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Course Outcomes – Prophetic Books
In South Africa training is related to the concept of Outcome Based Education. (In other words: What you have gained from the course)
Bible Knowledge and background info fit nicely into this concept.
The following are the course outcomes for this book. Read them carefully and rate y yourself at the beginning of the course, using a pencil,
and at the end of the course, using a pen. Use these values:
- I have too little knowledge to answer this question: 0
- I have a basic understanding and can answer satisfactory: 1
1. I can explain what is meant by ‘minor’ and ‘major’ prophets
2. I can mention at least 5 prophets that lived before the time of
‘the writing prophets’.
3. I can give an outline of the book of Isaiah.
4. I can group the prophets in pre-exile, exile, and post-exile
5. I can summarize the story of Jeremiah.
6. I know which prophet had the vision of the dry bones in the valley.
7. I know at least one of Daniel’s prophecies about the end time.
8. I can describe the expectations expressed in the book of Zechariah.
9. I know the name of at least 5 evil kings in Israel.
10. I can summarise the importance of the prophetic literature.
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Introduction: Prophetic Books
The last big section of Old Testament (17 books) is referred to as ‘The
prophetic books’. These books are
written by prophets and mostly
concerned with prophetic visions
and messages. However they do
also give additional historical information.
These prophets lived in the time
from 800 -400 BC. The major
event of this period was the fall of
Jerusalem and the exile. Some of
the prophets lived before this disaster, during the exile or after the return
from captivity. For this reason we sometimes divide the prophets into the
‘pre-exile-, exile- or post-exile prophets.’
We also sometimes talk about the ‘minor prophets’ and the ‘major
prophets’. These categories (not used here) only refer to the volume of
their contributions, not to the importance of their messages.
Let’s make very clear, that this refers alone to the quantity of what they
have written (the number of pages in their books) not to the quality or
importance of their ministry and message.

Many great prophets even
before this era.
It is important to note that great
prophets lived even before the time
of these ‘writing prophets’. They are
described in the Pentateuch and in
the historical books.
Moses is referred to as one of the
biggest prophets. Samuel, Elijah and Elisha certainly were also very significant characters and important Prophets of the Lord. So, many served
before this era.
List as many Old Testament Prophets as possible, apart from the authors of the prophetic books.
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What is a prophet?
The word prophet is sometimes used
in the broader sense of ‘spokesman’
or somebody who have insight in
God’s plans. When God gave Moses
a spokesman (Ex. 7:1) the word is
used in this sense: He said ‘Aaron
can serve as your prophet before
Pharaoh.’
Mostly the word Prophet is used for people who were sent with a direct
message from God to individuals or nations. They sometimes dramatized
their message with symbolic actions. For example: Jeremiah hurled a
clay pot to the ground to signify how Judah would be broken in pieces as
a nation.
The true prophets in the Old Testament were loyal servants of God and
convinced enemies of idolatry. They often risked their lives when confronting wicked kings and leaders with the Word of God, and they
poured their souls into their pleas that sinners repent and turn back to
God.

Locations where Old Testament Prophets spoke
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1. UNITED MONARCHY. Samuel
acted as prophet in the time of Saul,
around 1050 BC, anointing both Saul
and David king.
2. NORTHERN KINGDOM. Elijah
and Elisha prophesied in the 9th
century BC. The 8th century prophets
Amos and Hosea denounced the
social injustices of Israel.
3. SOUTHERN KINGDOM. Isaiah
son of Amoz spoke in Jerusalem in
the 8th century, Jeremiah and
Zephaniah in the 7th. They warned
that God would judge the faithless
city. Micah spoke out against both
north and south in the time of Isaiah.
4. NINEVEH. (Capital of the Assyrian Empire) The book of Jonah is
about a message of doom preached to
Nineveh, and its repentance. Nahum
celebrated the destruction of the city
by the Babylonians in 612 bc.

5. BABYLON. (Capital of the Babylonian Empire) Habakkuk, at the end of the 7th century BC, asked why God had allowed this cruel empire to succeed. Ezekiel, exiled in
Babylonia in the 6th century BC, spoke to his fellow-prisoners about their future return to
Israel. Daniel was in exile at the same time.
6. EDOM. Obadiah foretold of the doom of Edom after this country had taken advantage
of Judah at the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC.
7. AFTER THE EXILE. Joel (5th or 4th century BC) promised hope after a plague of
locusts. Haggai and Zechariah spurred the returned exiles to rebuild the Jerusalem temple around 520 BC. Malachi in the 5th century BC called Israel to be faithful as God’s
people.

Several elements often characterize the relationships between the Lord,
the prophets, and their hearers:
¾ The authority of the Lord over both the prophets and their audiences.
¾ The obedience of the prophets, though sometimes with initial protest.
¾ The authority of the prophets as representatives of the sovereign God.
¾ The requirement of the audience to choose covenant obedience or disobedience.
¾ The report of the prophet back to the Lord in the form of prayer.

Many prophecies are expressed in poetry and pictures
The prophetic books are largely written in the style of Hebrew poetry.
Although the prophets do not explain their choice of the poetic genre, it
is likely they did so for at least several reasons:
1. Poetry can speak powerfully to the will and emotions; the prophets
did not wish simply to inform their audiences, but to move them to
action as well.
2. Poetry, with its stress on symbolism and imagery is sometimes better suited than prose to convey the wonders of God and His character which are at the heart of the prophets’ messages.
3. Poetry can speak about the meaning of future events without necessarily having to describe all details literally.
Read Isaiah 5,1-13
Identify where the prophet is using poetry and where he is referring to
physical locations, historical people or events.

More than predictions – a call for radical obedience
It is a mistake to think of the biblical prophets primarily as predictors of
the future. To be sure, prediction was an essential part of their preaching,
but their primary function was to call people to radical obedience and
5

dependence upon God. The contents of prophetic messages were shaped
by God’s covenant with His people and by the particular historical circumstances of the individual prophet. The covenant was established to
make Israel a holy nation that worshiped only the one true God.
Think of all the prophetic activities you know in Old Testament.
Give examples of rebukes, predictions, instructions, etc.

The prophetic lawsuit
The history of Israel was characterized by persistent rebellion against
God, and these rebellions had a marked impact on how the prophetic
messages were framed and presented. These messages often took the
form of “lawsuits” initiated by God against His people for breach of
covenant. calling to the divine court;
Such a prophetic lawsuit typically included:
1. calling to the divine court;
2. accusations;
3. verdict;
4. description of coming punishment;
5. promise of restoration.
Read Isaiah 1,18-28
Identify verses reflecting some of the 5 steps mentioned above.

The call and ministry of the O.T. prophets
The word translated “prophet” has the idea “called” as its first emphasis.
God takes the initiative. He selects, summons, and sends the prophet (for
example, Jeremiah 1:4-5; 7:25; Amos 7:14). “Man of God” speaks of the
relationship into which the prophet is brought by his call. He is now
“God’s man” and is seen as belonging to him (2 Kings 4:9). “Seer” indicates the new and remarkable powers of insight granted to the prophet.
In Hebrew, as in English, the ordinary verb “to see” is used also of understanding (“I see what you mean”). It also speaks of the power to understand the nature and meaning of things (“He sees things very
clearly”). In the case of the prophets, their powers of “seeing” were
raised far above normal. The Lord inspired them to become vehicles of
his message.

6

Prophets in training
The Old Testament mentions the existence of prophetic groups. They
were sometimes called “schools.” Elisha clearly had such a group under
7

his instruction (2 Kings 6:1; see “sons of the prophets,” 2:3, 5; Amos
7:14). They were probably “prophets in training” under the care of a master prophet. Such
groups enjoyed an enthusiastic worship of the
Lord. They were touched with a marked activity of the Spirit of God. But at the heart of their
devotion was “prophecy”—that is, a declaration of the truth about God himself. After this
early period, the prophetic groups seem to have
lost their significance. A more direct ministry
of the word could well lie behind the comment
in 1 Samuel 9:9.
Read 2Kings 6,1-7
What indicates formalized training?

Inspiration
The Spirit of the Lord lay behind the activities
of these prophetic groups and people. The
Spirit inspired men and women to speak the
very words of God (2 Peter 1:21). Ezekiel records how he was made to eat a scroll. That enabled him to receive the
words the Lord had written and speak what the Lord called “my words”
(Ezekiel 2:7–4:4). The miracle is stated in a nutshell at the beginning of
Amos (Amos 1:1, 3): “The words of Amos...This is what the LORD
says.” Though the words were truly Amos’s words, the words were also
the Lord’s.

True and false prophets
It was not only the Jews that had prophets, other religions also had
prophets, some were employed at the king’s court, and some of them just
told the king what he wanted to hear.
False prophets were to be separated from true prophets by means of three
tests.
1. The first test was doctrinal. The first test required that the people
of God have knowledge of the truth so that they could recognize
error. In Deuteronomy 13 the motive of the false prophet was to
draw the people away from the God who had revealed himself in
the Exodus. Although the word of the false prophet might be sup8

ported by apparent signs and wonders it was to be refused.
2. The second test was practical and required patience, because a
false word may be supported by an apparent spiritual proof. The
word of the Lord always comes to pass. If there was any real doubt
about whether a prophetic word is true or false, the people had to
wait for the turn of events.
3. The third test was moral, calling for watchful discernment.
Jeremiah, of all the prophets, was most distressed in his spirit by
the presence of false prophets. He gave the longest and most sustained consideration to the problem. His answer is striking and
challenging. The false prophet will be found out as a man of unholy life, because the message has no note of moral rebuke, but
rather encourages men in their sin.
Read Jeremiah 28
How was Hanania categorised as a true prophet and how was
Jeremiah categorised as a false prophet?

Let us turn to some of the prophetic books:

Who of the prophets lived at the same time
The chart below shows a time line of when the prophets lived, and we
can see who lived at the same time, it also indicates who lived in exile
and who lived before and after the exile. We will also try to indicate
where they lived or where the Lord told them to go and prophesy.
In the following the individual prophets will be portrayed in chronological order (which is different from the order of their books in the Bible).
Some will be discussed in detail, others rather briefly. We encourage you
to deepen the study on your own. – This is how you learn the most.
Additional information on many of these prophetic books can be found
in book 1.02: ‘All the Books of the Bible’.
Some of them were prophesying about judgement. Jonah and Nahum
both preach to the people in Nineveh about God’s judgment, the difference between the two situations are that when Jonah had preached, people repented, but they did not do so when Nahum prophesied
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BC 850 800
750
700
650
600
550
Joel
Jonah
Amos
Hoseas
Micah
Isaiah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Jeremiah
Obadiah
Ezekiel
Daniel

500

450

400

Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
Pre- Exilic Prophets

Exilic Prophets Post- Exilic prophets

Joel - .. the day of the Lord.
Joel’s prophecies calling Israel to prayer and repentance indicate that he
himself was a man of prayer. His prophesy deals with Jerusalem and
Judah. Joel predicted terrible judgment, but he also gave a promise of the
outpouring of the spirit and Joel is often quoted for 2:28-32
… I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit
in those days.
I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and
billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.
And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has
said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.
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Jonah
Read the book of Jonah and then answer the following question

Who was Jonah?
Where was he as God called him?
Where did God tell him to go – and what was his response?
How did Jonah explain to the seamen that he was the one causing the
problem? – What good came out of it for the seamen?
Summarize the prayer of Jonah in the fish.
Was Jonah’s mission in Nineveh successful?
Write an outline of the book (you may do this by writing 10 headlines that
give a good hints about the events)

Amos – National sin – National punishment
Amos was a shepherd from the town of Tekoa, not educated to be a
prophet, but God called him to let the people of Israel know that God’s
judgment was near, because of the nation’s sin. He became rather unpopular because of his message, and the priest Amaziah told the king that
Amos had conspired against him. Amaziah ordered Amos out of the
country.

Hosea – God’s Love to His unfaithful people
Hosea was a prophet to the northern Israel, (and he was born there,)
shortly before it went into Assyrian captivity. His ministry according to
most authorities covered a period of half a century. Hosea’s personal life
graphically illustrates his prophetic massage.
Read Hosea 1 and Hosea 11,1-4
Discuss God’s love for Israel – and the meaning of the names used.
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Micah – Wrath and Mercy – King from Bethlehem
Micah was from Moresheth Gath a town in southern Judah. His prophecy
reveals his rural origins; he uses many images from rural life
Micah spoke out strongly against those who claimed to be prophets of
the Lord but who used this position to lead the people of Judah into false
hopes and further errors.
He is known as the champion of the oppressed, he was probably a humble farmer or herdsman himself. He condemns wealthy landowners for
taking the land of the poor. He also attacks dishonest merchants for using
false weights, bribing judges, and charging excessive interest rates. Even
the priests and prophets seemed to be caught up in this tidal wave of
greed and dishonesty that swept his country.
Micah also contains a clear prediction of the Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem, centuries before Jesus was actually born in this humble little village.
In addition to the theme of judgment, Micah also emphasizes the reality
of God’s love. Practically every passage about God’s wrath is balanced
with a promise of God’s blessing. The greatest promise in the book is a
prophecy of the birth of the Messiah:
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though
you are little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to
Me the One to be ruler in Israel”

This messianic verse is stunning in its
accuracy because it names the specific town where the Messiah was
born—the village of Bethlehem in the territory of the tribe of Judah. This
prophecy was fulfilled about 700 years after Micah’s time with the birth
of Jesus in Bethlehem.
Read Micah 4,2-3 Isaiah 2,2-4 and Rev.20
Do you see any connections?
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Isaiah
Isaiah
Author / place
Main Characters Isaiah, Hezekiah
Israel
Geography
Background: Isaiah was welleducated and wise. He lived in Jerusalem, the capital of Judah. He lived
at the same time as the prophets Hosea and Micah.

Date written 740-680 B.C.
Time span
Judgement+hope
Themes
Outline:
Isaiah’s commission
Destruction of Israel by Assyria.
The pagan nations
Israel’s judgment and deliverance
Delay of judgment for Jerusalem
through Hezekiah’s prayer.
Prophecy of Israel’s deliverance
The final kingdom and its glory.

Isaiah
Focus
Looking towards the Exile
Looking beyond the Exile
Reference 1:1 - - - - - 13:1- - - - - - - - 24:1 - - - 36:1 - - - - 40:1 - - - - - 49:1 - - - - 58:1 - Division
Prophecies of Judgment
History
Prophecies of Peace
Topic
Judah & Neighbouring
The
King
Comfort Suffering Future
Jerusalem
Nations
World Hezekiah
Servant
Glory
Location
Israel & Judah
Time
740-680 BC

Themes and message Isaiah’s 66 chapters can be linked to a miniature
Bible. The first 39 chapters correspond to the 39 books of the Old Testament by emphasizing God’s ‘judgment’ upon those who refuse to repent
and turn to him in faith. The final 27 chapters parallel the 27 books of the
New Testament by focusing on the Messiah, who is our ‘salvation’.
Isaiah also prophesied that Jesus would be born by a virgin and as the
Son of God. His prophesy about Jesus Christ is very clear, and maybe
more detailed than in any other Old Testament book.
God is our eternal comforter, Redeemer and Saviour. God will forgive
our sins if we will renounce them and turn to him. The greatest success
in the world is being obedient to the will of God.
The name Isaiah means “the Lord saves”. He lived and ministered in Jerusalem. Because of his repeated contact with the kings of Judah, some
scholars believe that Isaiah was related to the royal family, but this is not
certain.
Read Isa 7,1-7 and 8,1-4

What is the name of Isaiah’s sons?

How do they become part of Isaiah’s ministry?
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The “disciples” mentioned in 8:16 probably assisted Isaiah in his ministry and may have helped him record the book that bears his name.
Some, who don’t believe in prophetic inspiration, have suggested the existence of a “second” or “third” Isaiah who wrote much later. But based
on the book itself we believe it was written by one and same Isaiah.
When Isaiah saw the Lord in the famous temple vision described in
chapter 6, he was willing to go wherever God sent him, even though he
would face strong opposition (6:9-10).
And in many situations he did meet resistance from kings, from priests
and prophets and from people in general who ridiculed his preaching.
Read Isaiah 7,1-9
What is the situation? And what is the message from God? What is
the kings attitude towards the message?

During the reign of the godly Hezekiah, however, Isaiah’s ministry was
much appreciated, and the king consulted him eagerly during times of
crisis (37:1-7, 21-35).

Background
Isaiah’s public ministry lasted for approximately 60 years starting around
740 BC. In this period the nation of Assyria expanded rapidly. The Assyrians captured Damascus and turned the northern kingdom of Israel
into an Assyrian province.
With almost no hope of survival, Hezekiah was encouraged by Isaiah to
trust God, and in one night the angel of the Lord struck down 185,000
Assyrian soldiers, virtually wiping out Sennacherib’s army.
In an effort to befriend the enemies of Assyria, Hezekiah showed his
treasures to the king of Babylon (39:1-4). Isaiah warned that someday
the Babylonian armies would conquer Jerusalem and carry off those very
treasures, along with the residents of the city.
Not only did Isaiah predict the Babylonian captivity of 586–539 BC (cf.
6:11-12), but he also foretold that Israel would be released from Babylon
(48:20).
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Theological teaching
Isaiah is a book filled with rich theological truth. It exposes the sinfulness of God’s rebellious people and his gracious provision of salvation.
Because God is the Holy One of Israel, he cannot ignore sin but must
punish those who are guilty. With the fall of Assyria and Babylon, the
Day of the Lord becomes a day of joyous victory. According to Isaiah
63:4, it is the year of the Lord’s redemption. Earlier, Israel had been redeemed from slavery in Egypt; now the return from the Babylonian captivity brings equal joy. The ultimate redemption is to be accomplished
through the death of Christ, and Isaiah 53 describes our Lord’s suffering
and death in graphic terms. His ministry as the Suffering Servant is also
introduced in 49:4 and 50:6-7; meanwhile, 49:6 states that the servant
will be “a light for the Gentiles.” Looking ahead to the Second Coming,
Isaiah predicts a messianic age of peace and righteousness. Nations will
be defeated in every fight and the “Prince of Peace” will rule forever.
Throughout the book God is pictured as the all- powerful Creator — the
sovereign One seated on a throne, high and exalted; the King, the Lord
Almighty. He controls the armies of the earth and removes rulers as he
wills.

Oracles against the nations (13–23)
Isaiah begins his announcements
of judgment by foretelling the destruction of Babylon. Babylon
will eventually conquer Jerusalem
(between 605 and 586 BC), but
the Medes along with the Elamites
will capture Babylon (539 BC).
One of Israel’s oldest enemies was
the nation of Moab, situated east
of the Dead Sea, descendants of
Lot. After a brief interlude urging
the Moabites to submit to Israel
and to her God, Isaiah notes that
pride will lead to Moab’s downfall.
In chapter 17 the oracle is directed
against Damascus and Ephraim
(the northern kingdom of Israel),
15

probably reflecting their alliance against Judah about 734 BC. Both nations will face ruin, and Ephraim is condemned for abandoning the Lord,
her “Savior” and “Rock”.
Later Isaiah turns to the south and
addresses Ethiopia and Egypt, countries that had strong links from 715–
633 BC, when an Ethiopian named
Shabako became pharaoh in Egypt.
Egypt is plagued with disunity and
suffers greatly at the hands of Assyrian kings. Yet the time is coming
when the Egyptians will be restored
and will worship the God of Israel.
Along with Assyria and Israel,
Egypt will become a blessing. Some
interpreters think this is a prophecy
of the salvation of Gentiles during
the church age, but others relate this
day to the peace of the millennial
age (cf. 2:2-4; 11:6-9). For the immediate future, however, Isaiah announces that Assyria will take many
Egyptians and Ethiopians into captivity.
When Isaiah has a second oracle about Babylon he is staggered as he
considers the impact of Babylon’s fall. When Babylon collapses, the
world will know that her gods were powerless (21:9; cf. Revelation 14:8;
18:2).
The last oracle is directed against the city of Tyre, which resisted capture
until Alexander the Great conquered the island fortress in 332 BC. When
Tyre fell, the economy of the entire Mediterranean world was shaken, for
her ships had carried the goods of the nations far and wide.

Final judgment and blessing (24–27)
This section functions as a culmination to chapters 13–23 in that it anticipates God’s judgment upon the nations and the inauguration of the
kingdom of God. A defiled earth must bear its punishment, and even the
forces of Satan face judgment.
Isaiah rejoices over God’s great triumph and looks ahead to a day when
death will be swallowed up and tears will be wiped from all faces.
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Israel’s long-time enemies, symbolized by Moab, will be laid low, but
Jerusalem will be a stronghold for the righteous. In 26:7-19 the nation
prays that these promises will become a reality. Verses 20-21 indicate
that the Lord will indeed respond, pouring out his wrath upon a sincursed earth and upon Satan himself (27:1). When that takes place, Israel
will be a fruitful vineyard, a blessing to the whole world. First, however,
Israel will have to endure war and exile, and then the remnant will return
to Jerusalem.

A series of woes (28–33)
Returning to his own historical period, Isaiah pronounces a series of
woes upon both the northern and southern kingdoms, as well as one upon
Assyria (chapter 33). Chapter 28 begins with a description of the fading
power of Samaria, the
capital of the northern
kingdom. Verses 7-10
portray the leaders of
Judah in the same light;
they have disregarded
Isaiah’s message and are
out of touch with God.
Judgment is on the way,
and their false preparation (verses 15, 18) will
be of no benefit. God
will fight against Israel
and even Jerusalem will
be put under siege until God in his mercy intervenes (29:1-8). Because of
their hypocritical worship, the people deserve to be punished, but in the
future Israel will again acknowledge the Lord and be made physically
and spiritually whole.
Chapters 30 and 31 denounce Judah’s proposed alliance with Egypt in
the effort to stop Assyria. God wants his people to trust him, not their unreliable neighbours to the south. The Lord promises to protect Jerusalem
and defeat the invading Assyrian army. None can stand before his mighty
sword.
Continuing on this positive note, Isaiah goes on to emphasize the righteous rule of the messianic king in chapters 32 and 33. Zion will enjoy
peace and security at last, a great change from Isaiah’s own time. In
eighth-century BC Judah might feel secure (32:9), but the Assyrian
troops will devastate the crops and precipitate widespread mourning.
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However, the lamenting will soon end, as the prophet pronounces woe
upon Assyria in 33:1. After Isaiah prays for the destruction of Assyria,
God promises to take action, the Lord will save his people and bring
them justice and security.

More judgment and blessing (34–35)
In chapter 34 Isaiah depicts a judgment of cosmic dimensions as he
moves to a consideration of the last days. Heaven and earth endure the
wrath of God that is poured out upon the nations, and verse 4 provides
inspiration for John’s description of the great tribulation in Revelation
6:13-14. Edom (like Moab; see Isaiah 25:10-12) represents a world
judged by the sword of the Lord in his day of vengeance.
Chapter 35, on the other hand, speaks of joy and restoration in a passage
that pulsates with life. A blooming desert corresponds to the physical and
spiritual age when God will come to redeem his people. Both the return
of the Israelites from the Babylonian captivity and the second coming of
Christ fit this glorious scene.

Historical interlude (36–39)
These chapters form the hinge that connects the two halves of the book.
Chapters 36 and 37 contain the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecies about
Assyria’s collapse, and chapters 38 and 39 introduce the Babylonian captivity that forms the backdrop for chapters 40–66.

The return from
Babylon (40–48)
The Babylonian captivity eventually comes,
but Isaiah promises that
it will end. God, the
incomparably powerful
Creator, is far greater
than any king, nation,
or god, and he will
bring his people back
to Jerusalem. To accomplish this return from exile, God raises up Cyrus,
the king of Persia (41:2, 25). The Lord does not forget his people, and he
encourages them to take heart and to rejoice.

Salvation through the servant of the lord (49–57)
Although Israel has fully deserved the exile because of her sins, the suf18

fering endured by the servant is wholly undeserved. The beating and
mocking of verse 6 are prophetic of Christ’s experience (cf. Matthew
27:26, 30; Mark 15:19). In Isaiah 50 the whole nation is challenged to
trust in the Lord, as the servant did.
Yet the best news of all is salvation from sin; (52:13–53:12) tells how
Christ wins freedom for those held in bondage to sin. In this brief passage we learn how Christ suffers rejection and even disfigurement. Led
like a lamb to the slaughter, he carries our sins in his body as he dies in
disgrace. The people think he is suffering for his own sins, but he is
“pierced” and “crushed for our iniquities”. The first and last paragraphs
of this section state that through his suffering the servant is highly exalted. What seems like a terrible defeat is actually victory over death and
Satan and brings salvation for many.
As a direct result of the servant’s death, great joy comes to all people. All
people are urged to turn to the Lord who keeps his promises to Israel.
Foreigners are invited to come to God’s “holy mountain” in Jerusalem,
for the temple will be a house of prayer for all the nations (56:7; cf. Matthew 21:13).
Isaiah returns again to the theme of judgment. Israel suffers because her
leaders are wicked and because the people are guilty of idolatry. Spiritual
healing is available, but unless individuals repent, they cannot be part of
the remnant who will return from exile and enjoy peace in the Promised
Land.

Ultimate blessing and final judgment (58–66)
The last nine chapters of Isaiah emphasize redemption and glory, but the
reality of judgment is also very much in evidence. The people are hypocritical in their worship; they are selfish and fail to keep the Sabbath. Lying, oppression, and murder separate the people from God. When Isaiah
openly confesses these sins, the Lord suddenly takes action on behalf of
his people. Like a mighty warrior, he rescues the believing remnant from
Babylon and brings them back to Jerusalem.
The ancient ruins will be rebuilt, and the Lord will fulfil the covenants
made with Abraham and David. Jerusalem will be the city of the holy
people, the redeemed of the Lord (Isaiah 62:12), and the Lord will take
delight in her.
In order to accomplish salvation for his people, God will have to judge
the ungodly first. The ultimate joy of God’s servants is contained in a description of new heavens and a new earth (65:17-25). Peace, long life,
and prosperity will be among the blessings enjoyed in an era that seems
to combine features of the Millennium and the eternal state. In a fitting
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summary, chapter 66 ties together the themes of salvation and judgment.
God will comfort Jerusalem and abundantly bless her, but sinners are the
objects of his wrath. Those who honour him will endure forever, but
those who rebel will suffer everlasting rejection.

Fulfilled Prophecies from Isaiah
The Prophecy
The Messiah…
will be born of a virgin (Is. 7:14).

The Fulfillment
Jesus Christ…
was born of a virgin named Mary (Luke
1:26–31).
will have a Galilean ministry (Is. 9:1, 2). Ministered in Galilee of the Gentiles
(Matt. 4:13–16).
will be an heir to the throne of David
was given the throne of His father David
(Is. 9:7).
(Luke 1:32, 33).
will have His way prepared (Is. 40:3–5). was announced by John the Baptist (John
1:19–28).
will be spat on and struck (Is. 50:6).
was spat on and beaten (Matt. 26:67).
will be exalted (Is. 52:13).
was highly exalted by God and the people
(Phil. 2:9, 10).
will be disfigured by suffering (Is.
was scourged by the soldiers who gave
52:14; 53:2).
Him a crown of thorns (Mark 15:15–19).
will make a blood atonement (Is. 53:5). shed His blood to atone for our sins (1 Pet.
1:2).
will be widely rejected (Is. 53:1, 3).
was not accepted by many (John 12:37,
38).
will bear our sins and sorrows (Is. 53:4,
5).
will be our substitute (Is. 53:6, 8).
will voluntarily accept our guilt and
punishment (Is. 53:7, 8).
will be buried in a rich man’s tomb (Is.
53:9).
will save those who believe in Him (Is.
53:10, 11).
will die with transgressors (Is. 53:12).
will heal the brokenhearted (Is. 61:1, 2).
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died because of our sins (Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet.
2:24, 25).
died in our place (Rom. 5:6, 8; 2 Cor.
5:21).
was silent about our sin (Mark 15:4, 5;
John 10:11; 19:30).
was buried in the tomb of Joseph, a rich
man from Arimathea (Matt. 27:57–60;
John 19:38–42).
provided salvation for all who believe
(John 3:16; Acts 16:31).
was numbered with the transgressors
(Mark 15:27, 28; Luke 22:37).
healed the brokenhearted (Luke 4:18, 19).

Nahum – The Destruction of Nineveh
Is a short prophetic book of the Old Testament that foretells the destruction of the nation of Assyria and its capital city, Nineveh. Assyria was a
nation that existed for war. The records left behind attest to the fact that
its king was excessively cruel. It looked upon nations and peoples as
only to be exploited to gratify their lust for conquest.
Jonah had hundred
years earlier predicted
the fall of Nineveh, but
because the king and
people repented, God
spared them and the
city, but now again the
people have become so
cruel and wicket, especially to Gods people,
that God wants to destroy them.
The Book of Nahum is similar to the Book of Obadiah, since both these
prophecies were addressed against neighbouring nations. Obadiah spoke
the word of the Lord against Edom, while Nahum prophesied against Assyria. Both messages contained a word of hope for God’s Covenant People, since they announced that Israel’s enemies would soon be overthrown.
The city of Capernaum is said to have taken its name from Nahum. In
the Hebrew language the name Capernaum means “the village of Nahum.”
Read Nahum1,14-15 and Jonah 2,2-6
What is the difference between this situation and the book of Jonah?

Habakkuk – How long, Lord, - and why?
Habakkuk begins his book with a cry of woe. Injustice is out of control,
the righteous are surrounded by the wicked, the law is powerless, and
God doesn’t seem to care about the plight of His people. Habakkuk wonders why God is allowing these things to happen.
God assures Habakkuk that the Babylonians will prevail not because
they are righteous but because they are temporary instruments of judgment in His hands.
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After this assurance Habakkuk breaks out with the beautiful psalm of
praise to God contained in chapter 3. This is one of the greatest testimonies of faith in the Bible.

Zephaniah – The Day of the Lord
Zephaniah began his ministry about 627 BC, the same year as the great
prophet Jeremiah. Zephaniah was a member of the royal house of Judah,
since he traced his ancestry back to King Hezekiah. He prophesied during the reign of King Josiah (ruled 640–609 BC). One theme of his message was that through His judgment God would preserve a remnant, a
small group of people who would continue to serve as His faithful servants in the world.
Zephaniah’s prophecy makes it clear that the nation of Judah, as well as
surrounding countries, will feel the sting of God’s wrath. Judah’s capital
city, Jerusalem, is soundly condemned for its wickedness, rebellion, and
injustice. The prophet even portrays God with search lamps as He exposes the corruption of the city and marks it for His certain judgment.
This book belongs to a dark period in Judah’s history. About 100 years
before Zephaniah’s time, Judah’s sister nation, the northern kingdom of
Israel, had fallen to a foreign power because of its sin and idolatry.
Zephaniah sensed that the same thing was about to happen to the southern kingdom of Judah—and for precisely the same reason.
Read Zephaniah 1,14-18
How does the prophet describe the Day of the Lord?

Jeremiah - the weeping prophet
God called an ordinary person like Jeremiah to an extraordinary task. He
appears about 100 years after Isaiah. Jeremiah is best known for his role
as a prophet. He was the prophet to Judah before its fall in 586 BC He
warned Israel’s southern kingdom of Judah of its impending doom. He
loved God’s people and hated to see them refuse God’s mercy. However,
the people of Judah shunned Jeremiah and mistreated God’s messenger.
They did not like him getting on their case. They continued to ignore his
warnings until Babylon finally destroyed them and took them captive.
We remember Jeremiah as the “weeping prophet”—someone who hurt
whenever God’s people broke God’s commands. Instead of resenting
Judah for the way they treated him, he mourned Judah’s fate. Jeremiah
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wrote the Old Testament books of Jeremiah and Lamentations.

Jeremiah’s background
Jeremiah was born in the village of Anathoth, about three
miles northeast of Jerusalem.
His father was a priest, and
he belonged to the tribe of
Benjamin. He was born about
650 BC during the reign of
the wicked king Manasseh,
while the great Ashurbanipal,
who had shaken the world by
destroying the ancient Egyptian city of Thebes in 663
BC, ruled a world empire from Assyria.
He was called by God, while King Josiah reigned (640-609 BC), and
when he was in his early twenties. He refers to himself as “very young”
when called, but the Hebrew word cannot be limited to preadolescence.
He was probably referring to his inexperience rather than to his age. God
informed Jeremiah that he had consecrated and appointed him before
birth. Jeremiah first shrank with a sense of inadequacy and fear: “O Sovereign LORD,...I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!”.
God would not allow Jeremiah to excuse himself. He was assured that
words would be given him to speak, and guidance given for the way. He
was promised protection and deliverance despite opposition. God
touched his mouth, signifying divine inspiration of his words, and gave
the sign of a branch from an almond tree, explaining that the Lord is
watching. Another sign was the boiling pot facing from the north, picturing the source and fury of impending disaster.
The tone of Jeremiah’s life ministry was set: judgment, disaster, danger,
defeat, and impending death for the nation. What a job! We may not win
popularity contests with others for enlightening them to God’s truth.
However, we must remain faithful nonetheless. Although God’s overall
message to the world is one of love and salvation, not condemnation, he
takes sin seriously—especially among his own people. As we communicate God’s truth, we must be careful not to gloss over sin. Sometimes we
must play Jeremiah’s role-despite an unwelcome reception.
Jeremiah was not the only prophet of his days. Among his contemporaries were Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Daniel and Ezekiel in Babylonian. But
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Jeremiah stands out as a lonely figure: isolated by a message from God
which made him increasingly unpopular. He was imprisoned and often in
danger of his life.
Read Jer. 21:1, 1 Chr. 6:36, Zech. 6:10
Who were the other 3 Zephanias of Old Testament?

Jeremiah
Jeremiah / Baruch
Author / place
Main Character Jeremiah + Kings
Judah / Babylon
Geography

Date written 627-580 B.C.
50 years 627-580 BC
Time span
God’s Judgement
Themes
Background: Jeremiah’s life covers the Outline:
40 years before the destruction of JeruThe call of Jeremiah
salem at the hands of Babylon. Other
Prophecies against Judah
Prophets of the same time include
The future restoration of IsZephaniah, Habakkuk, Daniel and Ezerael.
kiel.
The fall of Jerusalem and her
Jeremiah, known as “the weeping
foreign nations
prophet,” begins his ministry from JeruThe capture and destruction
salem when he is about 20 years old.
of Jerusalem.
Apostasy, idolatry and perverted worship are the rule of the day in Judah.

Jeremiah
Focus
Calling
Prophecies to Judah
Gentiles
Zion
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - 2:1- - - - - - - 26:1 - - - - - 30:1 - - - - 34:1 - - - 46:1 - - - - 52:1 - Division
Commission Judgm.
Conflicts Future
Judgm. Concl.
Topic
Before the Fall
The fall
After the Fall
Location
Judah
Babylon
Time
627-580 BC

Themes and message Jeremiah takes up the task of proclaiming God’s
judgment upon an unrepentant nation. Persecution becomes his lot when
false prophets of the land, such as Hananiah, tell the people what they
want to hear rather that the truth from God. After Judah’s exile to Babylon, he remains with the remnant in Jerusalem. Later he is taken as hostage to Egypt, where he continues his prophetic ministry.
God is patient and loving. God’s love for us may require divine discipline for our own good. God may have to rebuke sin in our lives, but he
will never abandon or forsake us. The nations which rejected God paid
the price for their disobedience.
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Jeremiah was a priest – but became the weeping prophet.

Jeremiahs ministry
During the reign of King Josiah, (most of chapters 1-19 date to the time
of Josiah) Jeremiah spoke without the fear of persecution that plagued
his later ministry. The Israelites did what was evil in the eyes of the
Lord. Like the other nations they worshiped other gods. God searches in
vain for a vestige of truth and justice among his people.
Read 2 Kings 22:8–14
What is this important discovery? Was it in Jeremiahs life time?

The people had a superstitious faith in the temple. They thought Jerusalem could never fall because of the temple. People refused to repent; the
priests and false prophets spoke against Jeremiah, calling him a traitor.
The scribes, the wise men who applied God’s Law to the practical matters of life, were all motivated by self-interest. The whole society was
rotten, because they had forsaken God’s Law and gone their own ways.
Jeremiah’s message aroused such intense anger that the men from his
hometown Anathoth wanted to kill him.
Jeremiah was forbidden by God to marry. By remaining single in a society where this was almost unheard of, Jeremiah becomes a living symbol
of God’s message. There will soon be a terrible famine and slaughter in
Jerusalem. There is no time, and no place, to raise a family.
Jeremiah performs specific actions to illustrate Gods power. He shows
how the potter is able to remould the clay, and he shatters a jug before
their eyes, and tells the people that God has the right to do the same with
this spoilt nation. Because Jeremiah brings the message that they must
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repent, he is put into the stocks, and there he pours out his heart to God.
Jeremiah is not a thick-skinned man; - his mood fluctuates between confident faith and utter misery.

He has repeated the message for 23 years and still the people remain
unmoved – Jeremiah is among the first captives who are taken to Babylon (Daniel was taken earlier). His straight talk almost cost him his life –
the priests and prophets wanted him
dead.
Jeremiah is not allowed to go to the temple, but he is still able to write down
God’s word and have it read before the
whole people, the rulers and the king.
The king Jehoiakim burns the scroll. But
the word of God cannot be destroyed, so
Jeremiah and his scribe Baruk start all
over again. He is flung into prison by the
rulers, but a good friend and the king
Zedekiah intervene and he is saved.
Jerusalem falls into the hands of Babylonia. Gedaliah is made governor, but is
killed shortly after. The people, fearing
reprisals, got ready to escape to Egypt,
and Jeremiah and Baruk were forced to
go to Egypt.
Tradition says Jeremiah was stoned to death in Egypt.
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Obadiah - judgment against the Edomites
This shortest book of the Old Testament is condemning the Edomites.
There had always existed bitter feelings between these two nations. It
began centuries earlier when the twin brothers, Jacob and Esau, went
their separate ways (Genesis 27; 36). Esau’s descendants settled south of
the Dead Sea and became known as the Edomites. Jacob’s descendants
settled farther north, known as the nation of Israel. The Bible reports
many clashes between these two factions.
The Edomites refused to let the Israelites cross their land as they traveled
toward the land of Canaan (Num. 20:14–21). Edom participated in the
looting of Jerusalem after the city fell to the Babylonians. This led the
prophet Obadiah to declare, “For your violence against your brother Jacob,
shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut off forever” (v. 10).

Ezekiel – God’s glory and judgment
Ezekiel
Author / place
Main Character (Ezekiel)
Babylon
Geography
Background: Ezekiel grew up in Jerusalem. He served as a priest in the
temple. He was among the second
group of captives taken to Babylon
along with King Jehoiachin. While in
Babylon he becomes a prophet.
Daniel is also a prophet in Babylon.
Ezekiel

Date written 593-565 BC
22 years 592-570 BC
Time span
Restoration
Themes
Outline:
Call for commission of Ezekiel
Judgment on sinful Judah
Judgment on the Gentiles
Promised restoration of Israel
The new temple.

Focus
Commission
Judah
Gentiles
Restoration of Israel
Reference 1:1 - - - 2:1 - - - - - - - - 4:1 - - - - - - - - 25:1 - - - - - - 33:1 - - - - - - 40:1 - - - Division
Glory Commission
Visions
Judgment
Restoration
Topic
Before the siege (592-587 BC)
Siege
After the siege (585-570)
Judah’s Fall
Judah’s future
Location
Babylon
Time
592-570 BC

Themes and message
Ezekiel’s ministry begins in Babylon with condemnation and judgment
of the nation of Judah. After the destruction of Jerusalem takes place,
Ezekiel’s perspective changes. Ezekiel wants to help the people learn
from their failures, and announces coming judgment upon the nations
that surround Judah and re-establishes hope for the restoration of Israel.
Ezekiel receives a variety of ‘visions’ concerning the immediate and
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long–term plans of God. These help to establish Ezekiel as God’s
‘watchman’ to warn and encourage the people.
God always has and always will hate sin. The ways of God contrast with
the ways of the world. We are each responsible for our own sins. We are
together accountable for the sins of our nation.

Ezekiel’s Bagground
“Ezekiel” means “God strengthens.” It is an appropriate name for the
man who was to minister as the prophet to the exiles in Babylon. He was
a priest from a priestly family. Buzi, his father, was of the Zadokite
priesthood. Ezekiel was preparing for service in the temple at Jerusalem.
Temple priests were consecrated at the age of thirty, but Ezekiel was
taken captive along with Jehoiachin at the age of twenty-five in 597 BC.
He was a member of a community of Jewish exiles who settled on the
banks of the Chebar, a “river” or stream of Babylonia. His prophetic
ministry began five years later in 593 BC. and continued for at least
twenty-two years. Ezekiel was married and maintained a household,
though no children are mentioned. In the midst of his ministry, his wife
died. He was highly respected by his companions in exile, and their elders consulted him on all occasions. He is said to have been murdered in
Babylon and to have been buried on the banks of the Euphrates. The
tomb, said to have been built by Jehoiachin, is shown, a few days journey from Bagdad.
Jehoiachin. Exiled from
Jerusalem at 18, having
ruled 3 months. Probably kept under house arrest until 37 years later
given a place of honour
in the royal court. Seen
as important figure by
the Jewish exiles.
Probably died during the
exile (2 Kings 24:1–15;
2 Kings 25:27–30).

Ezekiel was distinguished by his stern and inflexible energy of will and
character and his devoted adherence to the rites and ceremonies of his
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national religion. The depth of his matter and the marvelous nature of his
visions make him occasionally obscure.
Read Ezekiel 4,1-8
Summarize the prophetic act and its meaning.

Telling style and Dating
The Book of Ezekiel is autobiographical throughout, and its arrangement
is a continuous, logical one. The uniformity of style and language, including the many characteristic phrases used throughout the book, e.g.,
“as I live, says the Lord”. The Book of Ezekiel is one of many of the biblical books which comprise the genre of “apocalyptic” writings. Other
notable books of this genre are Daniel and Revelation. The characteristics of this genre include symbolism, visions, allegories, parables, and
symbolic actions. The apocalyptic style in the Bible may be more a matter of telling what happened than the conscious employment of a literary
device.
This book is the easiest of the Old Testament books to date, because of
Ezekiel’s unique orderly sequence of dates. Each section of prophetic
oracles begins with the year and day of the month. All but 26:1 and
32:17 also include the month. Ezekiel’s ministry began in July, 593 BC,
and continued at least until the last recorded oracle (29:17ff.), which is
dated April, 571 BC. He was a contemporary of both Jeremiah and
Daniel.
Three of his prophecies seem to be extensions of Jeremiah’s message:
(1) the vision of the caldron (11:1–12; 24:3–14; cf. Jer. 1:13–15),
(2) the example of the sour grapes (18:2–32; cf. Jer. 31:29, 30),
(3) the parable of the two sisters (23:1–49; cf. Jer. 3:6–11).

Prophecy of Ezekiel.
THEME: God’s Holiness and Glory
Ezekiel’s purpose is to declare the holy character of God and to extol His
glory. Some would put it this way: Isaiah is the prophet of the Son;
Jeremiah, the prophet of the Father; Ezekiel, the prophet of the Spirit.
His message is much like that of John in the Book of Revelation, full of
imagery and symbolism. Ezekiel also declared the position of Israel as a
nation indicating that Yahweh had become the God of Israel historically
in order to reveal Himself to the nations. He well understood the Hebrew
people’s devotion to the Land of Promise. They believed that to leave the
land was to leave the arena of God’s influence. Another prominent theme
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in Ezekiel is the responsibility of the individual before God, as a balance
to the Jewish idea of the corporate responsibility of the covenant community. This concept of corporate responsibility mistakenly led them to
conclude that their punishment was the result of the sins of their ancestors. Finally, Ezekiel presented his messianic prophecy describing the
kingdom of God in its millennial glory (40:1–48:35).
The book is divided into two great parts, of which the destruction of Jerusalem is the turning-point. Chapters 1-24 contain predictions delivered
before that event, and chs. 25-48 after it, as we see from ch. 26:2. Again,
chs. 1-32 are mainly occupied with correction, denunciation and reproof,
while the remainder deal chiefly in consolation and promise. A parenthetical section in the middle of the book, chs. 25-32, contains a group of
prophecies against seven foreign nations.

EZEKIEL:
A Study and Teaching Outline
Part One: The Commission of Ezekiel (1:1–3:27)
I. Ezekiel Sees the Glory of God1:1–
II. Ezekiel Is Commissioned to Pro28
claim the Word of God2:1–3:27
Part Two: Judgment on Judah (4:1–24:27)
I. Four Signs of Coming Judgment
F. Vision of the Twenty-five Wicked
4:1–5:17
Rulers 11:1–12
A. Sign of the Clay Tablet 4:1–3
G. Promise of the Restoration of the
Remnant 11:13–21
B. Sign of Ezekiel’s Lying on His Side H. Departure of the Glory of God to
4:4–8
the Mount of Olives 11:22–25
C. Sign of the Defiled Bread 4:9–17
IV. Signs, Parables, and Messages of
Judgment 12:1–24:27
D. Sign of the Razor and Hair 5:1–4
A. Sign of Judah’s Captivity 12:1–16
E. Explanation of the Signs 5:5–17
B. Sign of Trembling 12:17–28
II. Two Messages of Coming Judgment 6:1–7:27
A. Destruction Because of Idolatry
6:1–14
B. Description of the Babylonian Conquest 7:1–27
III. Four-part Vision of Coming Judgment 8:1–11:25
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C. Message against the False Prophets 13:1–23
D. Message against the Elders 14:1–
23
E. Parable of the Vine 15:1–8
F. Parable of Israel’s Marriage 16:1–
63

A. Vision of the Glory of God 8:1–4
B. Vision of the Abominations in the
Temple 8:5–18
C. Vision of the Slaying in Jerusalem
9:1–11
D. Departure of the Glory of God to
the Threshold 10:1–8
E. Vision of the Wheels and Cherubim
10:9–22
Part Three: Judgment on the Nations
(25:1–32:32)
I. Judgment on Ammon 25:1–7
II. Judgment on Moab 25:8–11
III. Judgment on Edom 25:12–14
IV. Judgment on Philistia 25:15–17
V. Judgment on Tyre 26:1–28:19
VI. Judgment on Sidon 28:20–26
VII. Judgment on Egypt 29:1–32:32

G. Parable of the Two Eagles 17:1–
24
H. Message of Personal Judgment
for Personal Sin 18:1–32
I. Lament for the Princes of Israel
19:1–9
J. Parable of the Withered Vine
19:10–14
K. Messages of Judgment on Jerusalem 20:1–24:27
Part Four: Restoration of Israel
(33:1–48:35)
I. The Return of Israel to the Land
33:1–39:29
A. The Appointment of Ezekiel as
Watchman 33:1–33
B. The Message to the Shepherds
34:1–31
C. The Judgment of Edom 35:1–15
D. Prophecies Concerning Israel
36:1–37:28
E. Prophecies Concerning Gog and
Magog 38:1–39:29
II. The Restoration of Israel in the
Kingdom 40:1–48:35
A. The New Temple 40:1–43:27
B. The New Worship 44:1–46:24,
C. The New Land 47:1–48:35

Ezekiel’s vision of God
As he gazed out over the plain, he saw what looked like an approaching
storm: thunder, lightning, black clouds. Then he made out the figures of
four creatures, standing wing-tip to wing-tip, forming a hollow square.
At the centre, fire glowed: and above, under the blue vault of heavens,
was the Lord of glory in human form, seated on a throne, encircled by a
dazzling rainbow. The Almighty, the God of Israel was present in all his
power in the land of Babylon.

The vision of Jerusalem – its guilt and its punishment.
September 592. Ezekiel is transported in vision to Jerusalem, and set
down beside the temple. What he sees may be actual practices, or the de31

scription may be symbolic. But he sees that people there has set up an
image of the Canaanite goddess Asherah / Astarte. The nation’s leaders
are secretly practising animal worship. Ezekiel sees God’s punishment
and cries out for his people, but only those who repent will be spared.

The dead bones in the valley
After ten years in exile and with Jerusalem destroyed, the people have
given up hope. He gets the vision of the dry bones in the valley, where
God tells him to prophesy over the bones. He hears a noise and the bones
come together as skeletons, tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin
covered them, but there was no breath in them. God asks Ezekiel to call
on the wind, and the bodies come alive, and became a mighty army. This
was an illustration of the nation of Israel. God tells Ezekiel to give the
people this message from Him.

Measuring the temple
The twenty-fifth year of exile,
Ezekiel gets a vision where he is
taken to a high mountain in Israel.
He saw a structure like a city,
“and I saw a man whose appearance was like bronze; he was
standing in the gateway with a
linen cord and a measuring rod in
his hand.
The man said to me, "Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with your
ears and pay attention to everything I am going to show you, for that is
why you have been brought here. Tell the house of Israel everything you
see”
When he followed the man with the measure rod in his hand, he was
measuring a temple much like the same layout as Solomon’s. But this
was a new temple, a symbol of God’s dwilling place..
Read Ezekiel 40,47-49.
On a paper draw a model of the court yard and the entrance.
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Daniel
Daniel
Author / place
Daniel, NebuMain Characchadnezzar, Darius
ters
Babylon
Geography
Background: As part of the first
group deported to Babylon, Daniel is
educated and prepared for service in
the Gentile government. He grows up
in the courts of Nebuchadnezzar,
where he continues to encourage both
Jew and Gentile to trust God.

Date written 605-530 BC
70 years
Time span
Future and End
Themes
Outline:
Daniel’s training in Babylon
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign
The writing on the wall
Daniel tested in the lion’s den.
Daniel’s visions and prayer.
Daniel’s revelation of Israel’s
future

Daniel
Focus
Historical Section
Prophetic Section
Reference 1:1 - - - - - - 2:1 - - - - - - - - 5:1 - - - - - - - 7:1 - - - - - - - - 9:1 - - - - - 12:1 - - Division
Daniel & Vision Nebu- Belshazzar
Daniel’s
Daniel’s The end
Friends
chadnezzar
& Darius
visions
prayer
Topic
Separation
His dream
Writing
Four beasts
Prayer
End time
Triumph His arrogance
Darius
Ancient one Nations and resurrection
Blessing
Humiliation Lions' Den Ram+Goat
Location
Babylon
Time
605-536 BC

Themes and message
Contents: Daniel and his 3 friends are ordered to compromise their faith
by eating the king’s food instead of what God has ordained. They are
blessed for not compromising. Daniel interpreted Nebuchanezzar’s
dream and the handwriting on the wall for Belshazzar. Daniel is thrown
into the lions' den for the offence of praying to his God. He is unharmed
because God protects him.
The theme: God works through the lives of people to accomplish his
desires. Earthly kingdoms may rise and fall, but God and his word will
last forever. The book of Daniel has several memorable stories illustrating the ‘courage’ and commitment of men who place their faith in God.
The ‘preservation’ of God’s people is assured for all who rely on him.
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Daniel was a Jewish leader and prophet who lived in the court of the
king of Babylon. The Old Testament book of Daniel tells his story. We
know nothing about his parents or family, but he probably came from a
long line of noble Jewish families (Daniel 1:3). According to one guess,
Daniel was about 16 when he and his three friends-Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah-were taken from Jerusalem to Babylon by King
Nebuchadnezzar.
Daniel, renamed Belteshazzar (meaning “may Bel [god] protect his
life”), was to serve the king as a member of
his court. He earned a reputation for intelligence and for total faithfulness to his God.
After three years of instruction, he began a
career in court that lasted nearly seventy years
(Daniel 1:21). Early on, Daniel was asked to
interpret one of Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, in
which a great image collapsed and disintegrated when struck by a stone. God revealed
the meaning of this dream to Daniel, who explained it to the king. Nebuchadnezzar gratefully offered him a job as the governor of
Babylonia, but Daniel asked that his three
friends be given the job instead.
Near the end of Nebuchadnezzar’s life,
Daniel was able to interpret another dream
(Daniel 4). That dream suggested that the
king would soon lose his sanity. Daniel urged
the king to repent of his sins (4:27), but he
did not and lost his mind for a period of time.
After the death of Nebuchadnezzar in 562
BC, Daniel dropped from public view and
was given a lower position in the royal court. Although he received visions from God (Daniel 7-8) during the reign of the Babylonian king
Belshazzar (555 and 553 BC), it was not until 539 BC that Daniel made
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another public appearance. During a banquet hosted by Belshazzar, the
king profaned some sacred vessels stolen from the Jerusalem temple. A
hand suddenly appeared in midair, and wrote on the palace wall these
words: “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin.” The king and his court sent for
Daniel to interpret the message. According to Daniel, the message meant
that the end of Babylon’s kingdom was near. That same night Belshazzar
was killed by the Persians, who attacked and successfully overtook the
capital city (5:30).
Under King Darius the Mede, Daniel became one of three “presidents”
(administrators) of the realm (Daniel 6:2). Daniel’s power angered his
political enemies, and they persuaded Darius to pass a law forbidding the
country from praying to any god or man but the king. Daniel, because of
his faithfulness, broke this law, and was thrown into a den of lions as
punishment. Miraculously, he was unharmed. King Darius quickly returned Daniel to his job (6:17-28).
The last part of the book of Daniel describes
several visions he had of future events. The visions dealt with four beasts (Daniel 7), future
kingdoms (8), the coming of the Messiah (9),
and Syria and Egypt (11; 12). The prophet Ezekiel mentioned Daniel’s great wisdom (Ezekiel
28:3) and compared him to Noah and Job for
his righteousness (14:14, 20).
Read Daniel 7,13-14
Revelation

Discuss the similarities to the book of

Haggai – Give careful thought to your ways ..
As God’s spokesman, he encouraged the captives who had returned to
Jerusalem to complete the reconstruction of the Temple. This work had
started shortly after the first exiles returned from Babylon in 538 b.c. But
the building activity was soon abandoned because of discouragement and
oppression.
Haggai and his fellow prophet, Zechariah, urged the people to put rebuilding the Temple at the top of their list of priorities. This shows that
authentic worship is a very important matter. The rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem was important as a place of worship and sacrifice.
He called on the people to rebuild the Temple, to remain faithful to
God’s promises, to be holy and enjoy God’s great provisions, and to
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keep their hope set on the coming of the Messiah and the establishment
of His kingdom.
Those whom he encouraged, he probably spent many years with in captivity in Babylon before returning to his native land. He delivered these
messages of encouragement “in the second year of King Darius” a Persian ruler. This dates his book precisely in 520 b.c.
The Temple was completed five years later, about 515 b.c. (Ezra 5:1).

Zechariah – rejoice greatly, your king comes to you!
Many scholars describe Zechariah as “the most Messianic of all the Old
Testament books” because it contains eight specific references to the
Messiah in its brief 14 chapters.
The 14 chapters of Zechariah fall naturally into two major sections:
chapters 1–8, the prophet’s encouragement to the people to finish the
work of rebuilding the Temple, and chapters 9–14, Zechariah’s picture of
Israel’s glorious future and the coming of the Messiah.
Chapter 9 has a remarkable description of the manner in which the ruling
Messiah will enter the city of Jerusalem:
“Behold, your King is coming to you;
He is just and having salvation, lowly
and riding on a donkey, a colt, the
foal of a donkey” (9:9).

These were the words used by Matthew and John to describe Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem more
than 500 years after Zechariah made this startling prediction (Matt. 21:5;
John 12:15).
As for the prophet himself, very little is known about him beyond the
few facts he reveals in his book. He was a descendant, perhaps the
grandson, of Iddo the priest —one of the family leaders who returned
from the captivity in Babylon This means that Zechariah probably was a
priest as well as a prophet—an unusual circumstance because most of the
prophets of Israel spoke out against the priestly class. Since he was a
young man when he began to prophesy in 520 b.c., Zechariah was
probably born in Babylonia while the Jewish people were in captivity.
He probably returned with his family with the first wave of captives who
reached Jerusalem under Zerubbabel about 538 b.c.
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Malachi - Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,
Malachi brings a message of judgment upon the people because they
have not learned from their past sins. Mankind has made very little progress spiritually through the years.
One of the problems of postexilic Judah was the failure of the people to
bring their tithes to the Lord. Encouraged by Nehemiah, the nation promised to tithe faithfully (cf. Nehemiah 10:37-39), but apparently their good
intentions were short-lived (cf. 13:10-11). According to Malachi 3:8-9,
the tithes of the nation were so dismal that the people were, in effect,
robbing God and were therefore under a curse. In verses 10-12 Malachi
challenges the nation to bring their tithes; then God would pour out his
blessing upon them. Just as the opening of the “windows in heaven”
meant the end of a famine in 2 Kings 7:2, 19, so God promises that their
crops will be so abundant that they will run out of storage space. The
hope of “blessing” in Malachi 3:10 and 12 provides welcome relief from
the curses mentioned in 1:14, 2:2, 3:9, and 4:6.
Malachi finishes the book by pointing to the Messiah who is to come
(Jesus Christ) and to John the Baptist who prepares the way for Jesus
Christ 400 years after Malachi’s message.
Read Malachi 3,1
Who is the prophet referring to? How many years passed before this
event took place?

Conclusion
The prophetic books are important messages from God to individuals, to
kings, nations and especially to his people Israel.
It is striking how intensively God is warning especially the kings of the
northern Kingdom (Israel) about the consequences of sin and rebellion.
But the prophetic books also contain many visions that were not fulfilled
at OT times. Many are pointing to Christ (Messiah) – and many even to
the end time. – So many are still to be fulfilled.
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Appendices
Israel (Before the split)

BC
1050

1000

950

Saul

Samuel

David

Nathan

850

800

750

700

650

600

Asa

(south) .

Elijah

Jehoshaphat
Jehoram
Athaliahat
Joash
Amaziah
Uzziah
Jotam
Ahaz
Hezekiah
Manasseh
Amon
Josiah
Jehoiakim
Zedekiah

Elisha
Joel
Jonah
Amos
Hosea
Micah
Isaiah
Zephaniah
Habakkuk
Jeremiah

350
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Jeroboam 1.
Nadab
Baasha Israel
Elah
(north)
Omri
Ahab
Joram
Jehu
Jehoahaz
Jehoash
Jeroboam 2.
Menahem
Pekah
Hoshea

Haggai
Zechariah

Malachi

Nineveh

Exile Assyria
Shalmaneser
Senacherib

Nahum
Obadiah
Exile Babylon
Daniel
Ezekiel

450

400

Prophet.

Shemaiah Ahijah
Juda .

550

500

Good King.

Solomon
Rehoboam
Abijah

900

Bad King.

Propehts

Israel (Re-united)
At this time
not ruled by
national kings
but religious
leaders and
foreign powers.
Subsequently power
was taken by the

Maccabean Dynasty

Nebuchadnezzar
Nebu
Cyros

Persia

Many Jews
never
returned.

Study suggestions
(Suitable for small groups or for individual studies at extended level)
What are the major features and elements of Prophetic Literature? Give
examples.
Compare the message of the prophet Jeremiah with that of Ezra. Why are
the differences so marked?
What are the central messages of Amos and Hosea?
Discuss the symbolic language and activities of Prophetic literature with
particular reference to the writings of Hosea and Ezekiel.
What is the significance of the "New Covenant" of Jeremiah 31:31 and
of the suffering servant narratives in Isaiah?
Describe the structure, divisions, and content of the Prophetic Book of
Isaiah

Additional questions:
1. Which prophet saw the Lord "high and lofty" and "seated on the
throne?"
2. Write the chapter from the book of Isaiah which corresponds to each
of the following descriptions:
a. Isaiah hears "holy, holy, holy" _____
b. The Immanuel prophecy _____
c. Wonderful, Counsellor, etc. _____
d. The root of Jesse prophecy _____
e. Hezekiah's life is extended 15 years _____
f. God's people comforted as sheep _____
g. The Suffering Servant _____
3. Read Isaiah 66:2. What is being expressed here?
4. Read Jeremiah 1:5. What is being expressed here?
5. Read Jer. 9:23-24. What is being expressed here?
6. Where was Jeremiah when he prophesied?
7. Name three symbols, or object lessons, used by God for Jeremiah's
understanding a certain judgment or blessing.
8. Was Jeremiah popular? Why or why not?
9. What chapter is the prophecy of the Branch of Righteousness found
in Jeremiah?
10. Read Jeremiah 31:15. What is the NT event spoken of in this verse?
11. In Jeremiah chapter _____, the New Covenant is spoken of.
12. Where is the Law written in the New Covenant?
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13. Where do we find this verse? "Through the LORD's mercies we are
not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new
every morning; Great is your faithfulness."
14. What is going on in Ezekiel chapter 1?
15. Where was Ezekiel when he prophesied?
16. Read Ezekiel 34:1-16. What is being expressed here?
17. What is the message behind the valley of dry bones?
18. The last 8 chapters of Ezekiel deal with what?
19. What king captured the Israelites during the time of Daniel?
20. What gift did God give Daniel?
21. What five kingdoms did Daniel prophesy about?
22. Which is the greatest kingdom of the 5?
23. Who was Nebuchadnezzer's son and why is he important?
24. Who were the friends of Daniel?
25. Who is seen in Daniel's vision of chapter 7?
26. What was the messenger's name God sent to Daniel after 22 days of
prayer?
27. What prophet was instructed to marry a harlot?
28. Read Hosea 6:6. What is being expressed here?
29. What "army" does Joel prophesy about?
30. What well known prophecy is contained in Joel 2?
31. What was Amos' occupation?
32. Read Amos 3:2. What is being expressed here?
33. What, to who and why did Obadiah prophecy?
34. How long was Jonah in the belly of the great fish?
35. Many people think Jonah was just a fairy tale. Read 2 Kings 14:25.
Why does this help us?
36. Who did Jonah prophesy against?
37. How does the book of Jonah end? Why?
38. Who was a contemporary prophet of Micah? a) Isaiah b) Jeremiah c)
Ezekiel
39. What is contained in Micah 5?
40. Who did Nahum prophecy against?
41. In what OT book is the quote, "The just shall live by faith?"
42. Zephaniah prophesied about many countries. Which country was he
most concerned about?
43. Who had a vision of the High Priest being ridiculed by Satan?
44. In what OT book is this quote: "Not by might, nor by power, but by
My Spirit says the Lord?"
45. Where are people robbing God in the book of Malachi?
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