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Course Outcomes – The World of the Bible
In South Africa training is related to the concept of Outcome Based
Education. (In common language: What you have gained from the
course.)
Bible knowledge and background information fits nicely into this
concept.
The following are the course outcomes for this book. Read them
carefully and rate your own knowledge this way:
- You have insufficient knowledge to answer this question: put a 0
- You have a basic understanding and can answer satisfactorily: put a 1.
Rate yourself at the beginning of the course, using a pencil, and at the
end of the course, using a pen.
1. I can list and explain the major categories of books in the Bible.
2. I can name the 12 tribes of Israel.
3. I can give a brief outline of the basic message of the Bible.
4. I understand how the chronology of the Biblical events differs from
the order of the books.
5. I know the 3 main types of ‘houses of worship’ the Jews used.
6. I can summarise the wedding tradition among Jews.
7. I know at least 8 towns in ancient Israel.
8. I can describe the average person’s house around Jesus’ time.
9. I know 3 major feasts from the Jewish calendar.
10. I have experienced how background knowledge improves
understanding.
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Introduction:
The Bible, its places, customs & characters is a vast topic, and many
books have already written on it. So in this small booklet our aim is not
to exhaust the topic, but to give useful and important background
information and practical insight.
We will try to give you a proper frame of reference to see how the
different parts of the Bible supplement each other and how they are
interlinked. We will not go into the message of the individual books but
will look at the major subdivisions of the Bible, such as ‘historical’ and
‘prophetic’ books etc.
We will also whet your appetite
with the very interesting study of
the Biblical culture ranging from
the simple nomadic lifestyle at the
time of Abraham to the
sophisticated lifestyle of the Greeks
and Romans at the time of Jesus.
Wherever possible we will use graphic illustrations to support the text.
The book can be used as a handbook, so you don’t need to read it from
cover to cover. You can pick out the chapters that are of importance for
you while you are studying other areas in the curriculum.
This book has an extensive appendix that includes additional tables and
help tools.

Facts about the Bible
Why is it called ‘Bible’?
The name Bible means ‘Books’. This is an appropriate name as our holy
book is actually a whole library of 66 books; 39 in the Old Testament
and 27 in the New Testament. The Bible, understood as this particular
selection of books, has existed since year 350. Church-councils from
300-350 dealt with this. Many Jewish and Christian writings were not
considered worthy for inclusion in the Bible.
The colours in this illustration indicate the different categories of books.
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The top row is the Old Testament (Law, Historical Books, Poetic Books,
Prophetic Books).
The events recorded
in the Old Testament
took place over a
period of at least
4000 years.
The second row is
the New Testament
(Gospels, Acts,
letters and
Revelation)
The books of the New Testament were written down during the years
approximately 40-90, although there is debate on the exact date for the
writing of many of the books.

Is the Bible true? And who wrote it?
The books of the Bible were written over a time span of more than 1500
years. Many authors have been involved. However we believe that the
Bible is inspired by God and written under the direction of the Holy
Spirit.

The original
The Bible was written in the main languages of the time. Most of the Old
Testament was written in Hebrew, but some parts in the closely related
language of Aramaic. The New Testament that we have access to is
written in Greek. Some earlier writings about Jesus were probably
written in Hebrew, for instance, the Gospel of Matthew, but these copies
have been lost. – All the original hand writings have been lost, so today
only copies exist as source material.

Translation challenges
The Bible has been translated into many languages. Translation is a
difficult exercise because languages are different. What is easy to say in
one language may be very hard to express in another language.
There are also places, especially in the Old Testament, where no one
knows for sure what the original meaning was.
The whole style of telling can also make translation difficult: The Old
Testament is written in a Jewish story telling style, which is rather
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different from a western way to write. For that reason the style of
translation is a very sensitive and important issue.
Some translations try to be faithful to the text by translating word for
word, but by doing so they often miss the point or overall meaning of the
message. Others try to be faithful to the message even if the story then
needs to be told in different words.
Read more about translation challenges in material from Wycliffe Bible
translators. www.wycliffe.org

The message of the Bible
Some have called John 3,16 ‘the little Bible’ because this verse tells us
the Christian core message: God loved the world so much that He
sacrificed his own Son to save every person who believes in Him.
The Bible deals with many issues. If you ask a Jew what is the most
important of his Bible, he would probably point to the Torah (the Law,
the first five books of the Bible also called the Books of Moses) as God’s
directions for human living. – Some Jews might also point to the
prophecies about the reestablishment of Israel and the Messianic
Kingdom.
Some asked Jesus, ‘Teacher, which is the most important commandment
in the law of Moses?’
Jesus replied, ‘To love God and to love your neighbour.’
You could say that the message of the Bible is concerned with both the
past, the present and the future.
Look up and read the above quote from the Gospels.
Hint: it is either Mat. 22,36 or Mark 12,28 or Luke 10,26

Timelines and other help-tools
Timelines are graphic illustrations of a time span. It is similar to a
calendar covering many years. In this calendar all the important events
are recorded. It can be drawn as a simple line showing the earliest year
on the left and the latest year on the right. It can also be drawn as several
parallel lines indicating several things happening at the same time. It can
be adjusted to display anything related to time.
Below is a timeline showing the life of Jesus (0-33) and John (1BC31AD) + start of the Church (from year 33 and onwards).
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Life-time of John the Baptist

The first Church

Human life of Jesus + His public ministry
Year: 0

25

50

‘BC’ means Before Christ’ and ‘AD’ is an abbreviation of the Latin
‘Anno Domini’ which means ‘Year of the Lord’.
On the timeline above indicate the baptism of Jesus and the day of
crucifixion and the day of Pentecost.

Below you will find some timelines of Old Testament events. The first
timeline is taken from iLumnia and shows us the time of the judges. You
can see names such as Deborah, Gideon and Samson, and the year of
their lives.

Based on your general knowledge of the Old Testament put these 5
names in chronological order: Nehemiah, Joseph, David, Moses, Daniel.
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Timelines can also
display how many
kings reigned in a
certain area during a
certain period of time.
(United- and divided
kingdom) As you can
see, some reigned for
a very short time only,
others for generations.
Below you will find
another type of timeline starting at the time of Abraham (top) and
indicating the initial period in Canaan, followed by the 400 years in
Egypt, the return to the Promised Land, etc.etc. – This timeline ends at
the birth of Jesus.

Discuss which of the timelines is easier to use and if each of them have
specific advantages. – Additional exercises in the appendix.
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Exercise: Which kings reigned during the time of these prophets:
Elijah, Elisha, Micah, Isaiah. (use the time-line on p. 30)

Event finders
Another useful type of tool is a list of well known Bible stories / events,
with a scripture reference just next to each. – As many stories are told
more than once in the Bible, there would often be more than one
reference. This applies especially to the Gospels.

New Testament Tools
The event-finder works well for parables, miracles etc. Below are a few
examples of how it works.
Parables of Jesus
1. Lamp Under a Basket
2. A Wise Man Builds on Rock
3. New Cloth on an Old Garment
Miracles of Jesus
1. Cleansing a Leper
14. Feeding the Five Thousand
15. Walking on the Water

Matthew Mark
5:14-16 4:21, 22
7:24–27
9:16
2:21
Matthew
8:2
14:13
14:25

Mark
1:40
6:30
6:48

Luke
8:16, 17
6:47-49
5:36

Luke
5:12
9:10

John
6:1
6:19

A complete list of all the parables of Jesus and the miracles of Jesus is
included in the Appendix.
With such help tools it is easy to find any parable you might want to use
in a sermon, or with other tables you
can find all the miracles of Jesus, the
promises given about eternity or many
other topics.

Biblical Geography
Most nations look at themselves as
situated in the centre of the world.
When it comes to maps they often
focus on a small area that can be
difficult to identify unless you have
some reference points. Israel is
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situated in what we today call the Middle East. It is just north east of
Africa between Egypt and Iraq. Israel is approximately the same size as
Swaziland. West of Israel is the Mediterranean Sea, and south and east of
Israel you find huge deserts.

Where did the events of the Bible take place?
Israel (also called ‘The promised Land’/ ‘Canaan’ / ‘Palestine’) is the
central country in both the Old Testament and the New Testament. But
when we look at the Old Testament we realise that many important
events took place in the surroundings of Iraq, as you can see on the map:

Old Testament
The Garden of Eden was situated close to the two big rivers, Euphrates
and Tigris. Noah’s Ark came to rest in the Mountains of Ararat. The
tower of Babel was in Babylon (Babel and Babylon is the same name,
one is Hebrew, the other is Greek). Abraham came from Ur (south of
Babel), Jonah was sent to Nineveh (North of Babel at the modern day
Mosul) and Jeremiah was captive in Susa (east of Babel)
The reason so many things happened here was that this was the centre of
culture at that time, and it was a very fertile land as well. The same goes
for the Nile delta in Egypt, where another important culture emerged in
those days, and where the Israelites spent 400 years from Joseph to
Moses.
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Use a Bible Atlas to find Nineveh, Susa, the Garden of Eden, the land of
Goshen. Indicate these locations on the map above.
Write some considerations regarding where a farmer would prefer to
live, what is needed for major cities to come up, and who (what kind of
living) could survive in the wilderness.

New Testament
When we look at the New Testament we notice that many of the events
took place in the surroundings of Turkey. This was where all Paul’s
missionary journeys went through and also where you find the 7
churches mentioned in the Book of Revelation.

At this time Greek was the most important language in the world and the
Romans (from Italy) were the most powerful army controlling the whole
coastline of the Mediterranean Sea.
Indicate on the map above all the places / names you know from the
New Testament.
Discuss where the centres of influence were at this time.
Would that give any direction to where the Christians were led by the Holy
Spirit to preach the Gospel and plant Churches?
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People of the Old
Testament
You find many strange names in
the Bible. However it is helpful to
remember that these names often
are tribal names based on the
name of an important ancestor. An
example is the ‘Israelites’ who got
their name after their forefather
Jacob, (his name was changed to
Israel, Genesis 32:28).
In the same way Midian’s
descendants were called
Midianites, Amelek’s descendants
were called Amelekites etc.
Some of the frequently mentioned
peoples are listed here and where
they lived is indicated on the map
below.

Ancient Trading
Routes
Do you know which way
Abraham was travelling
on his journey to the
Promised Land? He
came form Ur to Canaan
via Haran. It looks like a
very indirect travel
route. However it was
the only possible route.
It went through fertile
lands instead of
completely waterless
wilderness. Furthermore it was very trafficked. All the traders went this
way.
The ancient world had some few highways and seaways that connected
the different centres of culture; Babylon, Egypt and Turkey.
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More examples
These maps are meant as a help
to be able to utilise a Bible
Atlas.
In this map you see the
surroundings of the Dead Sea,
where Sodom and Gomorrah
once were found. You also see
some tribal names indicating
areas allotted to some of the 12
tribes of Israel: East (right) of
the Dead Sea and river Jordan
you see ‘Reuben’ and ‘Gad’. In
the west (left) you see ‘Judah’,
‘Benjamin’ and ‘Ephraim’.
Below you find a map showing
the surroundings of Lake
Galilee (old English: the Sea of
Galilee) (Northern Israel).
In this map the colours indicate hights: The dark green is the lowest, and
the brown colour is the highest. The names in this map are from the time
of Jesus. Jesus spent much of his ministry time in this area.
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Houses, Cities, Temples
When the Bible talks about houses or homes, it ranges from a rather
primitive shelter as we may assume Adam and Eve used, through tents
as used by nomadic people (Abraham) to Old Testament palaces, like the
one of King David. In New Testament times it even includes Roman and
Greek houses where you might find beautiful colonnades and bathrooms
etc.

Ordinary people’s homes were very simple and usually built of mud or
natural stones and plaster. Some houses consisted of only one or two
rooms, but in villages it was also common to have houses with four
rooms around a central courtyard, where the animals could shelter.
In the cities the houses were built close together, but were sometimes
two storeys high. Houses had flat roofs. The roofs were used to rest,
sleep and work. – You could relax there in the cool evenings, and you
could utilise the space to dry fruits and herbs.
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The doors were low and framed by wooden or stone doorposts; they
rotated inwards and could be barred from within.
In this house you can see an open courtyard for cooking.
Windows were small, without glass and placed high in the wall.
Additional light was provided by small oil lamps.
Some houses
‘grew’ as time
passed:
Whenever a son
got married
another section
was added to
the house. This
could become
quite a complex
building.
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The High Priest's Palace. The Hippodrome in Higher City.
Discuss what it was like to live in ‘the lower city’ in old Jerusalem and what
is was like to live in ‘the higher city’. Who lived in the Higher City?

Jerusalem: From a Fortress to a Capital
Before the time of the kings and before the building of the temple,
Jerusalem played a very insignificant role.
David chose it as his place of residence. Many structures grew up around
the king’s palace. He also wanted it to become the city of worship, and
according to Chronicles he prepared for the building of the temple.
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The original ‘city of David’ was rather small. It was enlarged several
times. When enemies or fire ruined a section of the city it was rebuilt and
extended. The first addition was the Temple at Solomon’s time.
Nehemiah did a major work on the city wall after some of the Jews had
returned from deportation.
At the time of Jesus
Jerusalem had grown further.
There was an ‘upper’ and
‘lower’ city. And even the
Temple had again been
rebuilt and enlarged. – This
had been a very lengthy
work. – That’s why it was so
shocking for the Pharisees to
hear Jesus say, ‘Destroy this
temple, and I will raise it
again in three days.’ (John
2,19)

Find out from a Bible dictionary or encyclopaedia how many times the
temple was rebuilt, and what the temple at Jesus’ time was called.
What did Jesus mean when he talked about rebuilding the Temple within
3 days? (John 2,19)
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The house of the Lord
During the time of Noah and Abraham God spoke to his servants
whenever appropriate, and sacrifices were made in many different
places.
Often people would return to a place where they had experienced an
encounter with the Lord. (Jacob returned to Bethel, where he first met
God.)
During the 400 years in Egypt we don’t hear about much revelation.
Then God spoke to Moses, first from the burning bush and later on many
occasions including the giving of the law at mount Horeb (Sinai). At that
point God instructed Moses to make the tent of meeting (the Tabernacle).
For the next 200 years this was God’s dwelling place among his people.

The instructions God gave to Moses regarding the Tabernacle (its
measurements, the choice of material, functionality etc) were very
precise. Without going into details we will just mention 5 things:
1. The purpose of the Tabernacle was communication with God.
2. The tent itself could only be entered by the priests, but the Levites
were given the work of setting up the Tabernacle, taking it down
and transporting it to new locations).
3. The priest were not only Levites, but also the descendants of
Aaron, a great-grandson of Levi.
4. The tent (the holy place and the holy of holies) was where God
revealed himself and where the Ark of the Covenant was placed.
5. The altar outside was the central place for sacrifices.
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You can read more about this in Book 3: Creation and Covenant and in
Exodus and Leviticus.

From a tent to a temple
After some generations in the Promised Land people got used to houses
of stone. Especially the kings lived with great luxury. David found that
God should have a ‘real’ house, at least as good as his own palace. His
son Solomon build the first temple to the Lord. It was very beautiful. –
The centre of worship and sacrifice from now on was in Jerusalem.

The Temple

The temple followed the same basic lay-out as the Tabernacle. Inside the
main building was the Holy of Holies where the ark of the covenant was,
and the Holy Place, where the alter of incense and the lamp stand were.
Outside the building: the altar of sacrifices, the bronze laver, and all the
equipment for preparing the different types of offerings.
Around the temple area there was a courtyard with colonnades.
Solomon’s temple was build close to the palace area.
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This is a model
of the Temple
of Herod. This
temple existed
at Jesus’ time.
We look at it
from a place
inside the outer
wall, which
means that we
are already
inside the
courtyard of the
gentiles.
Everybody who
wanted to learn
about God or
worship were
allowed to
enter here.
Behind the next gate is the courtyard of the Jews. – Next is the courtyard
of the men. Next comes the courtyard of the priests and then the Holy
Place. The Holy of Holies was the inner room, where only the high priest
could enter, - only once a year (during Yom Kippur, Day of Atonement)
and only abiding strictly by the religious rules.

The Synagogue
While there was only one temple (in Jerusalem) there were many
synagogues at the time of Jesus.
The synagogue looked typically like the model on the next page, and
fulfilled a number of purposes.
Synagogue (Greek, “place of assembly”; Hebrew bet knesset), in
Judaism, an assembly house for communal prayer, study, and meeting; a
central communal institution. Central and Eastern European Jews called
their synagogues shuls (Yiddish for “schools”); Reform Jews sometimes
use the word temple.
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Features
Synagogue architecture has never been standardized, but some elements
were very common:
Inside were two rows of three or four pillars each. This made a large
central seating area with two smaller areas, one on each side, beyond the
pillars.

Along the side walls were some stone benches, but not enough to seat the
congregation. Probably the people sat cross-legged on the floor as they
still do in Eastern mosques. At the far end of the room was a platform
that held the Torah Ark, a cabinet or chest that contained the scrolls of
the sacred Scriptures, wrapped in linen. Here, too, were the lamps and
the lectern on which the scrolls were laid to be read in the service.
Arranged in front were the “best seats” of the elders (Matt. 23:6)
The written Torah, (the five books of Moses) is the cornerstone of Jewish
religion and law. The scrolls are considered most holy and are highly
honoured by the religious Jews.
The following elements were also almost invariable present: the ark
housing Torah scrolls (the Five Books of Moses in Hebrew written in
archaic style on parchment), which is always on the wall facing
20

Jerusalem; the Ner Tamid (“perpetual flame”), a light always lit, before
the ark; a large desk on an elevated platform (bimah), at which the Torah
is read before the congregation; a small reader's lectern from which the
service is conducted and from which the rabbi may preach; and seating
for the congregation. Tradition demands that men and women sit in
separate sections.

The Synagogue and the Temple
A distinction must be made between synagogue worship and tabernacle
or Temple worship. No sacrifices are ever made in a synagogue, but the
preparation and offering of sacrifices was the most important activity in
the Tabernacle and the Temple. Only the priests could enter into the tent
or the inner room called "Holy of Holies", but everybody can enter into a
synagogue. In the temples of Solomon, Zerubbabel, and Herod (the
Temple of Jesus’ day) there were courts or porches where the people
could pray or have discussions (Matt. 26:55; Luke 2:46; Acts 2:46), but
the Temple building itself was for the priests only.
In the synagogues the common people were more active, taking part in
reading and teaching the Scriptures, and prayer. By New Testament
times synagogues were very numerous and popular. They became
centres of community activity, playing a number of roles.

Some additional functions
Sometimes the synagogues were local courts of justice that could
sentence the offender as well as inflict the punishment of scourging
(Matt. 10:17; 23:34). The synagogue was also an elementary school for
teaching children to read. It was, no doubt, a centre of social life for the
Jewish community.
Read Mat 13:54 Mark 1,21 Mark 3,1 Mark 6,2 Luke 4,16 – and
discuss why Jesus so frequently went into synagogues.
Discuss why Jesus went to the synagogue when he came to a new town.
Discuss why the synagogues were important to the Jews at Jesus’ time,
and why they got even more important in the following centuries.
Draw the basic layout of the Tabernacle. Indicate the subdivision of
the tent and indicate where you would find the ark of covenant, the lamp
stand, the altar of incense, the altar of sacrifice, the laver.
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The Year – Seasons and Festivals

This model displays the crops and the seasons. The outer ring displays the
modern names of the months. Next to the inner ring you can see the Jewish
names for the months (Nisan is the first, then Ziv, then Sivan etc.

Relevant to everyone
In Bible times, most families had at least a small plot of land where they
grew crops or had their livestock. Therefore everybody were familiar
with the importance of rainfall and the procedures for sowing and
harvesting. There was a clear link between the farming year and a
number of the festivals.
Grain: The main crops were wheat
and barley. Following the autumn
rains, the farmer ploughed the soil,
and sowed the grain by hand. If there
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were good winter rains, he could
harvest barley in March or April and
wheat in May or June.

Harvest: The farmer would cut the
grain with a sickle, leaving the
sheaves in the field to dry. Next he
threshed the grain on a threshingfloor, where oxen trod the grain from
the ears of corn. After this, the
farmer winnowed the grain,
throwing it in the air to separate the
grain from the lighter chaff, which
blew away. Finally, the grain was
sieved and stored away in sacks or
large jars.
Fruit: The Israelites also grew fruit
such as grapes, figs and olives as
well as melons, dates, pomegranates
and nuts. They also often cultivated
vegetables such as beans, lentils,
onions and cucumbers, and some
herbs.

Animals: Sheep and goats were
herded both for their meat and milk,
and for their wool and hair, which
could be utilised for making
garments. Farmers would often use
donkeys for carrying loads and oxen
for pulling the plough.
The Festivals: God gave the Jewish
people numerous feast days, or
festivals, to celebrate different
events through the year. Many of the
feasts were originally farming
festivals. The Feast of Passover, the
Feast of Weeks and the Feast of
Tabernacles were the three major
festivals

23

.

Summary of the Feasts:
Passover (Pesach) celebrated
Israel's deliverance from slavery in
Egypt. On 14 Nisan each Jewish
family ate their own Passover meal
(Seder), re-enacting the first
Passover (Exodus 12: 1-49).
Unleavened Bread was the seven
days following Passover, when
Jewish families ate unleavened bread
(Bread of Affliction), to remember
the 40 years wandering in the
wilderness (Leviticus 23:58). It was
also thanksgiving for the first harvest
of barley.
Weeks (Harvest, or Pentecost)
started seven full weeks (49 days)
after cutting the first sheaf (Omer)
and was to give thanks for God's.
blessing on the wheat harvest
(Leviticus 23: 15-22). It also
commemorated the giving of the
Torah.
Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah - New
Year's Day) (Leviticus 23:23-25),
recalled God's creation of the world
and was celebrated on 1 Tishri.
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)
was the most solemn holy day, of
national confession, on 10 Tishri,
when the high priest went into the
Holiest Place of the Temple to

sprinkle blood of the sacrifice
(Leviticus 23:26-32).
Tabernacles (Sukkoth, Booths, or
Ingathering), a week's celebration
of the fruit harvest, 15-21 Tishri,
when the Jews lived in temporary
shelters of branches (booths) to
remember God's care for the
Hebrews during their journey from
Egypt to Canaan (Leviticus 23:3343).
Lights (Chanukkah) was the Feast
of Dedication, on 25 Kislev, to
celebrate Judas Maccabeus' victory
and the rededication of the Temple in
165 BC. Known as the Feast of
Lights because an eight-branched
candlestick is used, with an extra
light to light the others on each of
the eight days of the feast, recalling
the miraculous provision of oil at the
first celebration (2 Maccabees 10:18; John 10:22).
Purim is celebrated during 13-15
Adar and marks the deliverance of
the Jews through Esther (Esther 9:132).
New Moon. The Jews celebrated the
beginning of each month (Numbers
28:11).

Discuss which 3 things are celebrated at Easter time.(farming year,
Jewish feast & Christian feast)
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Find in the Bible dictionary more details about Yom Kippur (the day of
Atonement). Describe the purpose of the day, and explain the procedure
regarding the two goats (Lev.16,6-22)

Biblical Characters & Customs
When you move to another place, you are happy to meet someone you
know. Likewise it is very helpful to know some of the characters you
meet in the Bible:
In the Appendix we have included a short presentation of 60 characters
from the Bible.—For each of the characters there are some references for
you to study in order to know them better. Here is just one example:
Read the references on Elisha.
Write a more detailed presentation of
Elisha, answering at least these
questions:
- How was he called?
- What was the importance for him of
seeing Elijah be taken away?
- How did he respond to the situation
where the king wanted to kill the
captured and blinded army in Samaria?

Elisha: Elisha took over
from Elijah as prophet of
Israel. He worked many
miracles, including the
healing of the Syrian army
commander Naaman's
leprosy.
1 Kings 19:16-21,2 Kings
2:1-8:15, 9:1-37

Wedding
When a young man was old enough to get married, his father would look
for a suitable bride, - preferably from a village near by, so that some
relationship already existed between the families.
Some scholars argue that there may be a close link between the language
and illustrations Jesus used in John 14,2-3 (In my Father's house are many
rooms;) and the traditional wedding in Israel. They say:
When a son is married, a new section was added to the father's house.
Therefore, when the young man’s father had negotiated with the family
of the bride, the son would say to her: ‘I will go and prepare a place for you.
When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with
me where I am.’ Then he went back home with his father and built a new

section of the house. When it was ready he would come back for the
bride, and then the wedding would take place.
Sons stayed in their original villages, together with their families. The
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daughters moved to new families / locations. – A price was paid, and
now the bride belonged to the groom’s family.

Measurements and Weight
The original Bible text uses the measurements of the time they were
written. As this took place during a number of different cultures and
times, many Bible translations have tried to convert to modern
measurements. But you meet the old expressions again and again. Here
is a key to some of them:

The human body was basically used for all lengths measurements. The
length of the arm from elbow to fingertip, the span from the fingers from
thumb to little finger, etc. etc.
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Dry and liquid measures were related to some well known containers.
Today we might have used a bucket and a cup as units.

Distances
Distances you could walk or sail were measured this way in the New
Testament:
1 Orguia (fathom) = 1,85 m (to measure depth)
100 Orguia = 1 Stadion (furlong) = 185 m
1 Milion (mile) = 1,000 paces = 1,478 m
A Sabbath day’s journey (the maximum distance allowed by the Jewish
law) was fixed at 2,000 cubits = 914 m

Money
In old times money was not used. The value of an object could be
compared to a certain amount of silver or gold.
The first coins were simply standardized pieces of silver.
1 shekel = 11,4 g silver.
50 shekel = 1 mina (500 g silver)
60 minas = 1 talent (30 kg silver)

Weight
There was a close relationship between money and weight.
You recognise the unit ‘shekel’ from the names of money above (below
shown as a red triangle). 50 shekels is one mina, and 60 minas is one
talent (30 kg)
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How many shekels is needed to make one
talent?
If 1 shekel is a workers salary for 1 day, how long
will it take him to earn 1 talent?

Conclusion
The Bible is a book you can study for a lifetime without exhausting its
riches of revelation and wisdom. But even after this initial background
study some things should have been added to your knowledge and have
made an impact on your future understanding:
We found that the Bible was a whole library.
It was written over a period of 1500 years by at least 50 people.
We believe the Bible is inspired by God.
We got an overview of the chronology and help tools.
We found explanations for names and geographical places.
We looked into the building tradition for private homes and places of
worship.
We looked at the farmers’ year and the festivals, and learned about
measurements.
Finally in the Appendix you will find a short presentation of the key
characters from the Bible plus additional tables and study suggestions.
This study is a good foundation - as a start. But you need continuously to
study the Bible.— Continue in the other books of this series and
remember, that each book also has suggestions for study in depth.
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Appendices
Tables and tools
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Event Finders
All the Parables of Jesus
Below you find a list of all the parables and where to find them.
Parable
1. Lamp Under a Basket
2. TheWise and Foolish Builders
3. New Cloth on an Old Garment
4. New Wine in Old Wineskins
5. The Sower
6. The Tares (Weeds)
7. The Mustard Seed
8. The Leaven
9. The Hidden Treasure
10. The Pearl of Great Price
11. The Dragnet
12. The Lost Sheep
13. The Unforgiving Servant
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Matthew
5:14-16
7:24–27
9:16
9:17
13:3-23
13:24–30
13:31, 32
13:33
13:44
13:45, 46
13:47-50
18:12–14
18:23–35

Mark
4:21, 22
2:21
2:22
4:2–20
4:30-32

Luke
8:16, 17
6:47-49
5:36
5:37, 38
8:4-15
13:18, 19
13:20, 21

15:3-7

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
War
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

The Labourers in the Vineyard
The Two Sons
The Wicked Vinedressers
The Wedding Feast
The Fig Tree
The Wise and Foolish Virgins
The Talents
The Growing Seed
The Absent Householder
The Creditor and Two Debtors
The Good Samaritan
A Friend in Need
The Rich Fool
The Watchful Servants
The Faithful and the Evil Servant
The Barren Fig Tree
The Great Supper
Building a Tower and a King at

20:1-16
21:28–32
21:33-45
22:2–14
24:32-44
25:1–13
25:14-30

12:1–12

20:9-19

13:28–32

21:29-33

4:26–29
13:33-37
7:41–43
10:30-37
11:5–13
12:16-21
12:35–40
12:42-48
13:6–9
14:16-24
14:25–35

The Lost Coin
The Lost Son
The Unjust Steward
The Rich Man and Lazarus
Unprofitable Servants
The Persistent Widow
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
The Minas

15:8-10
15:11–32
16:1-13
16:19–31
17:7-10
18:1–8
18:9-14
19:11–27

Choose and read one of the parables that is mentioned in all 3 gospels.
Discuss if there is any difference in how the story is told or what is said
about the situation (what happened before and after the story was told)

Finding the Miracles of Jesus
Miracle
1. Cleansing a Leper
2. Healing a Centurion’s Servant
3. Healing Peter’s Mother-in-law
4. Healing the Sick at Evening
5. Stilling the Storm
6. Demons Entering a Herd of Swine

Matthew
8:2
8:5
8:14
8:16
8:23
8:28

Mark
1:40
1:30
1:32
4:35
5:1

Luke
5:12
7:1
4:38
4:40
8:22
8:26

John
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7. Healing a Paralytic
8. Raising the Ruler’s Daughter
9. Healing the Woman who was
Bleeding
10. Healing Two Blind Men
11. Curing a Demon-Possessed, Mute
Man
12. Healing a Man’s Withered Hand
13. Curing a Demon-Possessed,
Blind and Mute Man
14. Feeding the Five Thousand
15. Walking on the Water
16. Healing the Gentile Woman’s
Daughter
17. Feeding the Four Thousand
18. Healing the Epileptic Boy
19. Temple Tax in the Fish’s Mouth
20. Healing Two Blind Men
21. Cursing the Fig Tree
22. Casting Out an Unclean Spirit
23. Healing a Deaf-Mute
24. Healing a Blind Man in Bethsaida
25. Escape from the Hostile
Multitude
26. First Catch of Fish
27. Raising a Widow’s Son at Nain
28. Healing the Bent Woman
29. Healing the Man with Dropsy
30. Cleansing the Ten Lepers
31. Restoring a Servant’s Ear
32. Turning Water into Wine
33. Healing the Nobleman’s Son
34. Healing a Man at Bethesda
35. Healing the Man Born Blind
36. Raising of Lazarus
37. Second Catch of Fish
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9:2
9:18, 23
9:20

2:3
5:18
5:22,35 8:40,49
5:25
8:43

9:27
9:32
12:9
12:22

3:1

6:6
11:14

14:13
14:25
15:21

6:30
6:48
7:24

9:10

15:32
17:14
17:24
20:30
21:18

8:1
9:17
10:46
11:12
1:23
7:31
8:22

6:1
6:19

9:38
18:35
4:33

4:30
5:1
7:11
13:11
14:1
17:11
22:51
2:1
4:46
5:1
9:1
11:43
21:1

Biblical Characters
Old Testament Characters
Aaron
Aaron, Moses' brother,
became the first
highpriest of Israel. He
founded the priesthood
of Israel, but gave way
to the people's demand
in the wilderness for an
idol, allowing the
making of the golden
calf.
Exodus 4:10-16,
17:10-12,32:1-35
Abram (Abraham)
The founder of the
Jewish nation,
Abraham left Ur to
travel to the land God
had promised to him
and his descendants.
His barren wife, Sarah,
gave birth to a son,
Isaac, who enabled
God's promise to be
fulfilled that Abraham
would become father
of a great nation.
Genesis 11:26-25:10
Adam
The first man, Adam,
created by God to be
like him, was placed in
the Garden of Eden.
When he disobeyed
God's command, by
eating fruit from the
forbidden tree, the

whole creation was
affected, and death
entered the world.
Genesis 2:4-3:24
Daniel
A high-born Jew,
Daniel was taken as a
captive to Babylon,
and trained as an
adviser at King
Nebuchadnezzar's
court. God revealed the
king's dreams to him.
When rivals plotted his
downfall, and he was
thrown into a lions'
den, God saved him.
The Book of Daniel
David
Youngest of Jesse's
sons, David was
working as a shepherd
when Samuel anointed
him king, to replace
Saul. David killed the
Philistine giant,
Goliath, but aroused
Saul's jealousy, as a
result of which he had
to flee into hiding.
After the death of Saul,
David was crowned
king. He made
Jerusalem his capital,
and brought the Ark of
the Covenant there.
David was a

great king, a poet who
wrote many of the
psalms.
1 Samuel 16:1-1 Kings
2:11
Deborah
Deborah, the only
woman judge, was one
of the most successful
judges of Israel. Her
commander, Barak,
defeated the
Philistines, allowing 40
years free of foreign
domination.
Judges 4:1-5:31
Elijah
The prophet lived in
the time of the wicked
King Ahab, and was
sent to tell Ahab that
God was sending a
drought. Later, he
defeated the prophets
of Baal in a contest on
Mount Carmel, and
denounced Ahab for
the murder of Naboth.
Elijah trained Elisha to
take over from him.
1 Kings 17:1-2 Kings
2:12
Elisha
Elisha took over from
Elijah as prophet of
Israel. He worked
many miracles,
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including the healing
of the Syrian army
commander Naaman's
leprosy.
1 Kings 19:16-21, 2
Kings 2:1-8:15, 9:1-37
Esther
Esther, who became
queen of Persia, kept
secret that she was
Jewish. The king's
chief minister planned
to wipe out all the
Jews, but Esther
managed to save her
people, by pleading
with the king. Her
victory is remembered
every year in the
Jewish festival of
Purim.
The Book of Esther
Eve
Adam's companion,
Eve, was the first
woman. When she ate
fruit from the
forbidden tree, death
entered the world, and
Adam and Eve were
chased out of Eden.
Genesis 2:18-3:24
Ezekiel
A Jewish prophet who
was taken as a prisoner
to Babylon, where he
continued prophesying.
The Book of Ezekiel
Ezra
A Jewish priest and
teacher of the Law
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who led some of the
Jews back from exile
in Babylon. He worked
with Nehemiah to
restore the Law.
Ezra 7:1-10:17;
Nehemiah 8:1-18
Gideon
A judge of Israel who
defeated the Midianites
by guile.
Judges 6:1-8:32
Hezekiah
Judah's twelfth king;
Hezekiah restored and
re-opened the Temple
and introduced
religious reforms. 2
Kings 18:1-20:21; 2
Chronicles 29:1-32:33
Isaac
Isaac was born to
Abraham and Sarah
when his parents were
very old. Later,
Abraham was tested by
God and told to
sacrifice his son, but at
the last minute an
angel stopped him.
Isaac married Rebekah
and had twin sons,
Esau and Jacob.
Genesis 21:1-28:5
Isaiah
Isaiah was a great
prophet who lived
through the reigns of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz
and Hezekiah. During
his time, the nation

was threatened by
Assyria; Isaiah foretold
that though his people
would be taken into
exile, they would
eventually return. He
also prophesied about
the coming Messiah. 2
Kings 19:1-20:19; The
Book of Isaiah
Jacob
Jacob, Isaac's son,
deceived his father into
giving him the eldest
son's blessing, and also
bought his brother
Esau's birthright. Jacob
married Leah, and,
later, her sister Rachel,
and had twelve sons.
After Jacob wrestled
with a stranger, God
gave him the name
'Israel'. Genesis 25:2135:29,37:1-35, 42:149:14
Jeremiah
A prophet who
ministered during the
reigns of the last five
kings of Judah,
Jeremiah was
unpopular because of
his message of doom
for the nation.
Jeremiah; 2 Chronicles
35:25, 36:21-22
Jonah
A Hebrew prophet
whom God sent to
denounce the citizens
of Nineveh, Jonah was

the first prophet to a
heathen nation. He fled
to sea; God saved him
from drowning by
means of a great fish.
The Book of Jonah
Joseph
Joseph, Jacob's
favourite son, was sold
into slavery in Egypt
as a result of his
brothers' jealousy.
Thrown into prison on
false charges, he later
rose to prominence
after God revealed
Pharaoh's dreams to
him. When famine
came, Joseph invited
his family to Egypt, to
escape its effects.
Genesis 37:2-50:26
Joshua
Moses' successor,
Joshua led the
Israelites into Canaan,
conquered it and
divided it between the
twelve tribes.
Exodus 17:8-14, 24:13;
Numbers 14:6-9;
Deuteronomy 31:7-8,
14,23, 34:9; Book of
Joshua
Miriam
As a child, Miriam
helped her brother,
Moses, escape death.
Later she became a
prophetess; at one time
she opposed Moses'

leadership, and was
punished with leprosy.
Exodus 2:4-8, 15:2021;
Numbers 12:1-15, 20:1
Moses
Moses, the leader who
freed his people, the
Hebrews, from slavery
in Egypt, was brought
up by the king's
daughter. Called by
God to set his people
free, Moses led his
people out of Egypt
and across the Red
Sea. On Mount Sinai,
God gave him the Ten
Commandments.
Moses died in Moab
before the Israelites
entered the Promised
Land.
Exodus 2: 1 ???Deuteronomy 34:12
Rebecca
Rebecca married Isaac,
and suggested to her
son Jacob that he trick
his father into giving
him the blessing.
Genesis 24:1-28:5
Ruth
Ruth left her home
country, Moab, to
return to her motherin-Law's home in
Bethlehem, where she
married Boaz, greatgrandfather of David.
The Book of Ruth

Samuel
Samuel, the last of
Israel's judges, was
also one of the first
prophets. At the end of
his life he anointed
Saul as Israel's first
king. When Saul
disobeyed God,
Samuel anointed David
to be king after him.
1 Samuel 1:1-4:1, 7:213:15, 15:1-16:13,
19:18-24,25:1
Sarah
Abraham's wife, Sarah,
became the mother of
Isaac in her old age, in
fulfilment of God's
promise. Genesis 11
:29-23:20
Solomon
Solomon, perhaps
Israel's most famous
king, was David's son
by Bathsheba. Under
his rule, the nation
prospered, and his
wisdom became a byword. He built the first
Temple in Jerusalem,
but his marriages to
foreign wives led to his
turning away from God
to false gods.
2 Samuel 12:24; 1
Kings 1:1-11:43; 1
Chronicles 22:5-23:1;
Proverbs 1:1, 10:1,25:1
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New Testament Characters
Andrew
Peter’s brother, and one
of the twelve apostles.
Matthew 4:18, 10:2;
John 1:35-44, 6:8-9,
12:20-22; Acts 1:12-14
Aquila
A tent-maker and
Jewish Christian friend
of Paul; husband of
Priscilla. Acts 18:13,18-26
Barnabas
Barnabas was a
nickname for Joseph, a
Jewish Christian who
was born in Cyprus,
and who travelled
extensively with Paul
on his missionary
work. His name means
'son of encouragement'.
Acts 4:36-37, 9:27,
11:22-30, 13:1-15:39; 1
Corinthians 9:6;
Galatians 2:1-13
Caiaphas
The high priest in
Jerusalem who found
Jesus guilty of
blasphemy and sent
him to Pilate for
sentence. Matthew
26:3-5, 57-68; John 11
:49-5
Cleopas
One of the disciples
who met the risen
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Christ on the Emmaus
road. Luke 24:13-35
Cornelius
A Roman centurion,
stationed at Caesarea,
who was converted to
Christianity. Acts 10:148
Dorcas
A disciple in Joppa
who did much good
among the poor and
widows. When she
died, Peter came and
restored her to life.
Acts 9:36-42
Elizabeth
Wife of the priest
Zechariah, and mother,
in old age, of John the
Baptist.
Luke 1:5-66
Herod the Great
Herod was king of
Judea at the time of
Jesus' birth. Trusted by
the Romans, he
undertook a huge
building programme in
Judea. He ordered the
killing of male children
to eliminate any rival.
Matthew 2:1-20; Luke
1:5
Herod the Tetrarch
Son of Herod the
Great, he imprisoned,
and later beheaded,

John the Baptist. Pilate
sent Jesus to him for
trial, since Jesus came
from Galilee, Herod's
territory. Matthew
14:1-12; Luke 9:7-9,
13:3132, 23:6-15
James
Jesus' brother. After
Pentecost, he became a
leader of the Jerusalem
church, and he may be
the writer of the letter
of James.
Matthew 13:55; Acts
15:13-21; Letter of
James
James
James was a fisherman,
like his brother John.
Called by Jesus to
follow him as one of
the twelve apostles, he
was present at Jesus'
transfiguration. He was
executed by Herod
Agrippa.
Matthew 4:21-22;
Mark 1:19-20; Luke
9:28-36; Acts 12:1-3
James
Son of Alphaeus and
one of the twelve
apostles.
Matthew 10:3
John
James' brother, and
another fisherman,
John was 'the disciple

whom Jesus loved'.
Jesus told him to look
after Mary, his mother,
when he was dying on
the cross. John is
believed to be the
writer of John's Gospel,
1, 2 and 3 John and
Revelation.
Matthew 4:21-22, 10:2,
17: 1-13; Mark 10:3545; Luke 22:8; John;
Acts 3:1-10,4:1-31;
1,2,3 John, Revelation
John the Baptist
John was sent to
prepare the way for
Jesus, the Messiah. He
lived simply, and
preached repentance
and baptism. He was
imprisoned and
beheaded by Herod the
Tetrarch.
Matthew 3:1-15, 11:219, 14:1-12; Luke 1:517,3:1-20,7:18-35
Judas Iscariot
Judas was one of the
twelve apostles. His
second name means
'man from Kerioth', a
town close to Hebron.
Judas betrayed Jesus,
and later hanged
himself.
Matthew 10:2-4, 26:4749, 27:1-10; John 12:47, 13:26-30
Lazarus
The brother of Mary
and Martha, Lazarus

lived in Bethany and
was raised from the
dead by Jesus. John
11:1-44
Lydia
A business woman
from Thyatira who
traded in costly purple
cloth, Lydia was
converted through the
preaching of Paul
Acts 16:12-15,40
Martha
The sister of Mary and
Lazarus, Martha lived
with her siblings in
Bethany.
Luke 10:38-42;'john
11:1-44
Mary
Mother of Jesus and
wife of Joseph. Her
song of faith, called the
Magnificat, is found in
Luke 1. When he was
dying on the cross,
Jesus told John to care
for his mother.
Matthew 1:16-25; Luke
1:26-56,2:139; John
2:1-5, 19:25-27; Acts
1:14
Mary
The sister of Martha,
Mary was one of two
women who anointed
Jesus with oil before
his death.
Luke 10:38-42; John
11:1-44, 12:1-8

Mary Magdalene
From Magdala in
Galilee, Mary was
healed by Jesus. Later,
she was the first to
meet the risen Christ.
Matthew
27:56,61,28:1-10; Luke
8:1-3; John 20:1-18
Matthew
Matthew, or Levi, was
a tax collector who was
called by Jesus to
become one of the
twelve apostles. He is
believed to be the
author of the first
Gospel.
Matthew 9:9-13, 10:3;
Mark 2:1317; Luke
5:27-32
Nicodemus
A Pharisee and ruler of
the Jews, Nicodemus
came to talk to Jesus
secretly by night, and
later assisted at his
burial.
John 3:1-36,7:50-52,
19:38-42
Paul
Paul was born in
Tarsus, and brought up
as a strict Pharisee.
Suddenly converted to
Christ on the road to
Damascus, he became
the great missionary to
the Gentiles. He
undertook four
missionary journeys,
founding and building
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up Christian
communities wherever
he went. He wrote
letters to many new
churches to encourage
them in the faith. Paul
was executed by Nero
in Rome about AD 67.
Acts 7:1-28:31;
Romans-Philemon
Peter (Simon Peter)
Peter was a fisherman
called by Jesus to
become one of the
twelve apostles. After
the resurrection, Christ
appeared specifically to
Peter, who became a
leader of the young
church. He wrote 1 and
2 Peter, and was
probably executed in
Rome. Matthew 4:182, 16:13-17:8,26:3135,69-75; John 13:19,24,31-38, 21:1-22;
Acts 1:13-5:42, 8:1425,
9:32-12:18, 15:1-11; 1
and 2 Peter
Philip
One of the twelve
apostles, Philip came
from Bethsaida in
Galilee. Matthew 10:3;
John 1:43-46, 6:7,
12:20-22
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Pontius Pilate
Pilate was the Roman
procurator of Judea
who sentenced Jesus to
death, though he
declared him to be
innocent.
Matthew 27:11-26;
John 18:28-36
Priscilla
Wife of Aquila; a
faithful Jewish
Christian and friend of
Paul. Acts 18:1-3, 1826
Silas
Silas was a leader of
the Jerusalem church,
and went with Paul on
his second missionary
journey.
Acts 15:22-18:22
Stephen
A Greek-speaking Jew
and one of the seven
men chosen to help the
apostles in Jerusalem,
Stephen became the
first martyr in the
church. Acts 6:1-8:2
Tabitha
Also known as Dorcas
(see entry).
Thomas
Thomas was one of the
twelve apostles, and

was initially very
sceptical when the
risen Christ appeared
after the crucifixion.
Matthew 10:3; Mark
3:18; John 11:16,20:2429,21:2
Timothy
Timothy was a young
convert of Paul, who
accompanied the
apostle on his second
missionary journey. He
later led the church in
Ephesus. Paul wrote 1
and 2 Timothy to him.
Acts 16:1-18:22; 1 and
2 Timothy
Titus
A Gentile convert, sent
as a missionary to
Crete. Paul wrote a
letter to him.
2 Corinthians 2:13;
Galatians 2:1-3; Titus
Zacchaeus
A wealthy and
dishonest tax collector,
Zacchaeus climbed a
tree in Jericho to see
Jesus. When Jesus
invited himself to his
home, Zacchaeus made
full restitution. Luke
19:1-10

Study suggestions
(for small groups or for individual studies at extended level)
A: On a blank timeline (4000 BC - 2000 AD), put as many key-events
as possible.
Select a section of the timeline that contains a historical drama, and
retell /comment on the story.
Select a section that contains a spiritual drama, and account for what
made that important.
B: Select a scripture portion and discuss how different living conditions
have influenced the language.
C: Account for the different ‘dispensations’ (or Covenants) that can be
found in the Bible.
D: Point out any ‘overlap’ you can think of in the Bible: Books that tell
the same story, verses and/or whole chapters that are identical, books
that refer to same time-period, etc. – Write your thoughts about why
these passages occur more than once.
E: Make your own selection of the 10 most significant characters in the
Bible.
F: Compare the deportation of the people of Judah (Southern Kingdom)
and the people of Israel (Northern Kingdom). When did it take place?
How many were affected? Why did it happen? How did it end?
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