inside marriage it is even a duty. In 1.Cor
7 he clarifies the matter with three points.
First, he said that a ban on sex within marriage
was unrealistic, for total abstinence would lead
to immorality (verses 2, 7-9).
Second, when people get married they no longer own their own bodies;
their bodies belong to each other for their mutual benefit (verses 3-4).
Sexual refusal denies a spouse what rightly belongs to him or her.
Third, abstinence is allowed for limited periods by mutual agreement as
a type of fast to help focus on Christ (verse 5).
Read 1.Cor 5,5+6-8+9-13.
What is the teaching on marriage
between believers and nonbelievers, and on seeking divorce?5

When believers gather:
The Corinthians’ house churches had lively meetings, but rather than
showing unity in Christ, they demonstrated selfishness.
Some of the women apparently had become rebellious and did not want
to submit to their husbands or the church leadership (11:1-16).. Women
were allowed to pray and prophesy in church, but they had to do so with
a humble and submissive attitude which in those days was indicated by a
willingness to wear a head covering. Paul explains that there is an authority structure in the Kingdom of
God where Jesus submitted himself
to God, the Father. In the same
way, the man must submit to Christ
and the wife submit to the husband
(1 Corinthians 11:3).

The Lord's Supper
Hebrews 10,24-25 +
1 Corinthians 11,23-34

Another problem in the meetings
was that of making class distinc-
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tions (11:17-34). Until the third century the Lord’s Supper was part of a
full shared meal. Middle- and upper-class Christians could come earlier
to the church gatherings and also provide better food and drink for themselves. They may have enjoyed food and wine even before the slaves and
peasants arrived (verse 21). Under
these circumstances there was no
unity in remembering the sacrifice
of Christ.
This gives Paul the opportunity to
outline how the Lord’s Supper
should be celebrated: That they all
are participating in Christ’s body
and blood (cf. 10:16-17), not their own meal. The meal is to demonstrate
the unity of his body, the church (11:29). Each one should examine his
own motives and truly gather as one body in Christ.
What is the origin of the Christian communion (the Lord’s supper)
Write regarding this as many scripture references as you can find.

Spiritual gifts
The use of spiritual gifts also
needed guidance (12:1–14:40). Paul
points out that the spirit of God will
always exalt Jesus, (12,3) and that
the spiritual gifts and manifestations
have no value or place unless used
with love. (13,1-3)
There are many gifts, but only one
1 Cor. 12,12-31: A body
God (12,4-6)
The different gifts can be compared to the different function of the members of the body. They all belong together and must be subordinated to
the head: Christ.
The Corinthians had evidently been stressing the gift of tongues.
Tongues without interpretation is of little value to anyone except to the
speaker himself. Prophecy, however, both builds up and convicts, and
therefore is an important contribution in the meetings.
In the church meetings there should be order rather than confusion
(14:26-40). All gifts are allowed expression with a goal of mutual edification, not selfish demonstration (verse 26).
16

Christian love
The chapter of Love (13) is one of
the most well known chapters in the
Bible. It describes the divine love.
And it describes the attitude Christians should have towards each other
when serving in the fellowship.

The resurrection
Paul reaffirms that the resurrection of Jesus is an essential part of the
gospel message (15:1-19). Jesus not only died but rose again and appeared to numerous witnesses (verses 3-11). This was the very evidence
of the divine victory. Without this, the whole gospel message is false and
all their hopes for salvation are in vain (verses 12-19).
Since Christ has been raised, Christians will also be raised because of
their union with him (15:20-28). As they had experienced the results of
being in Adam, so now they will experience the results of being in
Christ.
At the coming of Christ the dead
will be raised and transformed. But
the living will also need transformation, and this will happen in a split
second. Then they will truly know
the victory already present in Jesus’
resurrection (verses 54-57).
Read1 Cor 15:55
Discuss what Paul means by this quote form the Old testament
(Hos.13:14)

Having come to the end, Paul discusses his travel plans, including his
intention for a lengthy visit whenever he leaves Ephesus (cf. 2 Corinthians 1). Timothy was either coming with the letter or else would arrive
shortly after having completed another mission; they were to respect him
and help him return. Paul points out that he urged Apollos to visit Corinth in case some suspect Paul is against him. A closing formal exhortation to firm faith and love leads into his final customary greetings. He
praises the Corinthian messengers who had brought him their letter
(16:15-18) and sends greetings from Aquila and Prisca (Priscilla), his
commissionaires who had helped him found the church in Corinth (Acts
18:2-3, 18). Referring to the customary greeting in the church, he tells
them to greet each other with a kiss on each cheek (16:20). Paul then
17

takes the pen from the scribe, as was normal, and writes the closing exhortation—placing a curse on those who do not love Jesus, the common
Aramaic expression used in the church “Come, O Lord” (Maranatha,
perhaps used to

close services), and providing an assurance of his own love for them
(verses 21-24).

Famous passages in 1.Cor.
The message of Christ crucified 1,18+23-25
We are God’s building 3,10-15
I have become all things to all men 9,19-22
This is my body …’the bread and the wine 11,23-25
‘You are the body of Christ, each one a part …’ 12,27-31
‘If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have no love ..’ Love
is the greatest. – (the fruit of the Spirit) 13,1-13
The truth of Christ’s resurrection 15,20-21
‘Death, where is your sting?’ Victory over death 15,51-57

Famous passages in 2.Cor.
The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life 3,5-6
Growing more like Jesus 3,17-18
‘If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation’ 5,17-21
Paul’s hardships 6,4-10
‘God loves a cheerful giver’ Christian generosity 9,6-10
The grace 13,14
18

Galatians Exercise: Fill all the blanks
Author / place

Date written

To whom /where

Themes

Background:

Outline
l.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Galatians
Focus
Background
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Division
Topic
Biographical
Location
Time

The Gospel of Grace
----------------

The applied principle
--------

Doctrinal
Galatia,

Practical exhortation

Themes and message
Content:

Themes:.

Famous passages
Living by faith

________

All one in Christ Jesus _______

Galatians 5,22-23

God sent his son

________

Freedom!

________

Fruit of the Spirit

________
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Ephesians
Paul (in Rome)
Author / place
Date written 60-61
Riches, One
To whom /where Church in Ephesus Themes
Background: Along with Colossians,
Outline:
Philippians and Philemon, Ephesians is 1. Salutation.
one of the 4 so-called "Prison Epistles" 2. Christians' position in Christ.
because it is written during Paul's two3. Unity and holiness for the
year imprisonment in Rome; therefore,
Ephesian church.
he sends the letter to Asia by his friend
4. Relationships based on
Tychicus. Paul has visited Ephesus beChrist.
fore, and on his third missionary journey
5. Spiritual warfare.
he stays there for about 3 years preach6. Final words.
ing Christ. It is during this time Paul
develops a special concern for the people, as revealed in his letter.

Ephesians
Focus
The position of the Christian
The practice of the Christian
Reference 1:1 - - - 1:15 - - - - 2:1 - - - - 3:14 - - - 4:1 - - - - 4:17 - - - 5:22 - - - - - 6:10 Division
Redem. Revel. Position Real
Unity Holiness Home Conflict
Topic
Belief
Behaviour
Privileges of the Christian
Responsibilities of the Christian
Location
Ephesus,
Time
60-61

Themes and message
Content: Ephesians does not address specific problems or situations in
the church. Instead, it is written to encourage the body of Christ to maturity in him. Paul presents an overview of the plan and purposes of God
from the beginning of time. The privileges and unity which Christ gives
believers prepare them daily for spiritual warfare. Practical guidance is
given for relationships between husbands and wives (chapter 5); parents
and children, and masters and slaves (chapter 6). Paul shares that for a
Christian to be successful, he must first realize the wealth of his position
in Christ and the protection found if he will "put on the full armour of
God" (6: 11).
Themes: The body of Christ is the church. Through the Church God fulfils his eternal plan. God has given every believer all the provisions necessary for protection against the attacks from Satan. Our strength is obtained from the armour of God. If Christians will understand their calling
in Christ, proper conduct in him will follow.
The fact that Paul wrote from prison (probably in Rome in the early 60s)
links this letter with Philippians, Colossians and Philemon-the other
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'letters from prison'. Of the three, Ephesians is closest in thought to Colossians. Because of its general nature the letter provides few clues to the
situation in the churches. But it is clear that the Gentile Christians predominated, and that they tended to look down on their Jewish fellow
Christians. Paul had been specially commissioned to work among the
Gentiles, but he did not accept a divided church. And so his great theme
in this letter is God's glorious plan to bring men of every nation and
background together in Christ (1:10). We are all saved in the same way
and are one in Christ. And we must see that we express that oneness in
personal relationships and the way we behave.

God’s great plan
1: 1-14 This is about the eternal purpose of God. God has poured out his
love on us. From the very beginning he determined to share his spiritual
riches and glory with us- 'in Christ' (the key phrase of Ephesians). Christ
stands at the very heart of God's plan. As we believe in him, his death
sets us free: we can be forgiven. We can also share his new, risen life. We
are made one with him, part of him. And in him we too are caught up in
God's great world-plan as we live to his glory.

1:15-23 Paul's prayer
It warms Paul's heart to hear of the faith and love of these Christians. He
prays that they may have greater understanding, a surer grasp of their
glorious destiny, and increased awareness of the power at their disposal.
The power God exercised in raising Christ from the dead and setting him
in supreme control of the universe is at work in us, too!

2:1-10 From death to life
When we still
sinners we could not
have fellowship
with God: and to be
cut off from him
means death. But
Christ has taken our
death himself. God
in his goodnessthrough no effort of
our own-has given us new life in Christ. He has made us part of his new
creation, set us off on a new life with power to carry out what he intends.

Paul’s mission to the Gentiles
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Before Christ came, God’s promises had been understood as only applying to the Jews. His purpose for the world at large had remained a secret
(4-6,8-9). When Paul was commissioned to take the message of salvation
to the Gentiles, a new phase in God's plan was opened up. As men of all
nations are brought together in Christ they demonstrate God's power and
wisdom, not just to the watching world (see John 17:21), but to the cosmic powers beyond and behind it (10). The scope of God's purpose is
breathtaking. In the light of it, Paul could keep his own troubles in perspective-and so can we. Verse 3: not necessarily a separate letter - Paul
had just told them how God had revealed his 'secret plan' to him (1:9,
etc.).

3:14-21 Paul prays again
Paul has prayed that the church might have understanding (1:15-23).
Now he prays even more urgently that they may have love; that they may
be strong; that Christ may make his home in their hearts; that God may
fill them completely. He can do all this and more something missing??

4:1-16 Unity in practice
Read Ephesians 4;1-3

What is the Christian called to?

Having revealed to us who we are in Christ, Paul then challenges us to
walk in what we have been called to.
When we consider how high our calling is, "seated with Christ", how
should we be living?
Live a life worthy of your high calling, - behaviour that is a credit to
such a position.
A man may be chosen, as a member of a village, to be the chief of the
village. He would find that, with his new position, there would be a
greater expectation from the people of the village on how he lived. The
man might even find it difficult to live a life worthy of his new position.
Remember when we are in Christ, His power is at work in us to live the
life He has called us to.
Christian unity is a fact. We are bound together by a common faith, a
common life, common loyalty, common purpose. We serve one Master.
He is the head, we are the members of a single body (see also 1 Corinthians 12-13). But we are not identical in temperament, personality or
gifts. We must constantly cement the bond by a loving, forbearing attitude to one another, and by using our different gifts-for the common
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good. We have to grow up together until we are all Christ wants us to beuntil we are really like him.
Read Ephesians 4;1-3
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

What is the Christian called to?

Read Ephesians 4:7-11. Compare the list below:
Apostles - govern - authority in the Church.
Prophets - guide - give prophetic direction.
Evangelists - gather - bring in the lost.
Pastors - guard - watch over the flock as a shepherd.
Teachers - give the foundation - build upon the Word.

These have become known as the fivefold ministries.
Read Ephesians 4:12-16.
What is the purpose of the leadership gifts?

"Speaking the truth in love".
a)
It is good to speak the truth, but it must be in love.
b)
It is love that builds the body up in unity.
Remember the "measure" is Christ's love. Ephesians 4:13.
"Joined...each part does its work".
a)
Every member has a function in the Church.
b)
Each member needs to work together with the other members.
Then we will be mature and the body will be effective

4:17-5:20 The new life
Salvation is God's free gift, but it
carries with it the obligation to live
and behave from that point on as
God wants (4:1). This means deliberately discarding the old, selfish
way of life, shedding former habitsand letting the new life change our
thinking and remould our pattern of
Ephesians 4,22-32: Former life
behaviour. This calls for truth and
honesty; no harboured grudges, no spite and bitterness-instead kindness
and a new readiness to forgive. In a word, we are to copy God's character. All that we think and do and say must be able to stand the test of his
searchlight.
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5:21-6:9 Christian relationships: family and household
If everyone subordinates his own interests (21), no one can lord it. The
Christian wife gives her husband
complete respect and loyalty. The
Christian husband cares for his
wife with
unselfish, undemanding love.
Each depends on the other, and
both model themselves on Christ.
Their relationship, in turn, reflects
the relationship between Christ
Ephesians 5,21-6,4: Family Guide
and the church. In the family;
children owe their parents respect and obedience. Parents must exercise
discipline-not behave like petty tyrants; Christian slaves (and, presumably; employees) serve their masters as willingly and well as they serve
Christ. Christian masters (and employers) will not bludgeon or bully;
knowing that they
must answer to a Master themselves. 5:32: the close physical bond between husband and wife is an illustration of
Christ's spiritual oneness with his church.

6: 10- 24 The armour of God
Paul does not pretend it will be easy
to maintain these standards-to keep
our feet in the Christian life. The
fight is ??Oil. And we are up
against powerful external forces. It
is a spiritual struggle for which we
need spiritual weapons. But we are
not left helpless. The whole armoury of God is at our disposal-and with
this defence we can stand.

Famous passages in Ephesians
God’s great plan
Saved by God’s grace through faith
Paul’s prayer for love
Reaching the stature of Christ
High standard for marriage
Put on the full armour of God
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Philippians
Paul (in Rome)
Author / place
To whom /where Church in Philippi
Background: The church in Philippi is

Date written 61
Joy
Themes
Outline:

predominantly Gentile. These believers
hold a special place in Paul's heart because of their unsolicited financial aid to
his ministry of the gospel on several occasions. Paul sends this letter with
Epaphroditus to the Philippians as a personal "thank you" note and to strengthen
their roots in Christ. Philippians, along
with Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon, is one of Paul's "Prison Epistles”.

1. Paul prays for the Philippians.
2. Paul's chains advance the gospel.
3. Christ is Paul's model for humility.
4. Paul commends Timothy and
Epaphroditus.
5. Knowledge and peace of Christ
are exhorted.
6. Final greetings.

Philippians
Focus

The Gospel of
The mind of
The knowledge of
The peace of
Christ
Christ
Christ
Christ
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - 2:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 3:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 4:1 - - - Division
Life in Christ
Pattern of Christ
Priorities in Christ
Power of Christ
Topic
Suffering
Submission
Salvation
Sanctification
Experience
Examples
Exhortation
Location
Philippi, in Macedonia
Time
61

Themes and message
Content: This warmly affectionate letter
from Paul commends the Philippians for
their faith and support. He exhorts them to
centre their lives in Christ and to be content in all situations. Paul has very little
occasion to acknowledge any problems in the church although 2 quarrelling women, Euodia and Syntyche, are admonished to settle their differences (chapter 4). Paul sets most worthy goals before the people to live
in godly unity and love, to be strong in prayer and to
joyfully imitate the example of their Saviour, Jesus
Christ.
Themes:. A quitter never wins...a winner never quits.
What goes into our minds comes out in our actions.
God never fails. Lasting joy comes only through a relationship with Jesus Christ. Christians also have problems, but Christ is the power to overcome. We have no basis for pride
..
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except in our perfect example, Jesus
Christ.
1 Thessalonians 4,13-18 deals with
the question of what happens to the
dead.
The church expected Jesus to come
back for all of them to meet him in the
sky. Then some of the believers died.

1-2 Thessalonians
Paul (in Corinth)
Author / place
To whom /where Thessalonians

Date written 51-52
Themes
Background: Thessalonica is the capital
Outline:
city of Macedonia. Paul's preaching
1. Thanksgiving for the Thessabrings many to faith in Jesus Christ, but
lonians’ faith.
intense persecution forces him to flee the 2. Paul's ministry in Thessalocity. Paul receives an updated report on
nica
the Thessalonian Christians. 1 Thessalo3. Preparations for the coming
nians is Paul's response.
of the
Lord.
Later (2 Thessalonians) there is confusion
1. Paul's thanksgiving and
concerning the second coming of Christ.
prayer.
The church believes Christ's return is
2. The coming of the Lord.
about to take place; therefore, many ne3. Exhortation against idleness.
glect their responsibilities and work.
1 Thessalonians
Focus
Reflections on the Thessalonians
Instructions to the Thessalonians
Reference 1:1 - - - - 2:1 - - - - - 2:17 - - - - - - - - 4:1 - - - - - 4:13 - - - - - 5:1 - - - - 5:12 Division
Faith
Paul’s
Strengthening
The
The dead
Day of
Holy
example ministry of the Church rapture in Christ
the Lord living
Topic
Personal experience
Practical exhortation
Looking back
Looking forward
Time
51

2 Thessalonians
Focus
Comfort in persecution
The day of the Lord
Exhortation
Reference 1:1 - - - - 1:5 - - - - - 1:11 - - - 2:1 - - - - - - 2:13 - - - - 3:1 - - - - - - - 3:6 - Division
Suffering
Jesus
Prayer
Future
Glory of Pray for us
Live
Church revealed
events
Jesus
right
Topic
Discouraged believers
Disturbed believers
Disobedient believers
Thanksgiving for their life
Instruction / doctrine Correction of behaviour
Time
51-52

Themes and message
Paul instructs the believers to live lives of holiness and orderliness and
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includes a plea against sexual immorality. God expects believers to be
examples for unbelievers. Persecution is never a reason to leave God.
Our ultimate victory is in Christ. The return of Jesus Christ is certain.
Christians should pray for their church and their leaders.
In the second letter to the Thessalonians, Paul stresses the importance of
Christians using their time wisely. The conditions that will prevail at the
time of Christ's return are outlined, including the great apostasy which
will take place. Condemnation awaits those who take pleasure in unrighteousness. The ministry of the Lord is active, not idle.

Pastoral letters: 1+2 Timothy
Paul (Philippi and
Rome)
Main Character Timothy
To whom /where Timothy in Ephesus
Background: Timothy, born in Lystra,
Author / place

Date written 63-65??
Time span
Themes

62-65

Leadership

Outline:
is the son of a Jewish woman named
1. Law versus faith.
Eunice. Paul leaves Timothy in Ephesus 2. Instructions on church offices.
to give guidance to the church there.
3. Advice to Timothy concerning
Paul writes this letter to encourage
false
teachings.
Timothy and to give his "true son" ad4. Advice to Timothy concerning
vice on spiritual leadership.
church
discipline.
2 Tim: As Paul awaits his execution, he
1. Encouragement to be faithful.
is longing for Christian fellowship. He
2. Apostasy in the last days.
is anxious for Timothy to come and see
4. Charge to preach the Word.
him in Rome before winter sets in.
5. Approach of Paul's death.
1 Timothy
Focus
Doctrine
Worship
Teachers
Discipline
Motives
Reference 1:1 - - -- - - - - 2:1 - - - - - - - - 4:1 - - - - - - - - - 5:1 - - - - - - - - - 6:1 - - Division
Problems
Leadership
Guard truth
Prescriptions
Pastoral
Topic
Warning
Worship
Wisdom
Widows
Wealth
Dangers
Directions
Defence
Duties
Dealing
Time
63-65

2 Timothy
Focus
Persevere in present testings
Endure in future testings
Reference 1:1 - - - 1:6 - - - - - - - - 2:1 - - - - - - - - - - 3:1 - - - - - - 4:1 - - - - - - - 4:6 - Division
Faith Responsibility Characteristics Apostasy
Charge
Paul??
Topic
Power of the Gospel
Requirements Resistance Proclaiming the Gospel
Location
Both letters: Paul in Rome to Timothy in Ephesus
Time
67

Themes and message
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There is only one true doctrine, and only committed Christians are capable of living within it. What we really believe will be shown by our attitudes and actions. Age is no barrier to being used mightily by God.
True leadership is God-given, not man made. As an athlete must train, so
a Christian must exercise and discipline his faith.
1 Timothy 6,6-10 deals with the
simple life-style and the danger
related to possessions and money.

The Spirit that God gives his children is not one of timidity...it is
one of power, love and selfdiscipline (2:7).
Persecution is a certainty for those
committed to living for Jesus. ..
Though all may forsake us, God will always remain true.
Read 1 Tim 2:1 - written when those in leadership were being
killed. The context is that although it meant hardship and even death, it
was good to want to be a leader.
Read 1 Tim 3:2: Paul's instruction regarding qualifications for
eldership/leadership deal specifically with unfaithfulness, but also with
the situation of polygamy (a man who has more than one wife).
Does it exclude from leadership?
Does it exclude from being part of the church?

Remember, leadership is not lordship and submission is not slavery. A
man is to manage his household and the church, not as an owner, but as a
shepherd.
There is much evidence of women holding positions of leadership in the
church.
Read for example, Romans 16, calls Phoebe a "diakonos" i.e.
deacon (v 1), also Paul greets in v3,"Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in
Christ Jesus."
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Titus – one of the Pastoral letters
Paul / Greece
Author / place
Main Character Titus
To whom /where Titus, Crete
Background: Titus is a Greek Gentile convert
from Antioch who ministers for a number of
years alongside Paul. Titus is not circumcised
since it would be assumed a concession to
Jewish legalism. Paul leaves the young but
mature Titus on the Mediterranean island of
Crete (which is 152 miles long and up to 35
miles wide) to organize the believers into
churches. His mission there is complicated by
false teachings, immaturity and immorality.

Date written 63-66
62-63
Time span
Pure, Heir
Themes
Outline:
1. Introduction.
2. Appoint church elders.
3. Rebuke false teachers
4 Teach sound doctrine.
5. Live obedient and upright
lives.
6. Concluding instructions.

Titus
Focus
Appoint elders
Set things in order
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - - 1:10 - - - - - - - - - - - 2:1 - - - - - - - - - - - 3:1 - - - Division
Ordain qualified
Rebuke false
Speak sound docMaintain good
elders
teachers
trine
works
Topic
Protection of sound doctrine
Practice of sound doctrine
Organisation
Offenders
Operation
Obedience
Location
Written in Corinth to Titus in Crete
Time
63-66?

Themes and message
Content: Paul's request in this letter is that Titus appoint qualified elders
in every city to guide the believers of Crete. Special exhortations are
given to the young and the old of both sexes to live righteously as they
hope in the return of Jesus Christ. Believers are encouraged in good
works, but admonished to remember that their justification is a product
of God's grace and mercy. False teachers are rebuked by Paul as he emphasizes how sound doctrine should be the focus of every believer. Paul
uses this letter to give Titus the spiritual wisdom he needs to effectively
lead the church.
Themes: Good works are not to bring us salvation, but to reflect our salvation. Christians should not speak evil of any one. Believers should say
"No" to worldly passions (2: 12). We should never let our speech be such
that we could be condemned or bring disgrace to the ways of the Lord.
Timothy, Titus and Ephesians are letters that
deal with the foundation of the Church and the
responsibility of the leaders.
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Hebrews – The letter to Jewish readers
Unknown
Author / place
Main Character Jesus / Moses
To whom /where Jewish Christians

Date written 64-68
Early Church
Time span
New and better
Themes
covenant
Background: Persecution is a real threat to Outline:
the church in Rome. This persecution
1. Jesus Christ's superiority
causes many Jewish believers, who had left over the prophets and angels.
their legalistic, Judaic ways, to take some
2. Jesus Christ's superiority
steps backward. The author uses this occa- over Moses.
sion to express the freedom that Christ has 3. Jesus Christ, the superior
given to all believers, and asserts that with
priest.
Christ there is no need for any of the rituals
4. Jesus Christ's superior coveoffered by Judaism.
nant and sacrifice.
Appealing to their knowledge of the Old
Testament, the author especially comments 5. Obedience through faith.
6. Concluding instructions.
on parallels from the Pentateuch
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy).

Hebrews
Focus
Christ’s person
Christ’s work
The walk in faith
Reference 1:1 - - - 1:4 - - - - 3:1 - - - - 4:14 - - - - - - 8:1 - - - - - 10:19 - - - - 13:1 - - Division
Over
Over
Over Priesthood Covenant Assurance Exhortation
prophets angels Moses
of faith
to love
Topic
Majesty of Christ
Ministry of Christ
Ministers for Christ
Majesty of Christ
Ministers for Christ
Location
Jewish Christians all over Roman Empire
Time
64-68

Themes and message
Content: The entire Old Testament pointed to the ministry of Christ, for
the offerings, feasts, tabernacles and priests were all used to show the
better way of Jesus. Faith is defined and encouragement is given to all
believers by detailing the faith of
such men and women as Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses
(chapter 11). The author of Hebrews reveals that the new, eternal covenant has replaced a temporal one, and its price has been
paid-in-full by the blood of
Christ.
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Themes: Christianity is more than a religion. It is a relationship with Jesus Christ. To be victorious, we must run the race with our eyes on Jesus.
We can give our temptations to Jesus. He has already faced all of them
and won the victory. Only the 'blood of Christ can cleanse us
of our sins.’
List things (at least 4) that indicate this letter is written to Jews.
Hebrews 10,24-25
What is meant by ‘not neglect our meeting together’?
Hebrews 11
What is the writer’s definition of faith?
Check the list of names.
Are there any of them you were surprised to find here?
Are there any additional names you would have expected to find here?

James
James Jerusalem
Author / place
Main Character
To whom /where Jewish Christians
Background: James is brother of Jesus.
He does not become a believer until after the resurrection. Later becomes the
leader of the church in Jerusalem and
presides the council. The teachings of
James can be likened to the book of
Proverbs and to the teachings of Jesus,
especially to his Sermon on the Mount.
James stresses the importance of ‘consequences of faith’. (good deeds)

Date written 46-49 or later
Early Church
Time span
Faith & deeds
Themes
Outline:
1. Introduction.
2. Concerning trials and
temptations.
3. Characteristic~ of true
faith.
4. Stumbling blocks.
5. Faith that triumphs.

James
Focus
Test of Faith
Characteristics
Triumph of Faith
Reference 1:1 - - - 1:13 - - - - 1:19 - - - - - - - - - 5:7 - - - - - - - 5:13 - - - - - 5:19 - - Division
Tests Source
Consequences
Endurance Prays for Confronts sin
Topic
Development
Works of Faith
Power of Faith
Response
Reality of Faith
Reassurance of Faith
Location
From James in Jerusalem to 12 tribes scattered among nations
Time
46-49 (or even later)
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James 5,13-16

Themes and message
Content: James stresses that we must
have faith that manifests itself in the
action of good deeds. His letter covers a wide range of sins: pride, prejudice, hypocrisy, worldliness, the untamed tongue and apathy. This practical paper gives the scattered Jewish
Christians a strong understanding of their union in Christ. Their trials,
desires, relationships, prayers, compassion, patience and faith are all
shown to have a place in their worship of God and in their ministry to
others. The letter closes with a dramatic account of the faith of Elijah
Themes: We are saved by faith alone, but faith never stands alone. It reveals itself through obedience and actions of the believer. We cannot be
saved by any number of good deeds. Faith without good deeds is not real
faith. We must be doers of the Word, not just hearers. Our human
strength is unable to tame the tongue. But through God's strength it can
be done. .. There is no place for discrimination or greed in the life of a
committed believer.

James and the Sermon on the Mount
James
1:2
1:4
1:5
1:17
1:19, 20
1:22, 23
1:26, 27
2:5
2:11
2:13

Sermon on the Mount
Matt. 5:10-12 (Luke 6:22, 23)
Matt. 5:48
Matt. 7:7
Matt. 7:11
Matt. 5:22
Matt. 7:24-27
Matt. 7:21-23
Matt. 5:3
Matt. 5:21, 22
Matt. 5:7, 6:14, 15

2:14-26
3:12
3:18
4:2, 3
4:4

Matt. 7:21–23
Matt. 7:16 (Luke 6:44, 45)
Matt. 5:9
Matt. 7:7, 8
Matt. 6:24

4:8
4:9
4:11, 12

Matt. 5:8
Matt. 5:4
Matt. 7:1-5
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Subject
Joy in the midst of trials
God’s desire and work in us: perfection
Asking God for good gifts
God is the giver of good gifts
Command against anger
Contrast between hearers and doers (illustrated)
Religious person whose religion is worthless
The poor as heirs of the kingdom
Command against murder
The merciful blessed; the unmerciful condemned
Dead, worthless (and deceiving) faith
Tree producing what is in keeping with its kind
Blessing of those who make peace
Importance of asking God
Friendship with the world = hostility toward
God
Blessing on and call for the pure in heart
Blessing and call for those who mourn
Command against wrongly judging others

4:13, 14
5:1
5:2
5:6
5:9
5:10
5:12

Matt. 6:34
(Luke 6:24, 25)
Matt. 6:19, 20
(Luke 6:37)
Matt. 5:22, 7:1
Matt. 5:12
Matt. 5:33–37

Not focusing too much on tomorrow
Woe to rich
Moth and rust spoiling earthly riches
Against condemning the righteous man
Not judging—the Judge standing at the door
The prophets as examples of wrongful suffering
Not making hasty and irreverent oaths

Paul and James Compared
Because of James’s assertion in 2:24 that “a man is justified by works,
and not by faith only,” some church leaders (including Martin Luther)
have felt that James contradicts the great Pauline teaching of justification
by faith (cf. Rom. 3:28; Eph. 2:8). A careful reading of James and Paul
reveals that the contradiction is only apparent. Paul, no less than James,
realized that a genuine, living faith will issue in works of love and obedience (Gal. 5:6).
The difference between Paul and James lies in the fact that Paul attacks
the problem of legalism, while James opposes libertines who felt that the
quality of a Christian’s conduct is irrelevant. For Paul, the question is
how a genuine faith lays hold of the finished work of Jesus Christ—the
contrast is between faith and works. For James, the question is how one
demonstrates that one’s faith is genuine—the contrast between a living
and a dead faith.
Concern
Emphasis
Perspective
Result

Paul
Legalists
Justification with God by
faith
Faith as a gift
Justified as an eternal position by believing in Christ

James
Libertines
Justification (vindication)
before men by works
Faith as genuine
Justified in daily proof by
behaving like Christ

Read about faith and its results:
Tested (1:2, 3) - Patience (1:3)
Without doubt (1:6-8) - Answered prayer (1:5)
Enduring temptation (1:12) - Eternal life (1:12)
More than belief (2:19, 20) - Faith perfected by works (2:22)
Believing God (2:23-25) - Righteousness before God (2:23)
Look at the table above: Is James in agreement or in opposition to
Paul’s writing about faith and works?
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1+2 Peter
Peter / Rome
Author / place
Main Character
To whom /where Church Asia Minor

Date written 65-67
Early Church
Time span
Holiness, rapture
Themes
Background: In his first letter Peter at- Outline:
tempts to prepare, comfort and urge the 1P: 1. Salutation.
believers in Asia Minor to remain strong 2. Exhortation to holiness.
despite their suffering.
3. Submission of the believer.
The second letter is written not long be- 4. Suffering of the believer.
fore his death. This time Peter is ad2P: 1. Growth and knowledge in
dressing the second major threat-false
Christ.
teaching from the inside. The aim of the
2. False teachers and their conletter is to expose these false teachers
and to encourage the believers to mature demnation
3. The day of the Lord.
in the truth of God.
1 Peter
Focus
Salvation
Submission
Suffering
Reference 1:1 - - - 1:13 - - - - 2:13 - - - - - - - - - - - 3:13 - - - 3:18 - - - - 5:1 - - - - Division
Salvation Growth
All of Life
Conduct Example
Ministry
Topic
Holiness
Harmony
Humility
Location
Peter (in Rome (‘Babylon’)) to the Church in Asia Minor
Time
probably 65

2 Peter
Focus
Character
Condemnation of false teachers
Christ’s return
Reference 1:1 - - - 1:15 - - - 2:1 - - - - - 2:4 - - - - - - - - 2:10 - - - - - - 3:1 - - - - - - - - Division
Growth Basis Danger Destruction Description
Last days
Topic
True prophecy
False Prophets
Day of the Lord
Location
Peter (in Rome) to the Church in Asia Minor
Time
66-67

Themes and message
(1P.): Peter encourages the believers to count it a privilege to suffer for
the sake of Christ, for even as their Saviour was persecuted, so will all
followers of Christ be persecuted as they identify with him. The assurance of Christ's future return gives the incentive of hope.
God desires for us to cast all our cares upon him.
(2P.): Peter encourages believers to grow in Christ, which is made possible by a proper knowledge of the gospel. God's Word gives the promises
necessary for obedience and can be totally relied upon as revealing all
truth and prophecy. Peter points out the evil ministry of false teachers,
whose interests are not in God, but in self-glorification. But God's right34

eousness shall prevail when, at the day of the Lord, the old earth will be
laid bare and a new heaven and a new earth will replace it.
In the table below: Fill in some keywords for each picture.
Read 2 Peter 3,9

Read 1 Peter 2,21-24

Read 1 Peter 3,18

Read 1 John 1,9
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1+2+3 John
John / Ephesus
Author / place
Main Character
To whom /where All / Asia / Gaius

Date written 90
Early Church
Time span
Light, Love
Themes
Background: 1 John is written to all
Outline
Christian congregations. It is warning
1J: 1. Walking in the light. 2.
against false teachings such as GnostiHindrances to fellowship.
cism. Gnostic theories claim that Jesus
3. Abiding in Christ's love.
Christ sometimes was divine and some- 4. Victory and assurance
times human. A number of false teachers through faith.
have broken from the church.
2J: 1. Salutation.
2 John addresses some of the problems
2. Walk in obedient love.
associated with these false teachers, who
travel through the area at the expense of 3 Avoid false teachers.
4. Concluding remarks.
both the church's material and spiritual
3J: 1. Salutation.
welfare.
2. Gaius's love and faith com3 John centres around 3 characters:
Gaius, Diotrephes and Demetrius. John mended.
3. Diotrephes's actions rebuked.
was a leader in the church at Ephesus
for many years, having moved there
4. Demetrius's actions praised.
from Jerusalem where he cared for Je5. Final greetings.
sus' mother after the crucifixion.

1 John
Focus
Basis of Fellowship
Behaviour of Fellowship
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - - 2:15 - - - - - - - - - - - 2:28 - - - - - - - - - - - 5:4 - - - - - Division
Conditions
Cautions
Characteristics
Consequences
Topic
Abiding in God’s light
Abiding in God’s Love

Read 1 John 1,5-7 + 4,11-16

Contents: This message is a warning to the believers not to be deceived
by the false doctrines being spread. John expresses his closeness to the
churches he writes by calling them "dear children". John urges the believers to find full joy in God and in the knowledge of his forgiveness
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and grace. John's practical instructions include admonitions for the believer to walk in the light of righteousness, to live a spiritual life marked
by a spiritual birth and to show brotherly love for others. The Christians
are encouraged not to love the things of this world, to beware of antichrists and to test the spirits to see whether they are from God or Satan.
Themes: God is life. God is light. God is love. A believer's birthmark is
righteousness. True love will manifest itself in actions, not just in words.
Perfect love drives out all fears. The love God has for us is totally unconditional. Only the blood of Christ can cleanse us of all our sins.
2 John
Focus
God’s Commandments
Avoid False Teachers
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - 4 - - - - - - 5 - - - - - 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - 10 - - - - - - - - 12 - - - Division
Salutation Walk in Walk Doctrine of false Avoid false Benediction
truth
in love
teachers
teachers
Topic
Practice the truth
Protect the truth

Contents: John continues showing his concern for others by warning of
those who do not teach the truth about Jesus Christ. But John does have
joy for those walking according to the commands of God. Jesus Christ is
indeed the Son of God, and those trusting him for salvation should live in
truth, love and obedience. The relationship believers have with those of
the world must be discerning; false teachers should not be encouraged in
any way.
Themes: Antichrists are in the world, and they seek to deceive us. Obedience and love are inseparable. A Christian's support for heathen activities is being a partaker in that evil. Great joy comes to those who help
others grow in truth.
3 John
Focus
Commendation of Gaius
Condemnation of Diotrephes
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - 5 - - - - - - - - 9 - - - - - - - - - 12 - - - - - - - 13 - - - Division
Salutation Godliness Generosity
Pride of
Praise for Benediction
of Gaius
of Gaius
Diotrephes Demetrius
Topic
Servanthood
Selfishness
Location
All 3 letters written by John in Ephesus to Church in Asia Minor
Time
90

Contents: John writes this letter to his friend Gaius commending him
and encouraging him to continue his support for the evangelists who
travel throughout Asia Minor. Gaius is further warned not to be like
Diotrephes, who refuses to help the missionaries, undermines the authority of John and even banishes from the church all who desire to give aid
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to these travelling bearers of truth. In contrast, Demetrius is highly
commended as a model church member.
Themes: The family of God should support other members of the family
who proclaim the gospel. When we support a ministry, we become a
partner of that ministry. . A good reputation will follow a conscientious
walk with God. ... Believers should stand firm against hypocrites diluting
the mission of the church.

About John
John was part of the group of disciples Jesus called by the Sea of Galilee
(Matthew 4:21-22 and Mark 1:19-20). This makes him one of the first
disciples.
Jesus chose three disciples—Peter, James, and John—to be especially
close to him during his ministry on earth. Because of their special position, they were with Jesus during many great occasions. John, James, and
Peter were present with Jesus at the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-2,
Mark 9:2, and Luke 9:28-29). Jesus also took just these three into the
house of Jairus when he brought that man’s daughter back to life (Mark
5:37 and Luke 8:51). Before Jesus was arrested, he was praying with Peter, James, and John in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37 and
Mark 14:33). Even though Jesus got angry with them for sleeping instead
of praying, we must not overlook the fact that in his time of greatest difficulty, when he was preparing to die on the cross, Jesus wanted these
three disciples to be close to him.
There are other occasions when John is mentioned in the Gospels. Luke
tells us that John, who was a fisherman, was extremely surprised when
Jesus miraculously caused the disciples to catch enormous loads of fish
(Luke 5:9-10). When Jesus’ ministry was almost over, the Bible tells us
how John, Peter, James, and Andrew asked Jesus when the end of the
world would come and what the signal for this happening would be
(Mark 13:3-4). Also, during their last evening together, Jesus sent Peter
and John to prepare the Passover meal (Luke 22:8).
How does John mention himself in the Gospel of John?
Is there any way we can sense / know that John was also the writer of
the Book of Revelation?
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Appendices
Study suggestions
(Suitable for small groups or for individual studies at extended level)
An EPISTLE — is a letter of correspondence between two or more parties; We have such 21 letters in New Testament.
Ancient letters were written with a reed pen on either papyrus or
PARCHMENT (scraped animal skins). A sheet of papyrus normally was
about 10 to 12 inches in size, and accommodated about 200 words. For
sending, it was folded or rolled, tied, and often sealed to insure privacy.
The Roman government provided postal service only for official documents.
Search in Paul’s letters for information about how they were sent.

Most ancient letters were dictated to a secretary, or scribe. In Romans
16:22, Paul’s secretary identifies himself as Tertius. When receiving dictation, a scribe could use a form of shorthand, in either Greek or Latin,
which would later be converted to script and submitted to the author for
approval. In addition to dictation, on occasion an author might provide a
secretary with a summary of ideas and allow him to draft the epistle.
Ancient letters normally followed a pattern that included: (1) an introduction, listing the names of sender and recipient, followed by a formal
greeting inquiring about the recipient’s health and a thanksgiving formula; (2) a body, or purpose for writing; and (3) a conclusion, consisting
of appropriate remarks and a farewell. The farewell was normally written
in the hand of the sender to show the recipient it was an authentic letter.
Search in Paul’s letters to verify if they follow this format. List examples.

The purpose of Paul’s letters was to further the spiritual growth of the
churches he founded. The body of the Pauline epistles consisted of two
parts: a theological or doctrinal section, and an ethical or practical section.
Paul’s epistles illustrate his personality. Perhaps the most prominent impression Paul leaves with his readers is his pastoral concern. His life was
intimately involved in the struggles of his churches. His sense of divine
calling (Rom. 1:1–6; Gal. 1:12) shines through in every epistle. This
leads Paul to assume a posture of authority when addressing his congregations. His authority, however, is not rooted in a superiority complex
but in his Christlike devotion to his converts and churches.
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The Pauline epistles are arranged in the New Testament according to
length, from the longest (Romans) to the shortest (Philemon), and not by
their importance or by the dates when they were written.

Answers to some of the questions.
1

Romans 15:23-28 indicates that Paul was just about ready to make his visit
to Jerusalem with a contribution for its Christian poor from the churches of
Macedonia and Achaia, after which his purpose was to visit Rome on his way
to Spain
2
On this occasion certain persons accompanied him from Corinth,—Timothy,
Sosipater, Gaius, and Erastus (Romans 16:21, 23).
3

Church discipline: (1) the primary goal of church discipline is the repentance and restoration of the offender;
(2) the secondary goal of church discipline is the protection of the church
(5:6-8); and
(3) the church is not to seek to judge or control the actions of evil persons in
the world—they are God’s responsibility—but to discipline those within the
church (verses 9-13). Paul will use these principles also in the following chapters (cf. 7:12-16).
4
Immorality: Paul turns against prostitution. Sexual intercourse is an act of
the whole person, unlike eating (Paul cites Genesis 2:24; cf. Jesus in Matthew
19:5). Therefore, this act takes a member (i.e., the person) from the body of
Christ and makes him a unity with a prostitute (1 Corinthians 6:15-17). Thus
immorality is unlike other sins that are external to the self, for it changes the
self and thus defiles the body, the place where the Holy Spirit dwells. It disregards the fact that Christ has redeemed the body, and that the whole of the
Christian belongs to God, not to the Christian.
5
Divorce: First, since Jesus told Christians not to divorce, even in this situation the Christian may not initiate a divorce (7:12-13). Second, since Christians are not to control or judge non-Christians (6:12-13), the Christian does
not need to continue the relationship if the non-Christian insists on a divorce
(7:15). Third, far from defiling the Christian (as the relationship in 6:15 does),
the Christian will make the relationship holy, with positive results for the children and the possible salvation of the spouse (7:14, 16). While this is no call
to remain in situations of physical or sexual abuse, it is a call to remain faithful to a mixed marriage situation.
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