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Course Outcomes – Apostles in Action
Outcome Based Education means: Ability to use what you have gained from
the course.
The following small list of questions will give you a picture of your outcome. Read them carefully and rate yourself at the beginning of the course in
left column (B) - and at the end of the course in the right column (E).
Use these values:
- I have too little knowledge to answer this question:
0
- I have a basic understanding of this but can’t explain it in depths: 1
- I can do / explain this with ease:
2
B
E
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

I can explain how we know who wrote the Book of Acts
and how he gained the knowledge to do so.
I can describe the situation and the events at the day of
Pentecost.
I can give an outline of the book.
I understand how the persecution in Jerusalem propelled
the growth of the church
I know the story of Paul’s background and conversion.
I can summarise the discussion of the council meeting at
Jerusalem year 48 AD.
I know at least 2 stories of Paul being seized by the authorities.
I can describe the reason for Peter’s change of attitude towards preaching to gentiles.
I can describe which role the church in Antioch played
for missions.
I can summarise the story of Paul’s travel to Rome even
from his arrest at the temple court in Jerusalem.

This book can be used on two study levels: ‘Discover’D and ‘Study’S.

Sections with no specific mark are for all students!
If you are an entry-student pay specific attention to sections marked D.
This is paragraphs with illustrated Bible stories you must know. – Include
and
.
also the easy Bible passages and assignments marked with
If you are an advanced student you must read all! - Sections marked S are
typically sections with many scripture references, that all should be read.
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Introduction:
The book of Acts is really a book of action!
It is one of the historical books of New Testament, which means
that it is a chronological account of the events over a certain period of time. More specifically from year 33 (ascension of Jesus)
to year 60 (short time before the execution of Paul).
From a historical perspective the gospels are ‘the Acts of Jesus’. In the same
way the Book of Acts is sometimes called ‘Acts of the Apostles’ or ‘Acts of
the Holy Spirit’. – The book is the history of the early Church.
It is an important book. It portrays the most important decades of Christianity. The years when the message of Jesus spread over the world.
It is a powerful book: Signs and wonders happen as a result of faith.
It is a dramatic book: Persecution, trials, passion and an on-going clarification of the message and the doctrine.

S An overview of the book of Acts
Luke
Author / place
Main Characters Peter, Philip, Paul
Roman Empire
Geography
Background: Acts is the essential link

Date written 61-63
29 years
Time span
Church/missions
Themes
Outline:

connecting the 4 Gospels with all the other New Testament writings. Acts shows
the ministry of pioneer believers carrying
the Great Commission of Jesus to the entire world. While mentioning most of the
apostles, this book emphasizes the ministries of Peter (chapters 1-12) and of Paul
(chapters 13-28).

1. The ascension of Jesus.
2. Pentecost and the early church
in Jerusalem.
3. To Judea, Samaria etc.
4. Paul's first missionary journey.
5. The Jerusalem council.
6. Second missionary journey.
7. Third missionary journey.
8. Paul's journey to Rome.

Acts
Focus
In Jerusalem
Judea & Samaria
Witness to the end of the world
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - 8:1 - - - - - - - - - - - -13:1 - - - - - - - Division
Power of the
Expansion of the
Paul’s three missionary
Paul’s trials
Spirit
Church
journeys
Topic
Jews
Samaritans
Gentiles
Peter
Philip
Paul
Location
Israel
Antioch
Asia, Greece, Rome
Time
2 years
13 years
14 years

Content: Acts describes how the apostles continue the ministry of Christ.
The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost giving power and boldness to aid Christians in witnessing to all the world of their risen Savoir.
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Acts describes Peter's leadership of the Jewish church; the death of Stephen
(chapter 7); intense persecution against Christianity led by Saul (chapter 8);
and Saul's (Paul's) conversion on the road to Damascus (chapter 9). Paul
completes 3 extensive missionary journeys teaching and preaching the gospel. A 4th journey is not mentioned, since it took place after the book was
written. The book ends with Paul's trip to Rome, where he is put into prison.
But Christianity has spread like fire from Jerusalem throughout the entire
Roman Empire. Nothing can stop the Good News!
Themes: God will not ask us
to do anything without also
giving us the power to do it.
Church growth will be continuous and significant with
the Holy Spirit's leadership.
It is impossible to live successful Christian lives apart
from the Holy Spirit. Christians obedient to God's leading will have tremendous
opportunities to share Christ.
Sources: Possible sources
for Acts include written documents available to Luke, such as the apostolic
decrees from Jerusalem; and oral sources, such as Mary, Paul, Philip the
evangelist, and James the Lord’s brother. Luke is a dependable historian who
has carefully researched and studied the material before composing his two
books, Luke & Acts. (cf. Luke 1:1–4).
This chapter will be used for assignment later in the book.
For a detailed outline of the book: See the appendices.

A direct continuation of the Gospels
Gospel Summary:
• 1: It is the story about Jesus.
• 2: It is the message about salvation.
• 3: It is the handing over of the mission from Christ to the Church:
So the next step must be the story of the church. Acting on the commission
• By the early church (ACTS + Letters)
• By the church through history
• By us today
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Reach the whole earth!

Lesson 1

The Great Commission
The Great Commission as we read it in Matt 28:18-20 and in Acts 1:8 contain some very important concepts.

It is a commission:
Jesus is leaving in the hands of the disciples to spread the good news to all
mankind. If they (including you and I) fail to do this, Christ would have died
in vain.

It is based on the authority of Jesus.
Jesus has proven himself as son of God. And he claims that in this position
all authority is given to him.
And this authority he delegates to the body of believers (the church / called ‘the
body of Christ’) – To do
His work in the world. – To
make disciples of all nations.

There is a very clear
strategy:
(see Map 1): Start in Jerusalem, continue in Judea,
don’t neglect Samaria, and
carry on even to the end of
the world – Local, regional,
intercultural, international.
Map 1 indicates this spread
from the starting point. –
But it was also important to
understand, that every new
group of believers should
have the same function and
become a centre from
where the gospel would be
spread.
Map 1: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the end of the Earth.
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S Let us take a geographical Bible overview:
Map 2, 3 and 4

These 3 maps show the
Mediterranean countries.
Israel (as you saw in the
map above) is inside the
dotted square.
The reddish oval indicates where the first
2000 years of Biblical
history took place, from
creation until Abraham
left the town of Ur.
This area is roughly
what we today call Iraq.
The second map shows
where events continued
for the next 2000 years,
centred around Israel.
This is the time from the
start of the Jewish nation
until the birth of Christ.
(during the exile 500BC
they were again in the
Iraqi area: Babylon)
The third map relates to
the book of Acts.
This is where things took
off in the days of the
early church.
The countries involved
are nowadays known as
Syria, Turkey, Greece,
Italy, Egypt, Libya, etc.
As we go through this
book we will focus on
the ancient names as
used in the Bible text.
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Let us follow the events step by step:
The first 8 chapters of Acts can be described by the following 2 headlines:
‘Wait in Jerusalem’ and ‘The birth of the Church’
Combined called: The Spread of the Gospel in Jerusalem (2:1–8:4).
1. Pentecost (2:1–47).
2. The Roots of the Gospel in Jerusalem (3:1–5:16).
3. Aggressive Opposition (5:17–42).
4. The Appointment of the Seven and Stephen’s Martyrdom (6:1–8:4).

Wait in Jerusalem
After His resurrection Jesus told his disciples that he would not remain on
earth, but go to His father. The disciples were still expecting a new earthly
Kingdom, like David’s. They did not understand that Jesus was going to
leave now. But He encouraged them that even if he would not be there in the
flesh, the Holy Spirit would be there as an indwelling power. He told them:
Stay in Jerusalem until then.

D The ascension and the Great
Commission.

Acts 1

Many people (followers and disciples of
Jesus) saw Him as He told them, "You
will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes", and "You will go to the ends of
the earth and tell people about Me." Then
Jesus was taken up to Heaven. One day He will return in just the same way.
Acts 1,4-8
Acts 1,10-11

Discuss what is meant by: ’restore the Kingdom’.
What are the angels talking about?

D The Holy Spirit Comes with Fire.

Acts 2:1-12

Ten days after Jesus went up to Heaven,
all of His followers were together in one
house. Suddenly there was a noise from
the sky like a great wind. The people saw
something like flames of fire. It spread out
and touched each person and they were all
filled with the Spirit of God as Jesus had
promised. They received power and were
able to speak in other languages.
Read Acts 2.
Discuss the gift of tongues.
Is it a real language? What is the purpose of this gift?
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Birth of the Church

Lesson 2

D Peter Preaches to the People. Acts 2:14-41
Those followers of Jesus were in the city
of Jerusalem (in Israel). There were many
people in Jerusalem from all over the
world. When Jesus' followers received the
Spirit of God they spoke to the people in
their own languages. They told them about
Jesus who had died and risen again. Peter
got up and said, "What you see and hear is
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Each one of you
must turn away from his sins, and be baptized into the name of Jesus Christ,
so that your sins will be forgiven and you will receive the Holy Spirit." Many
of the people believed Peter. They were baptized with water as a sign of turning to Christ. They received the Holy Spirit, too, and began to follow the
ways of Jesus.
Discuss who these people from other nations were, why they were in
Jerusalem and the specific importance of them hearing the Gospel this Pentecost morning.

Where could they baptise 3000 people?
The Bible does not specify where or how the 3000 were baptised. But from
archaeological excavations we know that the Jews had ritual baths close to
the temple. Such baths were called Mikvahs and there were about 42 of
them. They may have been used for
the baptism of this multitude.

Where could they gather for
teaching and fellowship?
We read in Acts 5,12 that all the believers used to meet together in
Solomon's Colonnade. – That was
one of the huge porches in the outer
temple court. A space for major
gatherings.

D The Church Family –
gathering in homes.

Acts 2:42-47

The people, who received God's Spirit, stayed together like a big family.
They shared their money and possessions and helped those in need. Every
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day they praised God and prayed together. The disciples taught them about
Jesus.
Frequently they ate meals together. During such a meal they also repeated what
Jesus did at the last supper: Breaking a
bread and drinking a cup of wine.
The broken bread is to remind us of the
body of Jesus which was broken in death
as punishment for our sins. The drink
(wine) reminds us of the blood of Jesus
which was poured out to cleanse us from our sin.
How does your church celebrate ‘the Lords supper’? How often?

S 3 ‘waves’ that changed the world
Map 5: (below) gives us an understanding of the different ways the Gospel
conquered the world. The first wave was the return of all the expatriate Jews
who were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. They went back to their
homes with great news!
Second wave was the disciples that were scattered in Israel and the neighbouring countries after the death of Stephen.
Third wave was the missionary journeys undertaken by Paul and others,
who directly targeted peoples and communities that had not yet been exposed to the Gospel.

Map 5: The Gospel spreads in 3 significant waves
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Powerful and dramatic first year
D A Crippled Beggar is Healed.
Acts 3:1-16
One day Peter and John went to the
Temple to pray. At the gate of the Temple sat a beggar. He had never been able
to walk. He asked Peter and John for
money, but Peter said to him, "I have no
money, but I give you what I have, in
the name of Jesus Christ, get up and
walk!" Peter took the man by the hand and helped him to get up. At once the
man's feet and ankles became strong. He was healed by the power of the Holy Spirit and he believed in the Lord Jesus. He had received a gift much better than money. He went into the Temple walking and leaping and praising
God.
Read Acts 3, 11-26.
How does Peter use this astonishment
among people (v.11) – Summarise his speech.
Read Acts 4,1-31.
What happens to Peter and John because of
this? What is their attitude? How do the believers respond? (v. 24-31)

The believers shared their possessions
The believers expected Jesus to come back very soon. They put the highest
priority on living in fellowship together and being able to do good to others.
Many sold their possessions and brought the money to the apostles.

D The Man and the Woman who lied. Acts 5:1-11
Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, sold
some land. They decided to give the
money to God for His Church. But
then they kept back some of God's
money for themselves. Ananias
brought only part of the money to Peter, but he told Peter it was the full
amount. Peter knew that he lied, so he
said to Ananias, "You have not lied to
men; you have lied to God!" Immediately Ananias fell down dead. Some young men carried him out and buried
him. Soon Sapphira came in. She did not know what had happened. Sapphira
also lied to Peter about their money. She also fell down dead and was buried
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beside her husband. Let us not allow the love of money to twist us. We must
not lie to anyone, and we cannot lie to God.

The church cared for the poor
Because the believers had dedicated themselves to the fellowship no one
lacked anything. The Church took care of widows and anyone in need. As
this became quite demanding the Apostles turned the responsibility for this
work over to 7 good people.
Read Acts 6, 1-7.
What criteria are used to select these 7 men?
Why don’t the Apostles want to keep this responsibility among themselves?

D Stephen is Killed. Acts 6:1 8:3
Stephen was a leader of the Church who
helped the poor. He spoke boldly about
Jesus, and this made the Jews angry.
They took him to court and accused him
of doing wrong. Stephen was not afraid.
He knew that God's Spirit was with him.
Stephen reminded those Jews that they
had murdered Jesus who had come from God (to bring spiritual life). The
Jews were so angry that they dragged Stephen out of the city and stoned him
to death. They laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. At the
end, Stephen said, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit! Forgive these men for
what they do". God's Spirit will never leave a Christian, even in death.
Read Acts 6, 9-14.
Who are accusing Stephen? Why are they
angry with him? What do they accuse him for?
Read Acts 7.
What does Stephen try to make very clear in the
first section of His defence? What eventually causes the Jews to stone him?
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To Samaria and beyond

Lesson 3

The stoning of Stephen became the start of a persecution. The believers were
scattered, but wherever they came they brought the Good News.

S Revival in Samaria
Acts 8:4-25
Even if the Jews normally avoided the
province of Samaria, it was indeed an
important area. And Jesus had specifically told them to include Samaria.
The main town was the former capital of
the northern kingdom (Israel) but now it
had been rebuild by Herod the Great and
given the name Sebaste, which was a
tribute to Augustus Caesar. There was
also a temple for Caesar in the town.
Philip came to this area and told the people about Jesus and many believed.
It was a true revival. The Apostles from Jerusalem joined Philip in this intense move of God.
Acts 8,4-8
What happens? - Is it clear if Philip is in the city of
Samaria or could it be Sychar where Jesus had preached already? (John 4)
Acts 8,14-17.
What happens after the arrival of the apostles?
Acts 8,18-24 Why does Peter get so angry with Simon?

D The Ethiopian Official Act 26-40
In the midst of this business God told
Philip to go to a desert place. A very important man from the land of Ethiopia
came along the desert road. As he rode in
his chariot, he was reading God's Book.
The Book told of One who would suffer
to save all men, but the Ethiopian could
not understand it. The Holy Spirit told
Philip to go up to him. Philip heard him
reading. He told him that the Book spoke of Jesus whom God had sent. The
Ethiopian wanted to follow Jesus, too. As they travelled together he said to
Philip, "Here is water. What is to keep me from being baptized?" Philip baptized the Ethiopian and he went back to his country with great joy. And the
Good News of Jesus began to spread to many places.
What could be the reason for this Ethiopian to worship in Jerusalem?
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The Gospel is also for gentiles
One of the very important breakthroughs in the history of Mission was the
first time it really dawned on the Jewish believers that the gospel was for all
nations and not for the Jews only. –
Didn’t the Gospel already go to all nations? - What about the many nations represented on the day of Pentecost? What about the Ethiopian, that
Philip preached to? – What is a gentile?

D Peter's Vision of the Animals.

Acts 10:9-16

One day Peter went up on a house-top to
pray. There he saw a vision sent by God.
A large sheet was let down from Heaven.
In the sheet were many kinds of animals.
Peter was hungry and a voice said to him,
"Get up Peter; kill and eat!" The animals
which Peter saw were unclean according
to the laws of the Jews. So Peter said,
"Certainly not, Lord! I have never eaten
anything unclean." But the voice said, "Do not call anything unclean that
God has made clean." This same vision occurred 3 times, and then the sheet
went back up to Heaven.

D Peter and the Romans.
Acts 10:1-8, 17-48
Just as Peter finished praying, three
men came to find him. They came from
another town, sent by a man called
Cornelius. Cornelius was a Roman
leader who wanted to honour God. He
had seen an angel of God who told him
to find Peter. Jews considered the Romans to be unclean, but God showed Peter in the vision that no race is unclean. So Peter went with the men to the house of the Roman. Cornelius
kneeled down before Peter, but Peter said to him, "Stand up! I am only a
man. Why did you send for me?" Cornelius told Peter about the angel, so Peter told Cornelius about Jesus who revealed God to men. Cornelius and his
family believed in Jesus and received the Spirit of God. God loves all people,
whatever their language, tribe, or skin colour. He wants all to trust in His Son
and serve Him.
Discuss the Jewish understanding of clean and unclean.
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S Details of Peter’s Ministry

Lesson 4

1. On the Day of Pentecost, Peter preaches, and 3,000 become believers
(Acts 2:14–42).
2. Peter heals a lame man. He is arrested with John and warned not to preach
(Acts 3:1–4:22).
3. At this stage Peter is leader of the church in Jerusalem.
4. Peter and John follow Philip into Samaria. Samaritans become believers
(Acts 8:4–24).
5. They return, preaching in Samaritan villages (Acts 8:25).
6. Peter goes to Lydda and continues to Joppa to raise Dorcas from death. He
stays for some time (Acts 9:32–43).
7. Cornelius in Caesarea has a vision to send for Peter. Peter has a vision in
Joppa. Peter goes to Caesarea and Gentiles become believers (Acts 10).
8. Peter reports to the Jerusalem church who accept that the gospel is for
Gentiles, too (Acts 11:1–18).
9. Peter is arrested, but miraculously released. He flees from Jerusalem (Acts
12:1–19).
10. Peter speaks at the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:1–21). James now appears
to head the Jerusalem church.

Map 6,7,8: Peter ministers in and outside Israel
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There is little information
about the rest of Peter’s
work, but we pick up this:
11. Peter visits the church
in Antioch before the
Jerusalem council (Galatians 2:11–14).
12. Peter visits churches in
north Asia Minor (1 Peter 1:1).
13. Evidence of Peter in
Corinth (1 Corinthians
1:12).
14. Peter in Rome, where
he was executed (1 Peter 5:13). (‘Babylon’ =
Rome). There is evidence that Mark, a follower of Peter, wrote
his Gospel in Rome just
after Peter’s death, using Peter’s eyewitness

D Peter in Prison. Acts 12:1-11
Herod the king began to persecute the
Church in Jerusalem. He killed the disciple
called James, and he put Peter in prison.
One night Peter was asleep. He was chained
between two guards. Suddenly an angel of
God appeared, and a light shone in the prison. The angel woke Peter and said, "Hurry!
Get up!...and come with me!" At once the
chains fell off Peter's hands. He followed the angel right out of the prison.
The gate of the prison opened by itself and no one stopped them. Then the
angel disappeared.

D Peter and His Friends. Acts 12:12-19
While Peter was in prison, many friends gathered to pray for him. When he
was released, Peter went straight to the house where they were. He knocked
at the gate. A servant girl went to answer it, but when she heard Peter's voice
she ran to tell the others, "Peter is at the
gate!" They said to her, "You must be
mad!" Peter kept knocking, so they
opened the door of the gate. They were
all amazed. Peter told them how God had
saved him from Herod. God hears the
prayers of His Church. Jesus said,
"Where two or three come together in
My Name, I am with them." Just as His
Spirit was with that first Church, so He is
with all who follow Jesus today.
Read Acts 12,1-5.
Why was Peter so well guarded? What was
Herod’s motive? Who among the disciples were called James?
Write in short who Peter was: where he came from, how he became
an apostle, what role he played in the early Church - and what were the biggest highlights and downfalls of his life.
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The ministry of Paul

Lesson 5

S Saul from Tarsus
This is an outline of Saul’s early life until his conversion.
1. Saul (later called Paul) is born and spends his early years in Tarsus—an
important Roman city. He is born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:25–29).
2. He is taken to Jerusalem as a
young boy and educated by the
well-known teacher Gamaliel
(Acts 22:3). He is a Pharisee.
3. When Stephen is stoned to death
for his faith, Saul holds the stoners’ coats. He becomes a violent
persecutor of the church, given
authority to imprison Christians
(Acts 26:9–11). He even travels
to foreign cities to root them out.
4. Saul travels to Damascus to arrest believers. At midday, near
the city, he has a vision of Jesus.
A voice says, ‘Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?’
5. In Damascus a believer called
Map 9; Paul’s early life + conversion
Ananias visits Saul. His blindness is healed and he is baptized (Acts 9:1–19).
6. Paul stays for 3 years in this region, preaching in the synagogues. At
some point (Acts 9:19–22) he went into the desert of Arabia (Galatians
1:15–17), and returned to continue his work there.

D From persecutor to a spokesman for the Gospel
Young Paul stood by and watched as
Stephen was killed. He was a Pharisee
and very zealous to eliminate all who
contradicted the Jewish understanding of
God. Therefore he became a passionate
persecutor of the followers of Jesus in
Jerusalem and he threatened many believers with death.
He extended this persecution to other regions, - even to other countries.
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D The Light and the Voice from
Heaven.

Acts 9:1-9

One day he travelled to the city of Damascus in order to persecute the believers
there also. As he went along the road,
suddenly an amazing thing happened. A
great light flashed from Heaven. Paul fell
to the ground. A voice spoke from Heaven saying, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you,
Lord?" The voice said, "I am Jesus whom you persecute."
The men who travelled with Paul heard a voice but they saw no one and did
not hear what was said. Paul got up, but he could not see. The men had to
lead him by the hand into Damascus.

D Blind Paul and Ananias. Acts 9:10-20
For three days Paul was blind. He would
not eat or drink. Then God sent a man to
Paul. He was a believer called Ananias.
Ananias knew that Paul persecuted believers, but he still went to Paul and said,
"Brother Paul, Jesus, whom you saw on
the road, has sent me so that you might
see again and be filled with the Holy
Spirit." Ananias laid his hands on Paul. At
once he could see again. Paul was filled with the Spirit of God. He was baptized to show people that he was now a follower of Jesus. Instead of persecuting the Church, he began to tell everyone about Jesus.
Read Acts 9,10-18.
Discuss what went through the mind of Ananias as God told him to go and heal Saul.

In Damascus
Paul immediately became a preacher of the Gospel. He was met with a lot of
reservation, because he used to be a persecutor. But as the orthodox Jews realise that he has actually become a spokesman for Christ, they try to kill him.
Paul is helped out of Damascus in a basket.

In Jerusalem
He is received by the apostles in Jerusalem and continues to preach and to
participate in public discussions, to such a degree that it is needed to send
him away. – So he goes back to his hometown Tarsus (in Cilicia) for a time.
(Read Galatians 1:17-18, Acts 9:26, 9:27-28)
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S Antioch: A key-place for mission
Antioch was the third largest city of the Roman Empire. It was non-Jewish,
made up of many different races. It soon became the centre of Gentile Christianity.

Map 10: Centres

A cross-cultural Church.
The leaders in Antioch came from
many walks of life (Acts 13:1):
Barnabas, a Jew from Cyprus.
Simeon (called the Black) probably
from Africa.
Lucius from Cyrene, a north African
city.

1. Stephen is martyred and the
believers are scattered everywhere (Acts 8:1–4).
2. Some travel as far as Antioch.
They tell the message to Jews
only (Acts 11:19).
3. Other believers come from
Cyprus and North Africa.
They preach to Gentiles in
Antioch with dramatic results
(Acts 11:20–21).
4. The Jerusalem church sends
Barnabas, a trusted leader, to
investigate.
5. He is pleased at the church’s
progress. He collects Saul
from Tarsus and the two stay
to teach (Acts 11:22–26)
6. Here, the name ‘Christians’ is
coined.
7. The Antioch church soon becomes strong. The believers
send relief money to the
mother church in Jerusalem
(Acts 11:27–30).
8. Paul and Barnabas are sent
out by the church in Antioch.
They are the first messengers
of the gospel to foreign countries (Acts 13:1–3).

Manaen, foster-brother to Herod Antipas.
Saul, a Jew from Roman Tarsus, later to become Paul the apostle.
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Paul’s Missionary Journeys

Lesson 6

D The Church Prays for Barnabas & Paul. Acts 13:1-3
Barnabas and his young disciple, Paul,
were teaching in the Church at Antioch. One day as the leaders of the
Church fasted and prayed the Holy
Spirit spoke to them saying, "Let Barnabas and Paul be given to Me for the
work I have called them to." God
wanted them to go to people who had
never heard about Jesus. So the Church
leaders placed their hands on Barnabas and Paul and prayed for them. Then
they sent them out to distant places to proclaim the Good News.

S Details of first missionary journey
With the prayers and encouragement of the Antioch assembly, and with John Mark as their
assistant, Barnabas and Paul
sailed for Cyprus (Acts 13:4).
In Salamis, they preached in the
synagogues as they travelled the
length of Cyprus to Paphos
(Acts 13:5-6). A Roman proMap 11: Paul’s 1st missionary journey
consul wanted to hear the word
of God. A magician tried to interfere but was stricken with temporary blindness at Paul’s command (13:8-11). From there they sailed to Perga, where
Mark left them.
Paul and Barnabas went to many towns.
They met with the Jews in their prayer
houses and taught them like this: "The
God of the Jews chose our fathers, and
made them a great people (nation). He
gave them great leaders and teachers.
They told of One who would come to
save them from sin. He is the Lord Jesus
Christ. But the Jews did not recognize Jesus when He came because they did
not understand their teachers. Jesus did no wrong, but they killed Him. How19

ever, God raised Him from death. He will never die again. Now everyone
who puts his trust in Jesus will be made right with God. Those who doubt
and laugh at the truth will die."
Some Jews, and many gentiles believed the message of Paul and more
churches were formed. But many would not believe.
Read Acts 13,13-52 How was the gospel received in Antioch Pisidia?

Their success in Antioch was duplicated in Iconium, but so was the Jews’
resistance (Acts 14:1). To avoid stoning, the apostles fled to Lystra and
Derbe in Lycaonia (14:5-6).
The pagan citizens of the town would worship Paul and Barnabas as they believed they were the gods Zeus and Hermes (14:11-13). Paul and Barnabas
stopped them from making a sacrifice to them (14:14-18).
In Lystra, Paul nearly lost his life when the Jews stoned him, dragged him
out of the city, and left him for dead (Acts 14:19). The next day, however,
Barnabas and Paul were able to journey to Derbe (Acts 14:20).

Map 8: Barnabas and Paul were sent by the Mission Church in Antioch Syria.
The letter to the Galatians is later sent to the new churches of this trip.

After making many disciples in Derbe, the apostles retraced their steps
through Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia, strengthening and encouraging the new believers and appointing elders in each church (Acts 14:2123). Arriving again in Perga, they sailed back to Antioch in Syria, where they
reported to the church the wonderful news that God had opened a door of
faith for the Gentiles (14:25-27).
What happened to John Mark? (13:13). What disagreement later developed because of this? (15:39), Were Paul and Mark reconciled? (Colossians
4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11).
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The council meeting – A turning point! Lesson 7
Another important mile stone was when the early church reached the insight
that the gentile Christians should not be subject to the law of the Jews. That
means that they should not – as the proselytes – first accept Judaism and then
be recognised as believers. Access to God is not based on works and rituals
but on the right attitude of the hearts.
Read Acts 15,1-3
What discussion has broken out in Antioch?
What has caused it? - Summarise the two viewpoints

It was a strong disagreement between Paul and some Jewish believers about
whether the Christians in Antioch needed to be circumcised. This dispute led
to a big meeting with the apostles and other leaders of the church at Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Council reached the conclusion that Gentiles did not have to
be circumcised. This was a clear support for Paul’s understanding of Christianity. Speaking for the council, the apostle Peter declared, “We believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we [Jews] shall be saved in the
same manner as they [the Gentiles]” (Acts 15:11).
The outcome of the meeting was that the gentile Christians should not live
by the Jewish law. – However the apostles asked them to abstain from food
polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.
Read Acts 18,10.

What is the point Peter is making?

Paul in Asia – Second Missionary Journey
It is amazing to remember that the provinces of Asia, Galatia, Cilicia etc.
(now known as Turkey) were such an important region for mission work and
church planting in the first century. – Today Turkey has 99% Muslims and is
almost untouched by Christianity.

S Details of second missionary Journey
1. Paul and Barnabas agree to revisit the Galatian churches. But they disagree
about taking John Mark who had left them on the earlier mission (Acts
15:36–38).
2. After an argument, Barnabas takes Mark as his disciple to Cyprus (Acts
15:39).
3. Paul takes Silas as his disciple. At Lystra Paul asks Timothy to join them
(Acts 16:1–3).
4. They revisit the towns, telling the believers the decisions of the Jerusalem
Council about Gentile converts (Acts 16:4–5).
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5. Paul tries to go into Bithynia, but is blocked by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6–7).

Map 9: 2nd Mission

7

8
6. At night, Paul has
a vision. A Mace10
6
donian urges him
to come across to
12
2
help. They decide
1
to sail for Macedonia (Acts 16:8–
10). At this point
Luke (author of
13
Acts) joins them.
7. Paul delivers a
girl fortune-teller
from an evil spirit
at Philippi. The
girl’s owners protest and a crowd
attacks Paul and Silas. Flogged and imprisoned, they are freed by an earthquake. Their jailer believes (Acts 16:11–40).
8. Paul convinces both Jews and Greeks in Thessalonica. Some Jews stir up a
riot—Paul leaves secretly (Acts 17:1–9).
9. Paul receives a better reception at Berea. But a mob is stirred up by people
from Thessalonica. Paul leaves, but Silas and Timothy stay behind (Acts
17:10–15).
10. Paul speaks to the court of the Areopagus which met to discuss news and philosophies. His mention of the resurrection divides his audience: some laugh,
some believe (Acts 17:16–34).
11. Silas and Timothy arrive with news of Thessalonica. Paul writes 1 and 2
Thessalonians, encouraging that church in its difficulties. They spend almost
2 years here, building up the church. Despite Jewish opposition, they are able
to stay (Acts 18:1–17).
12. They stop briefly in Ephesus—Paul had been forbidden earlier by the Spirit
to preach in Asia. He debates with the Jews who want him to stay longer
(Acts 18:18–21).
13. They travel back to Antioch, via Caesarea and Jerusalem (Acts 18:22).

D Paul's Vision of the Man
from Macedonia. Acts 16:6-10
Paul’s second missionary journey was
mainly to re-visit all the churches. He
and his friends wanted to preach in the
country of Bithynia too, but the Holy
Spirit stopped them. They did not
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know where they should go next. One night Paul had a vision. He saw a man
from the land of Macedonia. The man said to Paul, "Come over to Macedonia and help us!" Immediately Paul knew that God was guiding them to go to
Macedonia. God will guide those who want to follow Jesus. Sometimes He
guides by dreams, but usually God directs us through the words in His Book,
the Bible.

D Paul and Silas in the Earthquake. Acts 16:16-35
Paul took his friend Silas and went across the sea to Macedonia. There they
taught the people about Jesus. Some believed, but others became very angry.
They beat Paul and Silas and threw
them into prison. That night Paul and
Silas prayed and sang to God in the
prison. Suddenly there was a great
earthquake. The doors opened and the
chains of the prisoners came loose. The
jailer thought that all the prisoners
would escape. He was so frightened that
he decided to kill himself because he
knew he would be held responsible.
Then Paul shouted to him, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" The jailer
called for a light, he rushed in and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
Paul said to him, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved." With
great joy the jailer and all his family believed.

D Paul & the Altar to the Unknown God. Acts 17:16-34
In the city of Athens the people worshipped many idols. The men of Athens
wanted to know what Paul was teaching, so he said to them, "Men of Athens,
I see that you are very religious. As I walked around your city I found an altar 'To an unknown God'. I want to tell you about this God, the One you don't
know." Paul told them about the true God who created everything. He told
them that God is alive, He is not made from gold or silver or stone. Paul told
them about Jesus whom God has raised
from death. Some men just laughed, but
others believed him and found the way
to everlasting life. Through Jesus we
too can know the One true God whom
we have not known before.
Paul’s second missionary journey ends
in Jerusalem.
Read 17,16-20

Why did Paul come to Areopagus?
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Mission to Greece: Third journey

Lesson 8

On every journey
Paul and his companions tried to revisit Churches already planted and to
reach new locations.
Frequently plans
were changed – because of persecution
or because his presence was required
for a longer period of
time in a certain location.
Map 10: Paul’s third Missionary Journey. Red arrows indicate the return to
Israel that only took place 3 years after. Travels in that period not included.
During the third journey, Paul went on to the city of Corinth. The people of
Corinth were very wicked, and the Jews who lived there gave Paul much
trouble. One night the Lord Jesus spoke to Paul, saying, "Do not be afraid,
but keep speaking. Do not give up. I am with you. No one will be able to
harm you." So Paul stayed in Corinth and many people believed his message.
One day the Jews seized Paul and took him to court. They accused him of
teaching lies. However, the Governor would not listen and he put them all
out of the court. Then the Corinthians beat the Jewish leader but Paul escaped unharmed. God gives us boldness to speak too, even in times of danger.
Look at the map. Which provinces does Paul travel through?
Acts 20,17-18+20.Find out where he stayed for a period of 3 years.
Rom 15,25-26 Find out what he wanted to bring back to Jerusalem.
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S Below details from Paul’s third missionary journey
By now you already know
the route Paul travels
through the province of
Asia to reach Ephesos. In
the following maps we will
follow his movements during the 3 years he stayed
there.
Map 11: the cut-out we will
look at to see details.
1 Paul makes Ephesus
the base for his mission work for the next
3 years. Disciples of
Apollos receive the Holy Spirit and a church is founded (Acts 19:1–7).
The gospel spreads in Asia (Acts 19:8–20).
Map12: Travel plans and bad news from
the church at Corinth.
2 Paul plans to go to Macedonia. He
sends Timothy and Erastus ahead (Acts
19:21–22). (blue arrows).
They may also visit Corinth (1 Corinthians 16:10–11). Paul is worried about
immorality at the church there.
3 Three members of the Corinthian
church bring a letter to Paul (Purple arrow)(1 Corinthians 16:17–18). It is full of
questions that reveal the problems to be
far greater than Paul had thought.
4 Paul writes and sends 1 Corinthians,
tackling the problems. (purple arrow)
Map 13: Paul’s visit to Corinth
5 Paul hears bad news about the church
in Corinth, possibly from Timothy.
6 He hurries to Corinth (red arrow) (implied by the intended third visit of 2 Corinthians 12:14). The visit is extremely
painful for everyone. Paul has to be severe.
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7 He returns to Ephesus. (red arrow) Here he writes a ‘painful letter’ to
them (2 Corinthians 2:4). Titus takes the letter to Corinth. Paul arranges
to meet Titus again at Troas urgently, to get news of the situation. (green
arrow)
8 Paul is the centre of a riot in Ephesus. His message threatens the sale of
statues of the Ephesian goddess (Acts 19:23–41).
Map14: Meeting with Titus
9 Paul goes to Troas. (red arrow) The
work goes well, but Paul is worried
about his ‘painful letter.’ Was it too
harsh? Titus does not appear as arranged (2 Corinthians 2:12–13).
10 Paul enters Macedonia in search
of Titus (red arrow). By doing this he
breaks an arrangement he made with the
Corinthians— that he would visit them
before visiting Macedonia. He apologizes in 2 Corinthians 1:15–2:4. He didn’t want another painful visit.
11 He encourages the churches (Acts 20:1–2) and collects money for the
Jerusalem church (2 Corinthians 8:1–5).
12 Paul and Titus finally meet. Titus (green arrow) brings good news—the
‘painful letter’ has been taken as Paul intended (2 Corinthians 7:5–16)
Map15: writing of 2nd Corinthians and
another visit there.
13 Paul writes 2 Corinthians—full of
joy. He encourages them to complete
their promised giving for the Jerusalem
church (2 Corinthians 8:10–15).
14 Titus takes the letter ahead of
Paul (green arrow) to prepare the
church for Paul’s third visit (2 Corinthians 8:16–24).
15 Paul stays in Achaia 3 months,
probably in Corinth. Here he writes the letter to the Romans.
16 He plans to travel to Jerusalem by sea via Syria. A plot by his enemies
forces him to return through Macedonia (Acts 20:2–6).
The third Missionary journey also ends at Jerusalem. Before Paul goes there
he spent a short time with the Christians in Milet and Ephesos (Acts 20-21)
He is aware that ‘prison and hardships’ is facing him (20,23) and that it is his
last chance to speak to these Christians face to face.
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Paul is Taken to Court.

Lesson 9

In Jerusalem Paul meets with the Apostles and leaders of the church.
Read Acts 21,20-30.
about the way Paul handles it?

What is the problem? What do you think

D Soldiers Rescue Paul from
the Jews. Acts 21:1 - 22:24
Paul continued to visit the churches in
many countries. Some of the believers
warned Paul not to go to Jerusalem.
They knew that the Jews wanted to kill
him. But Paul said, "I am ready to die
there for the sake of Jesus." So Paul returned to Jerusalem. Immediately the
Jews influenced the people against him.
They tried to kill Paul in the street. Some Roman soldiers had to rescue him.
Paul stood on the steps outside the Roman barracks. He told the people how
he became a follower of Jesus, but they only screamed, "Away with him!
Kill him!" The soldiers had to put Paul in prison to save him from the Jews.

D Paul Preaches to Kings. Acts 25 & 26
Paul stayed in prison for two years. The Jews still tried to kill him, but Jesus
appeared to Paul and said, "Do not be afraid! You will tell people about me
in Rome." Paul was brought before
Agrippa, the king of the Jews, but he
was not afraid. Paul boldly told the king
and queen how Jesus had called him to
tell people everywhere about the Lord
Jesus. King Agrippa was almost persuaded to believe in Jesus too. He knew
that Paul had done nothing wrong, but
he had no power to release him. He told
Paul that he must go to Rome and appeal to the Emperor, who was the most
powerful ruler of all.
Read Acts 26,2-31.
What part of Paul’s speech do you think
make the most impression on Agrippa?
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S Assignment on Paul’s prison-time in Israel
Individual study:
Answer the below questions and put a scripture reference for each answer

1. Why was Paul in Jerusalem?
2. Why did he go to the temple together with the four men and whom did
the Jews believe he had brought into the Temple area?
3. What offended the Jews in the first place, and why did they want to kill
Paul at the end of his speech from the stairs?
4. What kind of plot was planned, - and how did Paul manage to warn the
Roman commander?
5. For how long was he held as a prisoner in Caesarea?
6. Who made the decision to send him to Rome, and why was he a bit reluctant to do so?

D The Shipwreck. Acts 27:1-44
Soldiers took Paul to Rome with other prisoners. They had to travel in a ship
across the sea. The ship was caught in a terrible storm. All the people thought
that they were going to die. An angel
spoke to Paul, saying, "Don't be afraid,
Paul. You must stand before the Emperor. God will save the lives of all the
people with you too." Soon the ship
came near some land. It began to break
up in the great waves. The people had
to jump into the sea, but they all got
safely to the land. God had a purpose
(plan) for Paul and therefore no harm could come to him.

S Details of a dangerous trip
The boat trip to Rome was not smooth sailing. There was a number of discussion between sailors, soldiers and Paul as they continued.
Assignment: Find as many locations in the map as possible
based on the account of the
journey in Acts 27
For each location give a short
report on the weather and what
decisions were made.
Answer also these questions:

28

1.
2.
3.
4.

What encouraged the sailors as they were getting close to Malta?
Why did Paul ask the soldiers to cut the ropes to the lifeboat?
How many were on board the ship?
Why did people on Malta think that Paul was a sinner?

Paul in Rome

Lesson 10

Even after Paul had been imprisoned he continued to serve God. Some of the
most important letters he wrote are known as ‘the prison letters’ because they
were written during this period of time.

D Paul as a Prisoner in Rome.
Acts 28:16-31
For two more years Paul remained a
prisoner in Rome. People came to him
and he taught them about Jesus. He
wrote letters to the churches around
the world. Those letters are in the Bible. They are for us today. Paul suffered much in order to share God's
message. He was often beaten and stoned, hungry and homeless. Eventually
he was killed in Rome. Then God gave him a great reward in Heaven. For
Paul's words are true, "I am convinced that neither death nor life... nor anything in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
shown in Jesus our Lord."
Friends, with the power of the Holy Spirit, let us spread this message too.
Then the whole world can know that Jesus gives everlasting life with God.
Read Acts 28,23-31.

Which scriptures does Paul use?

SA prisoner for Christ
Assignment:
Answer the below questions and
put a scripture reference for each
answer.

1. What kind of prison did
Paul end up in?
2. How did he continue ministry under these conditions?
3. List 3 letters he wrote while
in captivity.
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4. It was assumed that he was released for a period of time. Which country had he planned to go during this period?

S Framework for Speeches in Acts
Nearly one fifth of Acts consists of speeches, primarily from Peter, Stephen,
and Paul. Common to each of the speeches is a basic framework of gospel
proclamation. This proclamation can be outlined as follows:
1. The promises of God in the Old Testament are now fulfilled.
2. The Messiah has come in Jesus of Nazareth.
a. He did good and mighty works by the power of God.
b. He was crucified according to the purpose of God.
c. He was raised from the dead by the power of God.
d. He now reigns by the power of God.
e. He will come again to judge and restore all things for the purpose of
God.
3. All who hear should repent and be baptized.
This outline is our earliest example of the gospel proclaimed by the early
church. It is the “foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20), upon which the church is built.
In this sense, the Book of Acts is not yet completed, for each generation is
enabled by the Holy Spirit to add its chapters by proclaiming the “wonderful
works of God” (2:11).
Read some of the speeches mentioned below.

Speech
Peter to crowds at
Pentecost
Peter to crowds at
the temple
Peter to the Sanhedrin
Stephen to the Sanhedrin
Peter to Gentiles
Peter to church at
Jerusalem
Paul to synagogue
at Antioch
Peter to Jerusalem
council
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Theme
Peter’s explanation of the meaning of
Pentecost
The Jewish people should repent for
crucifying the Messiah
Testimony that a helpless man was
healed by the power of Jesus
Stephen’s rehearsal of Jewish history,
accusing the Jews of killing the Messiah
Gentiles can be saved in the same
manner as Jews
Peter’s testimony of his experiences at
Joppa and a defence of his ministry to
the Gentiles
Jesus was the Messiah in fulfilment of
Old Testament prophecies
Salvation by grace available to all

Reference
Acts 2:14-40
Acts 3:12–26
Acts 4:5-12
Acts 7

Acts 10:28-47
Acts 11:4–18

Acts 13:16-41
Acts 15:7–11

Peter to Jerusalem
council
Paul to Ephesian
elders
Paul to crowd at
Jerusalem
Paul to Sanhedrin
Paul to King
Agrippa
Paul to the Jewish
leaders at Rome

Gentile converts do not require circumcision
Remain faithful in spite of false teachers and persecution
Paul’s statement of his conversion and
his mission to the Gentiles
Paul’s defence, declaring himself a
Pharisee and a Roman citizen
Paul’s statement of his conversion and
his zeal for the gospel
Paul’s statement about his Jewish heritage

Acts 15:13-21
Acts 20:17–35
Acts 22:1-21
Acts 23:1–6
Acts 26
Acts 28:17–20

Discuss to which degree each speech matches the general framework.

Conclusion
The book of ACTS is the historical account of the dramatic events during the
first decades of the church. – It gives us a very good understanding of how
the Apostles carried out the great commission. It also clearly shows that it
was the coming of the Holy Spirit that initiated and propelled the work.
Important characters like Peter and Paul are portrayed in detail, but we
should not forget that not only the rest of the apostles, but also a number of
new apostles and many dedicated servants of the Lord in the local churches
all worked together in this creation of ‘the body of Christ’.
Many questions however still remained open. And Paul and the other writers
of letters to the church dealt with these issues as they became evident. – The
church did not have a thick book filled with policies and doctrinal statements. They lived and experienced God’s guidance – and as difficulties arose
(and they were many) they called on the apostles to come and help to clarify
what was right and what was wrong.
Such issues are dealt with in the book 1,9: ‘Letters to the Church’. And the
real doctrinal discussions are dealt with in the books of series 2: ‘Theology
and Ministry’.
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Appendices
S Detailed Outline
Part One: The Witness in Jerusalem (1:1–8:4)
I.
The Power of the Church
1:1–2:47
A. Prologue to Acts
1:1, 2
B. Appearance of the Resurrected Christ1:3–8
C. Ascension of Christ
1:9–11
D. Anticipation of the Spirit
1:12–14
E. Appointment of Matthias
1:15–26
F. Filling with the Holy Spirit
2:1–4
G. Speaking with Other Tongues
2:5–13
H. Peter Explains Pentecost
2:14–41
I. Practices of the Early Church
2:42–47
II. The Progress of the Church
3:1–8:4
A. Peter Heals the Lame Man
3:1–11
B. Peter’s Second Sermon
3:12–26
C. Peter and John Are Put into Custody 4:1–4
D. Peter Preaches to the Sanhedrin 4:5–12
E. Sanhedrin Commands Peter Not to Preach 4:13–22
F. Apostles’ Prayer for Boldness 4:23–31
G. Early Church Voluntarily Shares 4:32–37
H. Ananias and Sapphira Lie
5:1–11
I. Apostles’ Mighty Miracles
5:12–16
J. Apostles’ Persecution
5:17–42
K. Deacons Are Appointed
6:1–8
L. Stephen Is Martyred
6:9–7:60
M. Saul Persecutes the Church
8:1–4
Part Two: The Witness in Judea and Samaria (8:5–12:25)
I.
The Witness of Philip
8:5–40
A. Philip Witnesses to the Samaritans 8:5–25
B. Philip Witnesses to the Ethiopian Treasurer8:26–40
II.
The Conversion of Saul
9:1–31
A. Saul Is Converted and Blinded 9:1–9
B. Saul Is Filled with the Spirit
9:10–19
C. Saul Preaches at Damascus
9:20–22
D. Saul Witnesses in Jerusalem
9:23–31
III.
The Witness of Peter
9:32–11:18
A. Peter Heals Aeneas at Lydda
9:32–35
B. Peter Raises Dorcas at Joppa
9:36–43
C. Peter Witnesses to Cornelius at Caesarea 10:1–11:18
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IV.
The Witness of the Early Church 11:19–12:25
A. The Witness of the Antioch Church 11:19–30
B. The Persecution by Herod
12:1–25
Part Three: The Witness to the End of the Earth (13:1–28:31)
I.
The First Missionary Journey 13:1–14:28
A. Barnabas and Saul Are Sent from Antioch 13:1–3
B. Ministry at Cyprus
13:4–13
C. Ministry at Antioch
13:14–50
D. Ministry at Iconium
13:51–14:5
E. Ministry at Lystra
14:6–20
F. Ministry on the Return Trip
14:21–25
G. Report on the First Missionary Journey 14:26–28
II.
The Jerusalem Council
15:1–35
A. Debate over Gentiles Keeping the Law 15:1–5
B. Peter Preaches Salvation Through Grace 15:6–11
C. Paul and Barnabas Testify
15:12
D. James Proves Gentiles Are Free from the Law 15:13–21
E. The Council Sends an Official Letter 15:22–29
F. Report to Antioch
15:30–35
III.
The Second Missionary Journey 15:36–18:22
A. Contention over John Mark
15:36–41
B. Derbe and Lystra: Timothy Is Circumcised 16:1–5
C. Troas: Macedonian Call
16:6–10
D. Philippi: Extensive Ministry
16:11–40
E. Thessalonica: “Turned the World Upside Down” 17:1–9
F. Berea: Many Receive the Word 17:10–15
G. Athens: Paul’s Sermon on Mars’ Hill 17:16–34
H. Corinth: One-and-a-half Years of Ministry 18:1–17
I. Return Trip to Antioch
18:18–22
IV.
The Third Missionary Journey18:23–21:16
A. Galatia and Phrygia: Strengthening the Disciples 18:23
B. Ephesus: Three Years of Ministry 18:24–19:41
C. Macedonia: Three Months of Ministry 20:1–5
D. Troas: Eutychus Falls from Loft 20:6–12
E. Miletus: Paul Bids Farewell to Ephesian Elders 20:13–38
F. Tyre: Paul Is Warned About Jerusalem 21:1–6
G. Caesarea: Agabus’s Prediction 21:7–16
V.
The Trip to Rome
21:17–28:31
A. Paul Witnesses in Jerusalem
21:17–23:33
B. Paul Witnesses in Caesarea
23:34–26:32
C. Paul Witnesses in Rome
27:1–28:31
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Paul’s CV:
Origin:

Tarsus in Cilicia
(Acts 22:3)
Tribe of Benjamin
(Phil. 3:5)
Training: Learned tent making (Acts 18:3)
Studied under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3)
Early
Pharisee
(Phil. 3:5)
Religion: Persecuted Christians (Acts 8:1-3;
Phil. 3:6)
Salvation: Met the risen Christ on the road to
Damascus
(Acts 9:1-8)
Received the Holy Spirit on the
street called Straight (Acts 9:17)
Called to
The Church in Antioch was inMissions: structed by the Holy Spirit to send
out Paul to the task God had called
him to do
(Acts 13:1-3)
Carried the gospel to the Gentiles
(Gal. 2:7–10)
Roles:
Spoke up for the true gospel at the
council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-35)
Corrected Peter
(Gal. 2:11–21)
Disputed with Barnabas about John
Mark
(Acts 15:36-41)
AchieveThree missionary journeys dements:
scribed in Acts 13–20
Founded numerous churches in
Asia Minor
Wrote letters to numerous churches
and various individuals which now
make up one-fourth of our New
Testament
End of
Following arrest in Jerusalem, was
Life:
sent to Rome
(Acts 21:27; 28:16–31)
According to Christian tradition,
released from prison allowing further missionary work in Macedonia
and Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28); rearrested, imprisoned again in Rome,
and beheaded outside of the city
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Study suggestions
(Suitable for small groups or
for individual studies at extended level)
A: What was the key message
in the proclamation of the early church? Compare to Mat
10,5-10
B: List the prophecies referred
to in the first 12 chapters of
ACTS. What is emphasized?
Why?
C: On a blank map find and
indicate all the geographical
places mentioned in ACTS.
List at least one incident for
each of the names.
D: Work through the questions
in the book: ACTS (Dobbs
Ferry: Neighbour Bible Studies)

