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Course Outcomes – The Gospels
In South Africa training is related to the concept of Outcome Based Education. (In common language: What you have gained from the course)
Bible Knowledge and background info fit nicely into this concept.
The following are the course outcomes for this book. Read them carefully
and rate y yourself at the beginning of the course, using a pencil, and at
the end of the course, using a pen. Use these values:
- I have too little knowledge to answer this question: 0
- I have a basic understanding and can answer satisfactory: 1
1. I can explain what the Gospels are generally about
2. I can describe what is meant by ‘the synoptic Gospels’.
3. I can explain what ‘the synoptic problem’ is.
4. I understand why it is relevant to have all four.
5. I know the story of the lost sheep – and its meaning.
6. I can summarise the Sermon on the Mount.
7. I know at least 4 miracles Jesus did in Galilee.
8. I can describe what provoked the Pharisees the most.
9. I know the name of the Roman governor who sentenced Jesus.
10. I can summarise the commission Jesus gave his disciples

2

The Gospels
Introduction:
The first four books of the New Testament are:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. They are called
the Gospels (the word gospel means good news),
and they tell the story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. There is
much overlap of content between the four accounts, but each Gospel also
has unique material not found in any of the others.
The gospels seen as historical accounts could be called ‘Acts of Jesus’.
The Book of Acts is sometimes called ‘Acts of the Apostles’ or ‘Acts of
the Holy Spirit’. – The book is an account of the events in the early
Church.

Why are there four Gospels?
If you take a closer look at the table below, you will notice that each of the
four Gospels has a specific audience, main theme and style of writing.

Gospel
Audience
Portrait
of Jesus

Matthew
Jews
Jesus is the
Messiah / King
who fulfils Old
Testament
prophecy and
expectations

Mark
Gentiles
Jesus is the suffering Servant
of God who
actively ministers to our
needs.

Style

Messianic

Tone
Points to
Key
verses
Key
words

John
Greeks
Jesus is the glorious Son of God
in whom we
should believe to
receive eternal
life.

Realistic

Luke
Gentiles
Jesus is the merciful
Son of God, who
came to save and
minister to all people
through the power of
the Holy Spirit and
prayer.
Chronological

Prophetic

Practical

Historical

Spiritual

The past

The present

The future

Eternity

Matt.1:1, 16:16,
20:28
Fulfilled

Mark. 1:1, 8:27.
10:45, 15:34
Healing

Persuasive

Luke 19:10

John 20;31

The poor (those in
need)

Eternal life, Believe

Matthew, Mark and Luke are very similar in their choice of material. We
call them the synoptic gospels because they can be ‘seen together’. We
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know that among these 3 writers only Matthew was an eye witness.
Many have speculated about ‘who wrote first’ and ‘who copied from the
other’. However it is more likely that all of them wrote individually but
had access to a number of common verbal and written sources.
Mark worked closely with Peter, and Luke was a companion of Paul.
John was also an eye witness. His gospel is a much more personal story.
His gospel was the latest and in many cases he supplements the others by
telling stories and events that the 3 others have not mentioned.
In the following we will work through the gospel of Matthew in detail and
give you the opportunity
to apply some of the
same method to the other
gospels.

Hints about how
to use this book
Be sure to take notes
during the study of Matthew. If you have access
to handbooks like ‘Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts’ you will be helped tremendously. Such books have been the basis for the following chapter.
You will also find helpful tools in book 1.01: ‘The World of The Bible’.
The tables in the Appendices of book 1:01 can likewise be of great help.
The tables used in this booklet are the same as found in book 1:02: ‘All
the Books of The Bible’. – But where they are left blank in this booklet,
you should not copy from book 1:02, but work through it yourself, and
then compare to the tables in ‘All the Books of The Bible’. – Remember:
the aim is NOT that you reach exactly the same words, but that you learn
how to master the challenge of structuring and understanding what you are
reading.
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The Gospel of Matthew
Quick overview
Matthew
Author / place
Jesus + Apostles
Main Characters
Israel
Geography
Background: This has been called
the 'Jewish Gospel', because it shows
particular interest in the concerns of
Jewish Christians. More than in the
other Gospels, the stress is on Old
Testament prophecies fulfilled in Jesus, who is the Messiah long expected by the Jews.
Matthew

Date written Probably 45-70
35 years (6BC-30
Time span
AD)

Gospel
Themes
Outline:
Coming of the King
Proclamation of the Kingdom
Preparation of the Disciples
Trial and crucifixion
Resurrection + commission

Focus
The Programme of the King
The Passion of the King
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - 8:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 16:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 28:1 - - Division
Proclamation
Power
Preparation
Proof
Topic
Teaching the crowd
Teaching the twelve
Location
Time

Bethlehem

Galilee

Judea
6 BC – AD 30

Themes and message
Matthew portrays Jesus as the Messiah who fulfilled the promises of the
O.T. Moreover, the mission of Jesus is attested to be the bringing of the
kingdom of God to mankind in His Person, words, and deeds. In his first
three chapters, Matthew introduces Jesus as King of the Jews, anointed by
God as heir to the Davidic throne. That Matthew does intend to persuade
his Jewish readers that Jesus is the Messiah may be seen by his numerous
allusions to the Davidic lineage. He does this by recalling the testimonies
of those who recognized Jesus as the Son of David (9:27; 12:23; 15:22;
21:9–15). Furthermore, only Matthew calls Jesus the King of the twelve
tribes of Israel (19:28). Matthew alone of the evangelists includes nine
prophetic Old Testament proof texts

5

Background details
About the Author
Nowhere does the text of Matthew itself clearly identify the author. But
for many reasons it seems beyond doubt that it was this Apostle who
wrote it. Matthew was also known as Levi (see Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27,
29). Before Jesus called him, he was a tax collector (Matthew 9:9 ff.). It is
interesting to note that Matthew called himself a tax collector, while none of the other Gospel writers did.
Perhaps he did this to show the amazing grace Jesus
showed him, when he called him to be his follower.
Tax collectors were despised and considered the
lowest of people. It is also obvious that the
Gospel was written by one knowledgeable of
currency, for the Gospel writer speaks quite
specifically about the different coins and taxes
that were used at that time. It mentions a twodrachma tax (Matthew 17:24), a four-drachma
coin (verse 27), and the various talents (18:24; 25:15 ff.).

Date and origin
There is some discussion about which gospel was first written: Matthew
or Mark. This so-called ‘synoptic problem’ was briefly mentioned in the
introduction. Those who argue for Matthew being the first do so because
Matthew’s Gospel was (1) recognized in the early church as the first Gospel, (2) written to those who first needed a written account— the Jews,
and (3) placed first in the NT canon. Conservative scholars agree that it
was written before the destruction of Jerusalem (AD 70) because the temple is spoken of as still standing (Matthew 24:15). The historian Irenaeus
indicated that Matthew wrote this Gospel while Peter and Paul were in
Rome. This may have been as early as 42 AD or later in the 60s The early
church leaders inform us that Matthew’s Gospel was first written in Hebrew (http://www.biblicalhebrew.com/nt/hebrewgospel.htm), and then
later translated into Greek.
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Matthew wrote as a Jew for Jews.
Matthew proclaims that Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled the Messianic prophecies of Old Testament. Jesus is the Messiah; the answer to all of Israel’s
expectations. In the opening chapter Matthew identifies him as “the son of
David, the son of Abraham” (1:1), and as Immanuel: “God with us” (verse
23). In later chapters Jesus is revealed as the Son of Man mentioned in
Daniel 7 and the Suffering Servant, described in Isaiah 53. Throughout the
book the events of Jesus’ life are talked about as the “fulfilment” of OT
prophecies. He comes to offer Israel salvation from sin (1:21). Nevertheless, the Jews have rejected him as their Messiah, and have thus placed
themselves in the
most dangerous position (11:20-24;
21:33-46). One explanation for Israel’s rejection of
Jesus is the failure
of the Jewish religious leadership to
prepare the people
for his coming. In
strong language,
Matthew denounces
the teachers of the
law and the Pharisees. They have
forsaken the Word
of God in favour of
their own traditions
(chapter 15).
In the map you find a
number of key-places
in Matthew.
Jesus spent most time
in the northern part of
Israel (Galilee)
The Passion took
place in the south:
Judea / Jerusalem
7

Teaching the Church
Matthew also wrote as a Christian for Christians. He not only presents Jesus as a new Moses, but as the incarnation of Yahweh himself, illuminating his own law for his people (chapter 5). If the Christian church is to
function properly, the teaching of the Messiah
on all the moral and spiritual issues must be
taken with extreme seriousness (chapters 5–7,
18). To serve this purpose, Matthew takes the
form of a theological textbook or a handbook
for the church, to instruct the people of God
concerning the person and work of Jesus. For
these teachings to be more readily and firmly
grasped, Matthew presents them in a highly
organized and memorable way.

A book with 5 important sections
To facilitate the learning of the material, he arranges Jesus’ teachings
around five major speeches of Jesus, in which teachings of the same kind
are put together (e.g., chapter 10 consists of a charge to missionaries, and
chapter 13 consists of seven parables of the kingdom). Matthew’s leading
theological themes may be identified as the Son of God, the kingdom of
God, the salvation of God, and the people of God.

Contents details
The coming of the Saviour (1:1–2:23)
His name reveals his mission: “Jesus” (1:1) means “Yahweh saves.” He is
“the son of Abraham,” who comes to fulfil God’s ancient promises to Jews
and Gentiles (Genesis 12:1-3). He is “Christ [or Messiah],” the son of
David (Matthew 1:1), who comes to establish the kingdom of God (4:17).
He is “God with us”, and he has come to “save his people from their sins”
(verse 21). As the son of David, and in accord with prophecy, he is born in
Bethlehem (2:1-6). Drawn by the star of Israel’s Messiah (cf. Numbers
24:17), Gentiles come to worship him (Matthew 2:1-12). When Herod
seeks to destroy him, Jesus finds refuge in a gentile land; God’s calling his
Son from Egypt marks the beginning of a mighty saving work—nothing
less than a new exodus under Jesus, the new Moses (verses 13-20).
8

The beginnings of ministry (3:1–4:25)
John the Baptist calls Israel to repentance (3:1-12). Even if John does not
understand why, Jesus also asked to
be baptised. Jesus’ submission to
John’s baptism, and the voice from
heaven, show him to be a King who
serves his subjects by taking their
sins upon himself (verses 13-17).
Like Israel at the exodus, Jesus is led
into the wilderness for a period of
testing (4:1). When the devil seeks to
turn him away both from God and
from his appointed mission, Jesus
gains victory by depending upon God
and his Word (verses 1-11).
As Jesus returns to Galilee, he settles
in territory with both Jewish and
Gentile inhabitants (verses 12-16).
He calls his first disciples and begins a ministry of preaching, teaching
and healing.

The sermon on the mount (5:1–7:29)
Just as Moses ascended Sinai to receive God’s law for Israel, so Jesus—
as both the new Moses and as God
incarnate—ascends the mountain to
proclaim his instruction for the citizens of the kingdom of God (5:1-2).
He begins with gospel (not law), declaring that God shall surely save
those who trust in God’s mercy, obey
his commands, and long for him to
establish his righteous rule in the
earth (verses 3-12).
Toward that end, disciples are a preservative (salt) and a witness (light) in
a sinful society (verses 13-16).
Jesus did not ask people to throw
away the Pentateuch (the Law) nor
9

the prophetic books, but he came to fulfil all the prophecies about the
Messiah written in both the Law and the Prophets. The main difference
from the OT laws to NT grace is a change from obedience to external laws
written on stone or in books to obedience to the inner voice of the Spirit of
God that now indwells all true believers. The new Law is called the Law
of Christ or the Law of Love. As long as believers are able to show the
kind of love that Jesus showed, they will also obey the intention of the OT
laws.
God’s commands embrace inner desires as well as outward actions and
call for a more radical obedience than ever before, now that the end has
come (verses 21-48).
In their giving, praying, and fasting, disciples are to combat hypocrisy by
God-centeredness and self-forgetfulness (6:1-18). It should not be an outward show of piety as the Pharisees
had made it to be, but an inward attitude of devotion to God.
The Lord’s Prayer (verses 9-13) calls
upon God to establish his rule on
earth, and to pardon, protect, and provide for his children. Therefore there
is no cause for anxiety (verses 25-34).
Disciples must be discerning without
being judgmental (7:1-6), and depend on God for the power needed to
love others (6:7-12).
After explaining how the laws of the
Old Testament have been replaced by
the new Law of Love (5:21–7:12),
Jesus encourages potential disciples
to follow him (7:13-14). He warns
against false teachers (verses 15-20),
and insists that true disciples not only
are the hearers of God’s word but the
doers of God’s will (verses 21-23).

The authority of Jesus (8:1–9:38)
The sermon on the mount surprised the crowds, because Jesus taught with
authority and because his teaching was so different from what they were
used to hearing. (7:28-29)
Jesus then shows his power and authority through a series of healing
10

miracles. He heals a leper, a centurion’s servant, and a bleeding woman by
his word (8:1-13; 9:20-22). His touch drives out a fever and raises a dead
person (8:14-15; 9:23-25). A combination of word and touch cures the
blind (9:27-31). Jesus calls for unconditional loyalty. (8:18-22). He demonstrates his sovereignty over the physical world by calming the storm
(verses 23-27). In direct confrontations with demons, he shows his superiority over them (8:28-34; 9:32-33). Exercising God’s own authority, he
declares sins forgiven (9:1-8) and calls sinners to repentance and to discipleship (verses 9-13).
This section completes by underlining the ministry of Jesus, his power,
grace and compassion. (9:35-38)

Jesus’ charge to the missionaries (10:1-42)
Jesus now empowers 12 disciples with apostolic authority and sends them
out into his harvest field (9:37–10:4). The discourse speaks both of the
apostles’ immediate mission (10:5-15) and of the church’s broader mission
(verses 16-42). For now, the apostles are to concentrate on evangelising
Jews (verse 6), in preparation for the mission to Gentiles (28:19).
The words “worthy” and “unworthy” are explained as ‘those who welcome the apostles and their message’, - and ‘those who reject them’
(10:11-15).
In the broader mission, there is sure to be persecution (verses 16-19, 2425), but this will actually aid the witness (verses 17-23). God will save his
faithful missionaries (verses 19-23), but judge those who oppress them
and who disown Christ (verses 26-39). A sure reward awaits both the herald and the recipient of the message (verses 37-42).

Christ the lord (11:1–12:50)
The judgment John predicted is already under way; one’s stand in the last
judgment would be determined by his response to the words and works of
Jesus (11:2-6). Like John the Baptist, Jesus meets with widespread hostility and indifference (verses 7-19). Those who reject him in spite of all the
miracles they have seen, will suffer a more severe judgment than those
who have not seen similar miracles (verses 20-24). But those who are
humble and obedient will experience that the “Lord of heaven and earth”
is also the God who comes to give rest to those who trust in him (verses
25-30).
Jesus claims that he is the Lord of the Sabbath (verses 1-8). True rest
(11:29) comes to those who come to Jesus and asks for his help.
The Pharisees view Jesus as one who destroys the Sabbath, and they as11

cribe his miraculous powers to Satan (12:22-24). On the contrary, says Jesus, the rule he is establishing is crushing Satan’s empire (verses 25-29).
To reject this truth in the full awareness of what one is doing is to commit
the unforgivable sin against the Holy Spirit (verses 30-32); the words of
Jesus’ accusers expose them as persons destined for condemnation (verses
33-37). The requested sign from heaven will not be given. Jesus’ resurrection is the only sign they need.

7 parables of the kingdom (13:1-58)
This, the third of Matthew’s five great discourses, contains seven parables.
In the parable of the sower, four kinds
of soil— hard, shallow, stony, and
fruitful—illustrate the various responses to Jesus’ preaching (13:3-9,
18-23).
Those who followJesus and obey him,
will understand much more than those
who look at the Kingdom of God
from the outside(13:10-17).
In both the parable of the weeds (verses 24-30, 36-43) and the parable of
the net (verses 47-50), Jesus assures his disciples that the final judgment
will separate true believers from false, and warns against hasty, premature
judgments (cf. 7:1-5).
The parables of the mustard and the yeast (13:31-33) contrast the smallness of the kingdom’s inauguration with the fullness of its consummation.
The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl (verses 44-46) depict the
kingdom as a value far surpassing all others (cf. 6:33). As a result of the
teaching of Jesus, disciples have new treasures to add to their old (13:5152). The people of Nazareth, on the contrary, echo the crowds’ lack of understanding and the Pharisees’ hostility (verses 53-58).

Spiritual conflict (14:1–16:12)
In 14:1-12 the preaching of John exposes the weakness of Herod, and the
beheading of John anticipates the crucifixion of Jesus (cf. 17:12). The true
king is not Herod but Jesus. He is sovereign over nature itself (14:1336)—God incarnate, “God with us,” who feeds the hungry multitude in
the wilderness (as God once provided manna) and walks upon and calms
the sea (see Psalm 89:9). Peter models Christians’ faith, fear, and utter dependence on Jesus (Matthew 14:28-31).
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The Pharisees and teachers of the law appear to worship God but in fact
are devoted to their own traditions, which they offer not as supplements
but as rivals to the Word of God (15:1-9). In verses 10-20
Jesus teaches that what is important is the inner attitude, not outwardly
following certain laws, and that the old distinction between clean and unclean foods (Leviticus 11) is a thing of the past as is the distinction between Jews and Gentiles. To underscore the point, Jesus enters pagan territory, heals a Canaanite (15:21-28) and feeds a Gentile multitude (verses
29-39).
Pharisees and Sadducees, in spite of all their differences, are united in
their opposition to Jesus (16:1-12).

The coming salvation (16:13–17:27)
While the crowds have various wrong ideas about who Jesus is, Peter confesses Jesus to be “the Christ, the Son of the living God”. Jesus calls this a
recognition granted by divine revelation (16:13-17; cf. 11:25-26). Jesus
will build his church on Peter’s revelation of the fact that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God.

Transfiguration
Jesus now (for the first time) predicts his sufferings
and coming glory (verses 21-28). In anticipation of
that glory, Jesus is transfigured before the oinner
group of disciples (Peter, James and John). Moses
and Elijah join God the Father in bearing witness to
the unique majesty of God the Son (17:1-8). Jesus
then demonstrated his power by combating demonic powers (verses 1418) and exhibited his authority by choosing to pay the temple tax using
miraculous means (verses 24-27).

Greatness in the kingdom (18:1-35)

In this, the fourth of Matthew’s five great discourses, Jesus concentrates
on the character and attitudes of church members. He calls upon his fol13

lowers both to become and to welcome the lowliest (18:1-5). Leaders especially are instructed to deal harshly with themselves but gently with
those under their care (verses 6-9).
Christians must remember the Father’s love for sinners. They must make
every effort both by prayer and by personal initiative to restore fellow
Christians who have fallen into sin. However, excommunication exists as
the last choice (verses 10-20). Church members who really understand the
Father’s amazing grace will never stop offering forgiveness and compassion to those who wrong them (verses 21-35).

Instructions on the way to Jerusalem (19:1–20:34)
Jesus teaches about divorce. It was only permitted in the case of adultery—that is, where the marital bond had already been severed through
unfaithfulness (19:1-9), but it was never the intention of God that there
should be divorce.
Jesus calls his followers to radical obedience (19:10-12). Besides instructing his disciples to trust and obey him like children (18:1-4), Jesus embraces children themselves with his love (19:13-15).
He appeals to the rich young man to surrender his life and become a follower of Jesus (verses 16-22); but the man is too bound by his wealth to
give it up and become a disciple. Yet those who abandon all to follow Jesus will receive wealth untold in the coming kingdom (verses 27-30). The
basis for such blessings lies not in human merit but in the
astonishing generosity of the gracious
God (20:1-16).
Jesus is confronting
competitiveness and
ambition among his
followers. He teaches
them that true greatness lies not in lording it over others but
in serving them
A blind man who’s vision was restored.
(verses 20-34). As a
radical example he
speaks about his own death as “a ransom for many” (verse 28).
14

Confrontations in Jerusalem (21:1–22:46)
As the Servant-King (cf. 3:17), and as the Messiah destined for suffering
(cf. 16:16-21; 20:28), Jesus enters Jerusalem not upon a war horse but
upon a young donkey. As Lord of the temple, he demands that its commerce be halted and that it become a place of worship for everyone, including the sick, the young, and the alien (21:12-17; cf.
Mark 11:17). He outmanoeuvres those who refuse to acknowledge the
heavenly source of his and John’s authority (Matthew 21:23-27). In dramatic and devastating fashion (the parable of The two Sons, The wicket
Tenants and the Wedding Banquet 21:28–22:14), Jesus pronounces judgment upon those Jews who have refused to acknowledge him as Messiah
and Son of God.
He calls upon his people to promise their supreme commitment to God. In
the resurrection what will matter most is one’s relationship to God (22:2333). The new commandment, the Law of Love, is a fulfillment and perfection of the two foundational commandments of the OT: Love God with
your whole being and your neighbour as yourself(verses 34-40). From
now on, submitting to God means rightly recognizing Jesus; he is not only
David’s son (Matthew 1:1), but also David’s Lord—the exalted Son of
God (22:41-46; cf. 16:16).

Woes upon the scribes and Pharisees (23:1-39)
Five reasons are stated for Jesus’ criticism of the Jewish religious leaders.
First is their hypocrisy: their practice contradicts their teaching (23:1-4),
their external purity conceals inner rottenness (verses 25-28), and they appear to champion God’s cause, but are really enemies of God’s servants
(verses 29-36).
Second is the pride that prompts their hypocrisy (24:5-12).
Third is their exploitation of, and their harmful influence upon those under
their charge (verses 13-15).
Fourth is their preoccupation with the small matters of the law while neglecting its weightier matters (verses 16-24).
Fifth is their responsibility for the dreadful judgment that the whole nation
is about to experience (verses 33-39).

The coming of the end (24:1–25:46)
The introduction to this, the fifth and last of Matthew’s great discourses,
makes it plain that there are difficult times ahead, both before the destruc15

tion of Jerusalem and before the end of the world (24:1-3).
There will be wars and unrest, famines
and earthquakes and , false messiahs
(4-8). God’s people will be persecuted,
false prophets will appear and lawlessness will increase, but there will also
be a universal proclamation of the
gospel of the kingdom (verses 9-14).
Then Jesus speaks of the catastrophe
that is soon to take place for the Jewish
nation in particular (as already foretold in 22:7; 23:38). This will culminate in the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple in AD 70 (24:15-22).
Towards the end there will be false rumours that Jesus has returned and
has been seen one place or another, but when he comes, it can be seen all
over as when lightning is seen in the sky. He will return in great glory,
amid signs in the sky, to gather his people (verses 23-31). Even though
there will be much persecution and the world will finally pass away, God’s
chosen people will never pass away
(verses 32-35).
Since no one knows when Jesus will
return, all must be ready at all times
for his coming (verses 36-51)That
event will bring both salvation and
judgment.
To conclude the lesson, Jesus tells the
parables of the wise and foolish virgins (25:1-13) and the talents (verses
14-30). The concluding parable of
the sheep and the goats (verses 3146) speaks of the urgent necessity of
making the right response to the
messengers of Christ. Those who
feed, clothe, and otherwise care for
the ‘brothers and sisters’ of Christ
thereby testify to their reception of
the message and the Lord Jesus
himself (cf. 10:40-42).
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The road to Golgotha (26:1–27:26)
The chief priests and the elders are hatching their murderous plot (26:1-5),
and Judas soon join with them (verses 14-16). The unknown woman who
anoints the head of Jesus
(verses 6-13) is an example
of lavish worship, but it also
serves as a preparation for
his death and burial.
The Passover meal (verses
17-30) is the introduction of
the new covenant. During the
Jewish Passover a lamb was sacrifices in order to save the Israelites. Now
Jesus is being sacrificed as a lamb for the new Passover in order to secure
salvation for all who believe in him and thereby are delivered from from
slavery under sin just at the Israeleits were delivered from slavery to the
Egyptians. Jesus explains how his forthcoming death is an atoning sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins
(26:26-28; cf.
1:21) and he anticipates the day
of final victory
over sin and death
in the perfect
kingdom (26:29).
Jesus’ agony in
Gethsemane
(verses 36-46)
expresses his horror over taking his
people’s sins upon
himself. By an
awesome act of
obedience, he
submits his will to
the Father, that
the Scriptures
might be fulfilled
17

(26:54; cf. Isaiah 53).
The Jews’ supreme
court (the Sanhedrin)
and their highest religious official, the
high priest, condemn
Jesus as a blasphemer because he
dares to identify himself as “the Christ,
the Son of God”
(26:57-68; cf. 16:16).
Peter denies knowledge of Jesus (verses 69-75). Judas’s disappointment
finds expression in suicide (27:3-10). The Jews hand Jesus over to Pilate,
the Roman governor (verses 1-2), as he alone has the authority to pronounce the death sentence. They know that the charge of blasphemy will
carry no weight with Pilate. Therefore the Jews now represent Jesus as a
threat to Caesar. In the end, Pilate responds not to specific charges and
evidence but to pressure from the crowd and the threat of riot (verses 1125). He releases Barabbas and delivers Jesus to be crucified (verse 26).

The death of Jesus (27:27-66)
Following his humiliating treatment
by the Roman soldiers, Jesus is led to
the place of execution. Weakened by
the beatings, he requires assistance
(27:27-32). The fact that he is being
executed with criminals (verse 38)
testifies to the purpose of his death
(cf. 1:21). Pilate puts an inscription
on the Cross: “This is Jesus the King
of the Jews” (27:37-44). Finally Jesus cries out with a loud voice as he is
left alone with the burden of sin, and he dies (27:50). Immediately, the
saving effects of his death become evident (verses 51-53): The veil of the
temple is torn giving free access to the holy of holies. As at the beginning
(2:1-12), Gentiles instead of Jews confess Jesus (27:54; contrast 26:6365). Joseph’s careful attentiveness to Jesus’ burial contrasts with the ongoing attempts of the chief priests and Pharisees to resist Jesus’ power
(27:57-66).
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The triumph of the saviour (28:1-20)
Jesus rises from the dead, and in the middle of great glory and power and
joy, the Saviour’s victory over death is announced and attested (28:1-7).
The risen Jesus appears first to the women who stayed with him during his
crucifixion (28:8-10; cf. 27:61; 28:1). The Jews’ response to the guards’
report signals their growing desperation before irresistible reality (28:1115). Jesus meets with the 11 disciples
on the mountain in Galilee (verses
16-20), He continues his instructions.
He now reveals the evangelistic purpose for which Matthew has been
preparing readers from the very start
of his Gospel. The apostles are to go
into all nations, preach the gospel
and make disciples of those who accept the message. The believers are to
be baptized into the name of the triune God to show that they now belong
to God. Then the believers must be taught to obey all that Jesus has commanded. The apostles act upon his word in the assurance that Jesus—as
the Lord—stands over them, and that Jesus—as Immanuel—stands with
them until the very end of time.

Write down all the headings form this booklet’s chapter of Matthew.
Try to recall what each of them was about.
Discuss the structure of the Gospel of Matthew:
Do you find it systematic?
Does it have a clear aim? (Which?)
Is it easy to understand the references to Old Testament?
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The Temple at the time of Jesus
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The Gospel of Mark
Mark (in Rome)
Author / place
Main Character Jesus + Apostles
Israel
Geography
Background: A book of action focusing more on Jesus' deeds than on his
words.
Mark is the shortest of the 4 Gospels.
It is early accepted that the preaching
of Peter is the source of most of this
Gospel's material.
Mark

Date written 50-70
3½ years
Time span
The Servant
Themes
Outline:
Beginning of Jesus’ ministry.
Ministry of healing and teaching
Instruction of the disciples
Betrayal, trial and crucifixion.
Jesus’ burial and resurrection.

Focus

To Sacrifice

Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - 2:13 - - - - - - - - - 8:27 - - - - - - - - 11:1 - - - - - - 16:1- - - - Division
Presentation
Rejection of Resurrection
of the Servant
the Servant of the Servant
Topic
Sufferings
Location
Time

Judea and Jerusalem
AD 29-33

Themes and message
Mark portrays Jesus teaching, healing and ministering to the needs of others. Jesus is the perfect example and the perfect sacrifice for people of all
time The ministry of Jesus Christ centres around his being a "servant" to
all, giving his life as a ransom for many. Mark's Gospel uses the term "immediately" to emphasize the importance and urgency of believing in God's
Son...now!
Themes: Jesus is concerned about every aspect of our lives. Jesus' actions
paralleled his words, and so must ours if we hope to be a positive witness
for him.
Jesus' death on the cross paid the price for each of our sins if we will but
turn to him with a repentant heart and trust him as Saviour. There is none
so down and out that he can ever be beyond the extending arms of God's
love. Even as Jesus came to serve us, so must we also serve others.
Read the book of Mark – especially chapter 2-10.
Discuss the overall aim and audience for the Gospel of Mark.
Are there any specific goals? (Which?)
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What is chapter 2-10 generally about?
Fill the missing fields in the table.
Write detailed headings for this section of these chapters.
In the table below, write a headline for each picture / reference, and summarize each of the stories related to the pictures. (continue the text) You
are welcome to use another sheet of paper for additional space.
1: Mark 1:4-11.
Headline:____________________________
Many years ago in Israel there was a man called John the
Baptist. He warned the people ….

2: Mark 1:14-20.
Headline: _____________________________
Jesus wanted men to help Him. He wanted to teach them
about God so that they could tell others. One day …

3: Mark 1:40-45.
Headline: ____________________________
One day a man with leprosy came to Jesus.
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4: Mark 2:1-12.
Headline: _____________________________
Jesus was inside a house, teaching the people about God.
Four men

5: Mark 3:1-5.
Headline: ____________________________
Here we see Jesus with the Jewish leaders. …

6: Mark 4:35-41.
Headline: __________________________
Jesus and His disciples were crossing a great lake.
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7: Mark 5:25-34.
Headline: __________________________
The woman in this crowd had been sick for 12 years. ..

8: Mark 5:22-24, 35-43.
Headline: __________________________
Jairus was an important man. His daughter …

9: Mark 7:24-30
Headline: ________________________
One day a foreign woman came to Jesus. Her little girl …
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10: Mark 7:31-37
Headline: ________________________
Some people brought a man to Jesus. He was ….

11: Mark 8:22-26
Headline: ________________________
Once Jesus led a blind man outside a village.

12: Mark 9:14-27
Headline: ________________________
A man brought his son to Jesus. The boy had …

25

The Gospel of Luke
Author / place
Main Characters
Geography

Luke (in Caesarea ?)
Jesus + Apostles

Date written 50-63
35 years (6 BC-30
Time span
AD)

Israel

Themes

Help to the needy
through the power
of God

Background: Luke is a gentile physi-

Outline:

cian. He writes the most detailed account
of Jesus’ life. The information is based on
his own research and many written
sources, including Matthew and Mark.

Birth and childhood of Jesus
John the Baptist
Teaching and healing in Galilee
Ministry in Jerusalem
Passion and victory

Luke
Focus
Advent
Seeking the Lost
Saving the Lost
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - 4:14 - - - - - - - - - - 9:51 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 19:28 - - Division
Topic
Location
Time

6 BC – AD 30

Themes and message
Content: Luke begins by telling us about Jesus' parents; the birth of his
cousin, John the Baptist; Mary and Joseph's journey to Bethlehem, where
Jesus is born in a manger; and the genealogy of Jesus all the way back to
Adam and God himself. Jesus' public ministry reveals his forgiveness and
mercy towards the poor and needy through the stories of the Good Samaritan; the lost (prodigal) son; and the rich man and Lazarus.
While many believe in Jesus' unprejudiced love that surpasses all human
limits, many others challenge and oppose his claims. Jesus' followers are
encouraged to count the cost of discipleship, while his enemies seek his
death on the cross.
Themes: Jesus understands our weaknesses, our temptations and our trials.
Jesus came to save both the Jews and the Gentiles. Jesus came to save the
outcasts and the accepted, - rich and poor, free and oppressed, but the poor
and outcasts are more likely to accept the offer of help.
Read through the Gospel of Luke.
Discuss which key words fit into the open spaces in the table above.
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Write detailed headings for this section of the Gospel of Luke.
In the table below do the following for each picture:
- Find and write the scripture reference in the gospel of Luke.
- Find and write reference for any other occurrences of the story.
- In few words: Describe the point of the story.

1.

The Birth of Jesus.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________
2.

Jesus Teaches Two Friends.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________
3.

The prodigal Son.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________
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4.

The Wealth of a Rich Man.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________

5.

The Beggar and the Rich Man.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________

6.

The Friend at the Door.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________
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7.

Two Men in God's House.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________

8.

Picture 20. A Man Sows His Seed.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________

9.

The Seed Grows.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________
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10.

Help for an Injured Man.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________

11.

The House Owner Comes Home.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________

12.

The Man up a Tree.

A: Scripture ref. in Luke: __________
B: Ref. in other books: ____________
______________________________
C: The point of the story: ___________________________
________________________________________________
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‘The Jesus film’ based on the Gospel of Luke
Watch the Jesus film.(The film is available in 6 SA-languages on DVD)
Discuss how true it is to the Gospel of Luke.
Among the pictures below choose one and describe the following in detail on a separate sheet:
What is the situation? Who do we see in the picture?
What has the experience of watching the film added to
your understanding?
How do you think this film could be utilized the best?
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The Gospel of John
Read through the book of John
Discuss and fill in the missing information in the tables above.

Author / place
Main Character Jesus + Apostles
Israel
Geography
Background:

Date written
Time span
Themes
Outline:

John
Focus
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 13:1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 18:1 - - - - - - - Division
Topic
Location
Time

That you might Believe
A few years

That you might have Life
Israel
A few hours
A few weeks

Themes and message
Contents: John presents Jesus as the "Son of God" who was with God in
the beginning and is equal to God, the Father. Jesus' relationship to the Father is emphasized as he teaches, heals, prays and ministers. Miracles
listed in John include: turning water to wine (2:1-11), (6:1-14), walking on
water (6:16-21) and the raising of Lazarus (11:1-46). John speaks of the
glory of Jesus much more than any other Gospel, a glory that is like the
glory of God. Jesus' humanity is shown by his being tired, hungry, thirsty
and sorrowful. After Jesus' death and resurrection, great detail is given to
appearances of the Lord before his ascension.
Themes: God loves each of us so much that he gave his Son so that anyone believing in Jesus shall not perish but shall have eternal life (3:16).
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Miracles are given not only to heal, but also as signs pointing to Jesus.
God expects us to love not only him, but also our neighbours.
Christ fully understands our hurts. .. he paid the supreme price to heal
them. The Holy Spirit gives us an eternal peace which the world cannot
manufacture or purchase.
Write detailed headings for this section.

Look up the stories related to the pictures below
Read the story and the passage before and after the story ---.
Answer the following questions:
(Geographical) Where is Jesus? (Audience) Who is he telling the story to?
(Context) What ‘provoked’ this telling?
(Outcome) How does the audience respond?
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Conclusion
In this booklet we have worked through the gospels in different ways.
The tables in the start of each section are examples of tools for a quick
overview. They serve to highlight some basic systematic issues that always are of interest, and that you should always keep in mind.
The treatment of Matthew was primarily an example of how a theological
handbook would approach and treat the Gospel.
The purpose of the picture exercises was to draw your attention to 4 elements: Recognising a story, knowing where to find it, understanding its
message and be aware of the context that makes it relevant to preach.
Let’s summarise the Gospel this way:
1: It is the story about Jesus. His birth was unique. His life was unique.
His death was unique. His resurrection was unique.
2: It is the message about salvation. It is the sovereign act of God to restore what was lost at the fall in Eden. It is a new covenant, better than the
former: A complete atonement once and for all. – John quote Jesus’ word
on the cross: It is finished!
3: It is the handing over of the mission from Christ to his witnesses:
Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations. – If this does not happen;
if the good news is not made known, then Christ died in vain!
May God bless you to be his disciple!
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‘Look Listen and Live’
The small pictures you have been using for exercises come from a material called ‘Look, Listen & Live’. In
this book the pictures have been used
in a way that differs from what they
were originally created for.
Consider the following:
• Have you got people in your
local area that for some reason
cannot read the Bible themselves?
• Would it be a help for you to have this picture material in big format?
• Would you prefer to use it as visual aid while you were telling the
story – or even preaching?
• Would you even have a need for a tape recording matching each picture?
If that is the case, we would be happy to help you get in touch with the
publisher.

Study suggestions
(Suitable for small groups or for individual studies at extended level)
Use handbooks such as ‘Nelson’s complete Bible maps and Charts’ to
find additional information about the Gospel of either Mark, Luke or John.
.

Write an essay about the gospel you have chosen.

(Adapt it to the outline used in the presentation of the gospel of Matthew)
Study the layout of the Temple.
Look up the laws about who could enter the Holy of Holies, the Holy place,
The priest’s court etc.
Draw a floor plan of the Temple and it’s surroundings.
Indicate who had access to which areas
Find information about the Jewish Passover meal.
How does the communion and the Passover meal fit together?
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