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Course Outcomes – Conquest & Failure
In South Africa training is related to the concept of Outcome Based Education. (In common language: What you have gained from the course)
Bible Knowledge and background info fit nicely into this concept.
The following are the course outcomes for this book. Read them carefully and rate y yourself at the beginning of the course, using a pencil,
and at the end of the course, using a pen. Use these values:
- I have too little knowledge to answer this question: 0
- I have a basic understanding and can answer satisfactory: 1
1. I can explain who the Hebrew people were and where they
came from.
2. I can describe the preparations they had to go through
before they could re-enter the Promised Land.
3. I can give an outline of the conquest of Jericho and the
cause of the disaster at Ai.
4. I can summarise the highlights of Joshua’s campaigns.
5. I know at least 2 stories about the Judges of Israel.
6. I can describe the problems of King Saul.
7. I know the name of King David’s father and 2 of his sons
8. I can summarise the story of Elijah and Elisha
9. I can explain why the Jews went into exile and how many
tribes were taken to Babylon.
10. I can summarise the book of Esther and link it to the Jews’
return to Israel.
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Introduction:
The Historical Books
History meant a lot to the Jewish people.
To them it was more than just records of
the past. It was the documentation for who
they were, and being a people descending
from one man (Abraham) it was also a
family-matter.
To be able to prove that one was a genuine descendant of Abraham was
just as important as modern ID-books. Therefore genealogies occur frequently in Jewish literature.
The Books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Jeremiah
and Esther are referred to as historical books. – It is good to keep in mind
that the Jews had many historical books beside these, and that the historical books often are based on a spiritual and even prophetic viewpoint.
– Great prophets like Samuel, Elijah and Elisha play a major role in these
records, so it is quite different from reading a secular history book.
There is a significant overlap between Samuel + Kings versus Chronicles. – The books take us through a period of 1000 years starting with the
conquest, continuing through the establishing of a stable government, the
Kingdom of David, the centuries of the divided kingdom, the exile and
the return to and rebuilding of the promised land.
The situation at the beginning of this period is, that the Jews have just
crossed the Sinai Desert and have conquered the eastern banks of Jordan, and then Moses dies.
Read Joshua 1-5
about the preparations

Book of Joshua

I.

Israel Is Being Prepared for the Conquest
A. Joshua Replaces Moses
B. Joshua Prepares Israel Militarily
C. Joshua Prepares Israel Spiritually
D. The Commander of the Lord Appears
II. The Conquest of Canaan by Israel
A. Conquest of Central Canaan
B. Conquest of Southern Canaan
C. Conquest of Northern Canaan
D. Conquest of Canaan Is Summarized
E. Unconquered Parts of Canaan

1:1–5:15
1:1–18
2:1–5:1
5:2–12
5:13–15
6:1–13:7
6:1–8:35
9:1–10:43
11:1–15
11:16–12:24
13:1–7

The name Joshua means
‘The salvation of the
Lord’. He was born in
Egypt. His original name
was Hosea, but Moses named him Joshua. (Num.13,8) The first time we
hear of him he is leading the Hebrew army against the Amalekites during
one of the many battles in the desert. He was with Moses on Mount Si3

nai, he was one of the 12 spies, and on God’s instruction, Moses appointed him to become his successor.
Joshua has now grown to be a real leader. Already 40 years ago, when
the 12 spies returned from their mission, he and Caleb were the only
ones to give a report based on faith: We can take the land! – But now the
whole responsibility for the people is on his shoulders.

Preparation for entering the land
Right from the start of Joshua’s leadership God speaks to him and encourages him to be bold and courageous. Joshua sends two spies into
Jericho, as this is the first important town to conquer. Rahab, a prostitute
in the town, saves the life of the spies and is promised grace in return for
this act.

Over Jordan
The people cross Jordan on dry
ground, and Joshua sets up 12
stones in the riverbed as a testimony about the power of the Lord.
Joshua makes it very clear to the
people, that before even trying to
conquer the land, they must go
through circumcision, which was part of the covenant God made with
Abraham. That procedure had been neglected through the desert years.

Encounter with a messenger from God
Joshua was fearful before the battle of Jericho. One night, as he is talking
a walk, he meets a man with a sword. Joshua asks if he is one of the Hebrews or one of the enemies. "Neither," he replied, "but as commander of
the army of the LORD I have now come."
Joshua is commanded to take off his sandals, and then he receives instructions for how to overcome Jericho. A very unconventional strategy:
Walking around the city in silence for 6 days, and then on the seventh
day walk with loud music and complete with a shout of victory.
In the text above look at all the underlined statements. List them
in your notes and find the Bible reference for each of them.
Example: 1) God speaks to him Joshua 1,1-9

What can you see in the map below?
The red arrows indicate movements of the Israelites. The numbers indi4

cate the order in which the events took place. There is a ‘normal map’
(seen from the top) and there is a cross section (seen from the side). The
cross section gives you an impression of the shape of the landscape. It is
practically the same story as above, just told through the map.

1. After Moses’ death, Joshua sends spies to explore Canaan—and especially Jericho.
2. The spies return. The next day Joshua moves the people to camp by
the Jordan. It is springtime, the river is in flood. They wait 3 days.
3. At the city of Adam, 25 km upstream i.e. outside this map, Jordan is
blocked for several hours. (may be by a landslide) (Jos. 3,16)
4. As the people of Israel cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark
stand in the middle of the dry
river bed.
5. They camp at Gilgal 8 km from
the river. There all the male Israelites are circumcised, in keeping
with the covenant of circumcision
that God made with Abraham.

Jericho conquered!
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Joshua followed carefully the instructions given to him by God, and the
walls of Jericho came down as the Israelites on the seventh day lifted
their voices in a mighty victory cry. The officers of the army were instructed to kill all the enemies, except for Rahab and the people in her
house. However not all obeyed this command.

A disaster – due to sin
The victory at Jericho may have
caused the Hebrews to become reckless.
The next city they were to conquer
was Ai. Ai was a rather small town
and it was situated on top of a mountain. Based on a report from his spies
Joshua sent just a fraction of the army
to conquer this city, in the expectation that God ‘automatically’ would be
with them.
However the attack was a disaster. They were routed by the men of Ai,
who killed about thirty-six of them and chased the Israelites from the city
gate, struck them down and left the dead bodies lying on the slopes.

“Get up! Why are you lying
on your face like this?”
Joshua was devastated after the defeat
at Ai. He fell on his face before the
Lord, and was lying there all day while
he was asking the Lord why this had
happened. But the Lord called him
back into action. God showed Joshua
that the defeat was due to sin.
‘Command the people to purify themselves in preparation for tomorrow.’
God said to Joshua. ‘You will never defeat your enemies until you remove these things.’
What was the problem with Achan? What happened to him and his
family? Discuss why this punishment had to be so tough.

Obedience was the key
When the sin of Achan was dealt with and the Israelites had been consecrated, God said. ‘Now I have delivered the King of Ai into your hands’.
6

Let us tell the story based on the maps below:

1. Joshua sends out an ambush force of 30,000 at night to hide on the far
side of Ai.
2. The next morning Joshua leads the main force to camp opposite the
gate of Ai.
3. A third force of 5,000 is sent out to hide between Ai and Bethel, to
block any intervention (Joshua 8:12).
4. The king of Ai leads his men out.
5. Joshua’s main force pretends to retreat, the men of Ai pursue, as in the
previous battle.
6. The ambush force enters unprotected Ai and sets it on fire.
7. Joshua’s force turns to attack the men of Ai.
8. The ambush force joins the battle and overcomes the enemy.

Joshua’s Victories
A study of the military campaigns described in the book of Joshua shows
that Joshua had a carefully planned strategy of conquest. It is important
to note that Joshua was I. The Settlement East of the Jordan
13:8–33
willing to listen to God
A. Geographical Boundaries
13:8–13
B.
Tribal
Boundaries
13:14–33
and actively sought to
II. The Settlement West of the Jordan
14:1–19:51
hear God’s plans. They
A. The First Settlement Done at Gilgal
14:1–17:18
B. The Second Settlement Done at Shiloh
18:1–19:51
did not conquer by
III.
The
Settlement
of
the
Religious
Community
20:1–21:42
their own plans but by
A. Six Cities of Refuge
20:1–9
God’s power. They got
B. Selection of the Levitical Cities
21:1–42
C.
The
Settlement
of
Israel
Is
Completed
21:43–45
in trouble whenever
IV. The Conditions for Continued Settlement
22:1–24:33
they disobeyed God.
A. The Altar of Witness
22:1–34
Joshua first established
B. Blessings Come Through Obedience
23:1–24:28
C.
Joshua
and
Eleazar
Die
24:29–33
the Israelites in the central part of Canaan,
then conducted campaigns into the southern and northern parts of the
land to complete the takeover. While these campaigns are described
briefly in Joshua 1–11, they probably covered a period of about seven
7

years, from 1405 to 1398 b.c. By the time Joshua died (24:29), the Israelites had driven most of the Canaanites out of Palestine and divided the
land among the twelve tribes of Israel.

The trickery of the Gibeonites
A promise was very important, and could not be broken. That is the reason for Joshua and the Israelites to defend the people of Gibeon.
Summarize how did the people of Gibeon trick Joshua to make a
treaty of peace with them? (Joshua 8)

Sun stand still over Gibeon
Many miracles happened by the power
of God to bring home the victory to the
Israelites. One of the exiting stories
about hailstones falling down from the
sky and many other things can be
found in Joshua 10.
Read Joshua 10
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Explain in your notes the context of verse 12:
- On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua
said to the LORD in the presence of Israel: "O sun, stand still over
Gibeon, O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon."

Joshua’s campaigns
After this the conquest of the land
continued in 2 big campaigns:

1. In the south (Joshua 10). Joshua’s southern campaign was triggered
by the treaty he made with the city of Gibeon. Five local kings went to
war against Gibeon for its defection to the Israelites. Joshua conquered
all their cities (except Jerusalem) using speedy marches and surprise attacks.
2. In the north (Joshua 11). The collapse of the south to Joshua spurred
the powerful King Jabin of Hazor
to assemble a large army for war.
Again Joshua’s shock tactics
demolished the enemy. But these
quick victories had to be followed
up by a slower guerrilla war,
rooting out pockets of resistance
(Joshua 11:18).
These two campaigns were only
the beginning of the conquest and
settlement of Canaan. Many cities
and territories were still outside
Israelite control (Judges 1). But
Joshua’s campaigns were the
foundation for building the nation
in Canaan.
9

Fixing boundaries
After the conquest of the Promised Land under Joshua, the land formerly
occupied by the Canaanites was assigned to the descendants of the sons
of Jacob (13–21). In a restricted sense, the land stretched from the Jordan
River on the east to the Great Sea (Mediterranean) on the west. Reuben,
Gad, and Manasseh inhabited land east of the Jordan. From north to
south, it covered the territory between the Sinai peninsula and the ancient
coastal nation of Phoenicia. Land was allotted to the descendants of all
Jacob’s sons except Levi (13:33). Levi’s portion went to the two sons of
Joseph—Manasseh and Ephraim (14:3, 4). The Levites were set apart for
priestly service; their share and inheritance was God Himself (i.e. to be
His Priests and servants) (Num. 18:20). However, God provided 48 cities
throughout Palestine for use by the Levites (Josh. 21:1–42). This map
shows the approximate locations of the
tribal settlements, based on the
boundaries mentioned in the book of
Joshua.

Cities of refuge
Six cities of refuge were designated
throughout Israel in Old Testament
times to provide a haven for people
who killed other persons by accident.
Protection like this was necessary because of the “avenger of blood,” the
relative who considered it his duty to
slay the killer. Eligibility for refuge
was determined by a judge. For convenience, there were three cities on
both sides of the Jordan River.

Now give me this hill country (14,12)
Caleb was the former spy partner of Joshua. These two men were the
only ones to proclaim that Israel should invade the Promised Land immediately. Because of Caleb’s faithfulness to the Lord, Moses swore that
day saying, Surely, The land on which your feet have walked will be
your inheritance, and now, forty-five years later, the day had come.
Even though Caleb was eighty-five years old, he was yet as strong and
capable of being a soldier as on the day this promise was made. He could
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boldly claim his inheritance, saying give me this hill contry!
And Joshua blessed him, and gave Caleb Hebron as his inheritance.
It was an expression of Caleb’s heroic attitude. The importance of Hebron as an inheritance can also be explained by the fact that this was an
important place: It was the burial site of the Patriarchs: Abraham (Gen
25:7–10; cf. 23:19), Isaac (Gen 35:27–29), and Jacob (Gen 50:12–13).
Read Joshua 21
What happened to the Levites? Why were they treated differently?

Incomplete conquest
Canaan became the land of Israel
just as God had promised. When
Joshua was old, he called all the
people together. He said to them,
"Be strong; be careful to obey all
that is written in the Book of the
Law of God. If you serve other
gods, you will perish from the good
land God has given you. Decide today whom you will serve." The people
all promised to serve the Lord. God kept all His promises to Joshua and
to Israel. He gave them a land of their own and He defeated their enemies.
Even if God’s instructions were very clear, and even if Joshua did much
to be true to them, the conquest of the land remained incomplete.
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The century of the Judges
After the death of Joshua a very scary verse occurs in the Bible:
Judges 2,10: After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor
what he had done for Israel.

From now on the steady progress was followed by a very unstable period. Some call it the seven falls of Israel.
The book of Judges stands in harsh contrast to Joshua. In Joshua an obedient people conquered the land through trust in the power of God. In
Judges, however, a disobedient and idolatrous people are repeatedly oppressed by their enemies.
The author of Judges is anonymous, but Samuel or one of his prophetic
students may have written it.
The approximate date of composition may be fixed by a number of
statements in the book itself. The passages 18:31 and 20:27 show that
Judges was written after the ark of the covenant was removed from Shiloh (cf. 1 Sam. 4:3–11). The repeated phrase “In those days there was no
king in Israel” (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25) indicates that Judges was written
after the commencement of the monarchy.
The events covered in Judges range from c. 1380 B.C. to 1045 B.C.

Overview of 7 judges
Israel’s incomplete conquest and the
worship of foreign gods caused
great problems in the time of the
judges. The Israelites came under
the rule of one country after another. However, several of the
judges defeated the enemy armies
and liberated Israel.
1. Othniel defeats King Cushan
Rishathaim of Mesopotamia, who
had ruled Israel for 8 years (Judges
3:7–11).
2. Ehud defeats King Eglon of
Moab who had ruled for 18 years
12

(Judges 3:12–30).
3. Shamgar defeats the Philistines (Judges 3:31).
4. Deborah and Barak defeat Jabin of Hazor, who had ruled Israel ‘with
cruelty and violence for 20 years’ (Judges 4–5).
5. Gideon drives out the Midianites and Amalekites who had oppressed
Israel for 7 years (Judges 6–8).
6. Jephthah defeats the Ammonites, who had ruled for 18 years (Judges
10:6–12:7).
7. Samson did great exploits against the Philistines, who ruled Israel for
40 years (Judges 13,1) (Judges ??)

Outline of the book of Judges
Part One: The Deterioration of Israel and Failure to Complete the Conquest of Canaan (1:1–3:4)
I. The Failure of Israel to Complete the Conquest 1:1–36
II.
The Judgment of God for Not Completing the Conquest 2:1–3:4
Part Two: The Deliverance of Israel in Seven Cycles (3:5–16:31)
I.
The Southern Campaign 3:5–31
II.
The Northern Campaign: Deborah and Barak 4:1–5:31
III
The Central Campaign 6:1–10:5
IV
The Eastern Campaign: Jepthah 10:6–12:7
V.
The Second Northern Campaign 12:8–15
VI. The Western Campaign: Samson 13:1–16:31
Part Three: The Israel Sinning like the Canaanites (17:1–21:25)
I.
The Failure of Israel through Idolatry 17:1–18:31
II.
The Failure of Israel through Immorality 19:1–30
III. The Failure of Israel through the Tribal War 20:1–21:25

Some of the judges really did significant things. In the following we will
give a few examples:

Deborah’s victory

Deborah under the tree, - Fighting the Canaanites - Jael kills Sisera
The only woman-leader of the time was Deborah. She was a prophetess
and judge. She held court under a tree near Bethel. People would come
13

with their disputes to her. She would give advice and instructions even to
kings and army leaders.
Barak (the general of Israel’s army) was scared to go to war without
Deborah, so she led the army and defeated Sisera (with his 900 iron
chariots) at the Battle of Kishon (4:13-16).
1. Deborah and Barak gather an army from some of the tribes to Mt
Tabor, dominating the area.
2. Sisera, commander of Jabin’s army, brings his troops and 900 iron
chariots to the foot of Tabor.
3. Deborah gives the signal to attack (possibly after a heavy rainstorm). Barak’s forces sweep down the steep slopes of Mt Tabor. Sisera’s troops panic and head towards the marshy River Kishon.
4. The rainstorm floods the river. Sisera’s chariots are useless or are
swept away (Judges 5:21). His army is routed.
5. Local Canaanite kings try to aid Sisera’s men by Taanach, but
they, too, are defeated (Judges 5:19).
6. Barak pursues the retreating army as far as Harosheth. It is completely defeated.
7. Sisera himself abandons his now-useless chariot. He flees for his
life, but is killed while sleeping in a tent.
Sisera was killed by another woman, Jael, the wife
of Heber. She hammered a
tent peg through his head.
(4:21).
The Song of Deborah (ch.
5) recounts the victory of
Deborah and Barak over
Sisera. Barak is listed
among the “Heroes of the Faith” in Heb. 11:32, even if it might seem
fairer to mention Deborah.

Gideon
In Judges 6-8 we find the story about Gideon, who was a man from the
tribe of Manasseh.
In his campaign against Midian, Gideon’s small force of three hundred
men surprised the Midianites encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. Following the initial night attack, the confused Midianites fled and Gideon and
his men pursued their kings, Zebah and Zalmunna, across the Jordan
14

River to Karkor where they were captured (8:10–21).

Based on Judges 6-8 write an explanation for each of the pictures above. (10-20 lines of text for each picture)

1. A Midianite army camps in the
Valley of Jezreel.
2. Gideon calls the northern tribes
of Israel to his hometown, Ophrah.
3. The Israelite force moves to the
Spring of Harod. Gideon narrows
his troops down to 300 men.
4. At night, Gideon and his servant
spy out the Midianite camp.
Gideon then divides his army into
three groups. Each man holds a
trumpet and a torch hidden in a
jar. They surprise the Midianites
by blowing their trumpets and
smashing the jars at the edges of
the camp.
5. Confused, the Midianites flee
towards the Jordan Valley. Extra
troops pursue and defeat them
completely.

Gideon’s example serves like an
example. He was called by the
angel of the Lord to deliver Israel
from the oppression of the Midianites. This first task was to stamp
out idolatrous practices in his own
home village. His miraculous victory over the Midianite army was
a vivid illustration to Israel of
God’s power to save His people.
Nevertheless, even after his great victory, Gideon himself became a
cause of idolatry to his own family and to Israel by making a sacred
ephod (8:22–28).

Samson
Samson’s birth was announced by the Angel of the Lord; he was consecrated a Nazirite from birth (ch. 13).
15

Based on Judges 13 write an explanation for each of the pictures
above. (10-20 lines of text for each picture)

Samson killed a lion barehanded (14:5, 6). He also killed 30 Philistines
at Ashkelon (14:19). Samson caught 300 foxes, tied them in pairs with a
torch between their tails, and turned them into the grain fields of the
Philistines (15:1-8). He killed a thousand Philistines with the jawbone of
an ass (15:14–19) and carried off the gate of Gaza (16:1–3).
Samson was tricked by Delilah, blinded, and imprisoned at Gaza (16:4–
22). His final act was to pull down the Temple of Dagon, killing himself
and about 3,000 Philistines (16:23–31).
Even if his life served the plan of God, he became a scaring example of
how immorality and selfishness can interfere with God’s purpose.

Ruth
The book of Ruth is a story of love, devotion, and redemption set in the
distressing context of the period of the judges. It presents a Moabite
woman who forsakes her pagan heritage in order to cling to the people of
Israel and to the God of Israel. Because of her faithfulness in a time of
national faithlessness, God rewards her by giving her a new husband, a
son, and a privileged position in the ancestral line of David and Christ.

Read the book of Ruth
Write an outline for the book of Ruth
List all the cultural practices occurring in the book, and compare them to
traditional practices in Africa.
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Who was the author? And when was it written?

Ruth became the grandmother of King David. However until now Israel
had no kings, but were on a national level lead by the priest and the
prophet (the word of God). The surrounding people had kings, but also
the fact that neither the priest nor Samuel disciplined their sons, made
the Jews call for a change.

Part One: Samuel, the Last Judge (1:1–
7:17)
1 The Birth of the New Leader 1:1–2:11
2 The Transition from Eli to Samuel 3:1–18
3 The Judgeship of Samuel 4:1–7:17

Part Two: Saul, the First King (8:1–
31:13)
1 The Causes of the Transition 8:1–9
2. The Reign of King Saul 13:1–15:9
3 The Transition of Kingship from Saul to David
15:10–18:9
4 The Attempts of Saul to Slay David 18:10–20:42

Samuel
Samuel was the
last of the judges.
He was also a
prophet and a
historian. He became the link between the era of
the judges and
the era of the
Kings. His own
story started under unique cir-

cumstances:
Summarise the story of Hannah (1 Samuel 1-2)
Summarise the calling of Samuel (1
Samuel 3))

1. Philistines go to Aphek to attack
Israel. The Israelites suffer a heavy
defeat in battle.
2. Israelite messengers bring the
ark to Ebenezer (the Israelite
camp) believing this will save
them.
3. In a second battle, the Israelites
are again defeated. The ark is captured.
4. Philistines take the ark to Ashdod and keep it in the temple of
Dagon. The statue of Dagon is discovered broken and a plague
breaks out in the area. (Possibly
bubonic plague spread by the mice
17
of 1 Samuel 6:4–5.)

During Samuel’s time as judge of Israel the ark was captured by the
enemies.
However God himself took care of
5. They send the ark to Gath . . .
this situation.
6. . . . and then to Ekron. In both

Give us a King
The priest Eli and his sons were
some of the leaders in Israel. But
they did not take this responsibility
in a proper manner. As Samuel got
older the people was concerned with
the future. They were influenced by
the neighbouring people who had
kings. Samuel took it as a personal
defeat when the Israelites wanted a
king.

places, plague spreads.
7. The ark is sent back to Israel, with
gifts, on a new wagon without a
driver. It arrives in Beth Shemesh.
8. The Israelites are overjoyed at the
return of the ark. It had been missing
for 7 months.
9. The ark is moved to Kiriath
Jearim, where it stays for 20 years
until David moves it to Jerusalem.

Read 1 Samuel 8
What does Samuel see as the reason for the demand to have a
King? How does God comfort him, and instruct him to proceed?

Saul
The story of Saul, one of the saddest
in the Old Testament, is one of good
beginnings but concludes in miserable failure. God sent his prophet
Samuel to anoint Saul. This was
God’s response to Israel’s request
for a king (10:1), Saul enjoyed initial success in his military efforts (11:1–11), but a victory over the Philistines was darkened by his disobedience. God had given clear instructions
about destroying what was captured. But Saul kept the best of it.
And when the prophet confronted
him, he just explained that his intension was to make it an offering
to God. (13:8–14).
For this transgression, Samuel
warned Saul that his kingdom
18

would not continue. Saul’s failure to destroy all of Amalek (15:9), in direct disobedience of God’s command, resulted in God sending Samuel to
anoint the shepherd boy David as
Saul’s successor (16:1–13).
Rejected by God, tormented by evil
spirits, and frightened by the success
of David, Saul slowly descended into
madness as he repeatedly sought to
kill David.
Saul’s military situation worsened,
and in desperation Saul even sought
to consult the spirit of Samuel
through a medium (28:7–25)
The tragic end came as Saul the following day went out to do battle with
the Philistines. He got severely wounded, and then took his own life
(31:1–6).

David
David was
anointed to bePart One: The Triumphs of David (1:1–10:19)
come the king
I. The Political Triumphs of David 1:1–5:25
of Israel while
A. The Reign of David in Hebron over Judah 1–4
he was still a
B. The Reign of David in Jerusalem 5:1–25
II. The Spiritual Triumphs of David 6:1–7:29
boy, and while
A. The Transportation of the Ark 6:1–23
Saul was sill
B. The Institution of the Davidic Covenant 7:1–29
reigning for
III. The Military Triumphs of David 8:1–10:19
several years.
A. The Triumphs of David over His Enemies 8:1–12
God brought
B. The Righteous Rule of David 8:13–9:13
him from the
C. The Triumphs of David over Ammon and Syria 10
pastures into the
Part Two: The Transgressions of David (11:1–27)
palace little by
I. The Sin of Adultery 11:1–5
little.
II. The Sin of Murder 11:6–27
First he was
A. Uriah Does Not Sleep with Bathsheba 11:6–13
serving Saul as
B. David Commands Uriah’s Murder 11:14–25
a harp-player.
C. David and Bathsh
David’s music
eased the pain for Saul when he was depressed and tormented by evil
spirits.
David was also the one who killed Goliath in a very important battle between the Israelites and the Philistines.
19

OUTLINE OF 2 SAMUEL

Several times David had to flee from Saul, and several
times several times David had the chance to kill Saul.
But he never harmed him, because after all Saul was
anointed by God. Therefore God had to decide when
it was the right time for David to take over this
responsibility.

The Expansion of David’s Kingdom
Second Samuel records the expansion of

David’s kingdom from the territory of Judah, to all of Israel,
and finally to the areas of
Edom, Moab, Ammon, Zobah and Syria, all the way to
the river Euphrates in
the north.
The period of
David’s kingship
over Judah was a
time of conflict
with Saul’s son
Ishbosheth and
his general
Abner (chs. 3–
4). With the
deaths of
Ishbosheth and
Abner, however,
Israel acknowl20

edged David as king. (5:1–5)

The capture of Jerusalem
David had been king for over 7 years, ruling from Hebron. But he
needed a new capital. Jerusalem was still in foreign hands, occupied by
the Jebusites. It held a good defensive position, surrounded on 4 sides by
valleys, and had a good source of water.
David captured the Jebusite stronghold on Mt. Zion and renamed it the
City of David (5:6–10), thus beginning the long association of the Jewish
people and the worship of God with the city of Jerusalem.

1. Captures Jerusalem (2 Samuel
5:6–10).
2. Philistine power decisively
crushed (2 Samuel 5:17–25; 8:1).
3. Moabites are made David’s
subjects, paying taxes (2 Samuel
8:2).
4. Edom defeated, controlled by
troops and taxed (2 Samuel
8:13–14).
5. Ammon’s power destroyed.
Ammonite people used for
forced labour (2 Samuel 12:26–
31).
6. Defeat of King Hadadezer the
Aramean. His vassal states (as
far as the Euphrates) became
David’s (2 Samuel 10:15–19).
7. Damascus conquered, controlled by troops and taxed (2
Samuel 8:5.
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Following the capture of Jerusalem, David won crucial victories over
Philistia (8:1; 21:15–22), Moab (8:2), Zobah and Syria (8:3–8), Ammon
(10:6–14), and Syria (10:15–19).

‘You are the man!’
We read in the scripture (Acts 13,22) that God called David ‘a man after
my own heart;’ . – But that does not mean that he did not make terrible
mistakes. One of the worst was the situation with Bathsheba. This sin
was pointed out by the prophet Nathan:
Read 2 Samuel 11 and 2
Samuel 12,1-12
Discuss if it is fair to call David
an adulterer and a murderer.
How did David realise his sin? How
did he get right with God again?
Look up scriptures that show David’s
grief over his sin.

The Family of David
Though the continuation of David’s line was part of the promise of the
Davidic Covenant (7:4–17), his large family was a constant source of
heartache and trouble throughout the latter part of 2 Samuel. David’s
family troubles included the death of Bathsheba’s infant son as judgment
for David’s adultery (12:15–23), the incest of Amnon with Tamar, and
Absalom’s subsequent murder of Amnon (13:1–36). Perhaps most striking was the rebellion of David’s son Absalom, who drove David from
Jerusalem, took David’s wives, and nearly managed to take over he kingdom from David (15:7–18:33).

Solomon
Solomon becomes a very famous
king in Israel. His wisdom and
wealth surpasses everything
known.
He is also the one to build the first
temple for the Lord. This big pro22

ject had been prepared by his father David.
Solomon started his kingdom in a very humble way as he realised that
this huge responsibility could only be successful if blessed by God.
Read 1 Kings 3,7-14 and 2 Chronicles 1,7-12

His wisdom in judgment made him famous.
Read 1 Kings 3,16-28

His building projects and wealth were also soon known all over the
world. That brought the Queen of Sheba to Jerusalem.
Read 1 Kings 10,1-7

Apart for the building projects Solomon also let his traders dominate the
world.

King Solomon’s needs were
not simple. His large court
had a healthy appetite, and
the money Solomon made
through trade would not
pay the bills.

1. Solomon’s agents control sale of horses
from Cilicia for the Hittites.
2. Hiram provides wood for building
Solomon’s temple.
3. Solomon is middleman for chariots
from Egypt to the Hittites.
4. Solomon’s fleet of trade ships manned
by Hiram’s experienced seamen.
5. All trade is taxed at the border. Traders
also had to buy supplies as they passed
through.
6. Copper and iron smelting.
7. Iron from Syria exported to Egypt.
8. Bronze foundry. Temple objects cast
here.
9. Visits of foreign dignitaries bring gold,
silver, clothing, weapons, spices, horses,
mules.
10. New sea routes to Arabian and African ports avoid expensive Arabian land
routes. Probably opened by agreement
with Queen of Sheba.
11. From Ophir: gold, juniper wood, precious stones.
12. From Sheba and Africa: gold, silver,
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ivory, apes, baboons, spices.

So he divided his kingdom into 12
taxation districts. The people of
Israel were to pay for the luxurious
living of the king’s court. Each district was given a governor who had
to provide enough food to fill
Solomon’s table for one month in
the year. He also used slave labour
to cut the cost of his massive building projects.
The people soon noticed that
Judah, Solomon’s own tribe, was
left out of the taxation system.
This, coupled with the injustice of
having to support the king’s extravagance, led to the resentment
of the northern tribes that broke up
the kingdom after Solomon’s death.
In addition to the burden of providing, among other things, around 3,000
sheep a year, each governor had to supply barley and straw for Solomon’s 1,400 chariot horses, 12,000 cavalry horses, and for the work
horses.
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The Kingdom is divided
1. Jeroboam, an official of Solomon’s (in charge of slave labour),
is met by a prophet. He is told
that he will become ruler of the
10 northern tribes.
2. Jeroboam either plans a coup
against Solomon, or is suspected
of it. Solomon tries to kill him,
and he flees to Egypt.
3. Solomon dies. His son Rehoboam travels to Shechem to be
proclaimed king.
4. Jeroboam arrives in Shechem
and leads a northern revolt
against Rehoboam.
5. Rehoboam sends a messenger
to Jeroboam but he is stoned to
death. Rehoboam runs for his life
back to Jerusalem. He plans for
war against the northern tribes,
but never attempts it.
6. Inset: The northern tribes become Israel; the southern tribes,
Judah.

Solomon’s kingdom is broken in two.
The Southern Kingdom was called
Judah. It was populated mostly by the
tribe of Judah and had Jerusalem as its
capital. The temple of the Lord was here, and therefore access to the
temple was quite difficult for the people of the Northern Kingdom.
The Northern Kingdom was called Israel. It was populated by 10 tribes
and Samaria became its capital.

Kings and Prophets of a divided Kingdom
The history of the Jewish people now goes into a long tragic chapter.
There is mostly tension between the two kingdoms. Sometimes even war.
The Southern Kingdom often has kings that are trying to do the right,
while the Northern Kingdom mostly has kings that worship other gods.
In both kingdoms prophets are active. Their mission is to call people to
obedience towards God. Elijah and Elisha are among the most significant
characters in the Northern Kingdom.
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Elijah and King Ahab
Elijah is in the forefront against idolatry and corruption. He becomes the
enemy of King Ahab, who is influenced by Queen Jezebel’s family and
tradition as Baal worshippers. Elijah several times confronts king Ahab.
Once he proclaims 3 years of drought, another time he rebukes the king’s
greed. He is also the one that challenges all the prophets of Baal on
Mount Carmel.

Elijah is fed by a raven – The fire-test on Carmel – The chariot of Fire
Read 1 Kings 17-19
Discuss why Elijah was sent to the widow mentioned in 17,9 (compare Luke 4,25-26)
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1. Elijah prophesies to King Ahab a 3 year drought in Israel.
2. Elijah hides at the brook of Cherith.
3. When the brook dries up he goes to Zarephath. He stays 3 years with a
widow and her son.
4. Elijah goes to Ahab and tells him to gather the people of Israel and the
prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel.
5. On Carmel, the Lord proves that he alone is God by sending down fire
on Elijah’s sacrifice. 450 prophets of Baal are put to death.
6. The drought ends with a great storm.
7. Elijah returns to Jezreel. There Ahab’s wife Jezebel vows immediate
revenge for the death of her prophets.
8. Elijah runs for his life, leaving his servant at Beersheba.
9. He journeys for a day into the desert. Depressed and weak, he is
strengthened for the journey to Mt Sinai.
10. At Sinai Elijah receives a vision of God.
11. Elijah is sent back to Israel to appoint Elisha as his successor.

The ministry of Elisha
On instruction from God Elijah calls Elisha to become his successor.
Elisha has one major prayer to the Lord: that he may inherit the special
power and anointing that was on Elijah.
Elisha becomes a significant prophet who performs miracles and saves
the capital, Samaria, from its enemies.
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The siege of Samaria by Syria during the time of Elisha.
1. Inset: King Benhadad of Syria leads his army from Damascus and besieges the hilltop city of Samaria, capital of Israel. The siege is long and
food supplies in the city run out.
2. The King of Israel blames the prophet Elisha for the siege, and tries to
kill him. But Elisha prophesies that the siege will end within 24 hours.
3. The same evening four lepers outside the city walls go to the Syrian
camp and discover it completely deserted.
4. After a little eating and looting, they report the news to the city guards.
5. The king is cautious. He sends out 2 soldiers to investigate. They drive
their chariots as far as the Jordan and find clothes and equipment the
Syrians had scattered in their flight.
6. The people of Samaria loot the camp.
7. As Elisha had predicted, the king’s personal attendant, who refused to
believe Elisha’s prophecy, is killed at the gate in the crush of the people.
Read the scriptures below and summarise the four stories.

2 Kings 6:8-17

2 Kings 6:17-23
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2 Kings 7:3-20

2 Kings 5,1-19

Ancient Super-Powers
During the period of the Old
Testament, 4 superpowers
turned their unwelcome attention on Palestine:
1. Egypt. The great southern power in the Old Testament, Egypt was in gradual
decline. This was occasionally halted by a number of
powerful kings, some of
whom invaded Palestine
and challenged the northern
superpowers. Judah and Israel were often tempted to
form alliances with Egypt against the north.
2. Assyria. The Assyrians
were the first of a succession of empires that swallowed up parts of Palestine. They exiled Israel
and subdued Judah. The
empire collapsed when
Nineveh fell to the Baby29

lonians in 612 BC.
3. Babylon. The Babylonian Empire took over
where the Assyrians left
off. They took Judah into
exile and successfully invaded Egypt. But their
power was eroded by a
series of weak rulers. In
539 BC Cyrus the Persian took over the empire with little opposition.
4. Persia. The Persian
Empire was larger than its
two predecessors. It was
also more humane in returning exiles (Judah
among them) to their
homelands. The Persian
Empire was overrun by
Alexander the Great around 331 BC.
Alexander’s Greek Empire was followed by the Roman Empire of New
Testament times.

The return to Israel
In 539 BC the Babylonian Empire was taken over by Cyrus, the Persian
king. He issued commands that all the displaced exiles should return
home to worship their own gods. The exiles were free to return to Judah.
1. Sheshbazzar,
a Jewish exile,
is made governor of Judah,
537 BC. He is
given the temple
treasures taken
by Nebuchadnezzar, and returns to Judah
with a group of
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exiles (Ezra 1).
2. Zerubbabel (grandson of King Jehoiachin) and Joshua, a priest, lead
another group home in 525 BC.
3. Nehemiah, cupbearer in the Persian court to King Artaxerxes I, is sent
to Jerusalem in 445 BC to repair Jerusalem’s walls. An armed guard escorts him (Nehemiah 1–2).
4. Ezra, a scholar and Jewish priest, is given royal authority to renew the
religious practices of Jerusalem. He leads exiles home in 428 BC (Ezra
7:1–10).
Note: The date for Ezra’s arrival in Jerusalem is disputed. Some claim he
arrived before Nehemiah, in 458 BC, others that it was much later, in 398
BC.
1. Priests, Levites, and others settle in or near
Jerusalem.
2. Musicians, temple guards, workmen settle
locally.
3. Rest of returned exiles settle in the towns of
their ancestors.

Significant characters of the era of the Exile
Many of the prophets are related to the period of the Exile. This includes
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and several others. Their books and stories will be
further described in book 6: ‘Prophets of the Lord’.
In this historical book we will mention Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, who
also played significant roles towards the end of the exile.

Nehemiah and Ezra
These two men did much to
re-establish the people of
Israel in the Promised Land.
They lived at the same time
– born during the captivity
in Babylon and Persia.
Nehemiah especially contributed through rebuilding
the wall of Jerusalem.
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Ezra was a spiritual leader who led groups of Israelites back into the
country and taught them the Law again.
Read Nehemiah ch.1-8 and put reference and keywords next to
each picture below. (You may do it as in example 1)

Nehemiah 1:1 - 2:7
Nehemiah was the servant of a great king
He was sad about Jerusalem in ruins.
Question: "Why does your face look so sad?"
Request: "Send me to the city of my fathers
that I may rebuild it."

Nehemiah had a good job, so why was he so concerned about Jerusalem?
Why was there so much resistance against his enterprise from Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem?
Why was reading of the Law important at the great gathering? (8,111)
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Esther
During the period of captivity
many attempts were made to extinguish the people of Israel.
Esther became instrumental in
saving the people from such a
disaster. – This is a summary of
the book:
Esther was a young Jewish girl
from the land of Israel. Her parents had died, so Mordecai, her
uncle, took care of her. Esther and Mordecai were captured with the people of Israel, and taken away to the land of Persia. The king of Persia was
a very powerful man. Everyone was afraid of him. When his queen made
him angry, he decided to replace
her.
Then he called for all the beautiful
young girls in his kingdom to come
to him. From among them all, he
chose Esther to be his new queen.
But Esther told no one that she was
a Jew.
Haman was an important man in Persia. All the people had to bow down
to him as he passed by. Mordecai would only worship the One True God.
He refused to bow down to Haman. Haman was angry. He determined to
get his revenge on Mordecai. One day he told the king, "The Jews do not
keep the king's law. Let a law be
made that they are to be destroyed."
Haman gave the king money, so
that he agreed to his request. Haman told the people that on a certain day they must kill all the Jews.
Haman himself built a great gallows on which to hang Mordecai.
Mordecai told Esther that she must
go to the king and plead for her
people. But Esther said, "If anyone goes to the king without being called,
he must die." She asked the Jews to pray for her. Then she said, "I will
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go to the king. If I die, then I will die."
God answered the prayers of
the Jews. The king received
Esther. She invited him to a
special feast and she invited
Haman, too. At the feast the
king asked, "Queen Esther,
what do you want?" Esther replied, "My wish is that I may
live, for my people and I have
been sold to be killed." The
king said, "Who dares to do
such a thing?" So Esther said, "Our enemy is this evil man Haman!" The
king was so angry when he heard of Haman's wicked plans. He had him
hanged on the gallows which Haman had prepared for Mordecai, and all
the Jews were saved.

According to Persian tradition
a law given by the king could not be
changed. Discuss how the Jews
escaped to be extinguished.
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Conclusion
The historical books are dealing with more than mere history. Apart from
the exciting records of kings and other leaders, the books are also prophetic in the sense that they record the lives of significant prophets and
continuously stress the importance of obeying God.
The historical books tell the chronological story of the Jewish people
from the moment they enter the Promised Land through all the joyful and
traumatic experiences of victory and defeat, until they return from captivity in Babylon and rebuild the land.
Joshua stands out as a true leader – only failing on one point: At his
death there was no one to take over the baton.
Deborah is a unique example of a woman used by the Lord as well as a
prophet, a judge and even an army leader.
Gideon experience how the Lord chooses his servants based on the willingness of their heart, not based on their position in the clan. – He is a
great example of faith and obedience; however he is also an example of
how easily one can fall back to idolatry.
Samuel shows us that even a child can hear from God, and that one can
remain faithful for the whole lifetime.
David was a man of tremendous boldness and worship. He also made
terrible mistakes. He stands out as an example of Gods faithfulness towards those who have the right heart, and truly repent when they fall in
sin.
Elijah and Elisha give us examples of powerful Old Testament prophetic
ministry. Through them God manifested his power in a way similar to all
the New Testament spiritual gifts: prophecy, healing, wisdom, knowledge, miracles, faith etc.
Nehemiah and Ezra were people who made it the goal of their ministry
to bring God’s chosen people back where it belonged, to rebuild Jerusalem and to restore the reverence for the law.
Esther was a young beautiful girl who had a fantastic personal career.
But suddenly she found out, that it was for a purpose that she had become the Queen of Persia: It was to save her people. – She risked her
own life to save others.
As you look back on – and continue working with the historical books:
Remember all these examples. And let the same enthusiasm for the Lord
be found in you.
35

Appendices
Study suggestions
(Suitable for small groups or for individual studies at extended level)
Victories and disasters
Find at least 10 examples of victories or difficulties that can be directly
linked to the people’s commitment to God.
David
Give a summary of King David’s life.
Give details about his most important acts and decisions.
Give a detailed description of his relationship to Bathsheba and the consequences it had for his life.
Kings of the Divided Kingdom
List all the kings of Judah
Indicate to what degree they followed the Law of God.
List all the kings of Israel.
Indicate to what degree they followed the Law of God.
Kings and Prophets
Study the relationship between the kings and the Prophets in Israel (the
northern Kingdom)
The return to Israel
Choose 2 main characters that played important roles in the preparation
or realisation of the return of the Jews.
Tell their story, and discuss to what degree they had to commit themselves.
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